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accusation

noun /QkjwzelSn/

a statement that someone has done something wrong
I don’t want to make an accusation until | have some
proof.

accustomed

adjective /Hkvst"md/

used to, adapted to
He took his accustomed seat by the fire.

achieve

verb /HtSitv/

to acquire a goal
The movie star will achieve fame once the movie is
released.

achievement

noun /HitSi'vm nt/

success, accomplishment
It is quite an achievement to have completed this
assignment in such a short time.

acknowledge

verb / knAlldz/

to express recognition of

1 did not acknowledge that he had done anything
wrong.

acoustics

noun /Hku'stlks/

the science of sound

Carnegie Hall is popular with music lovers because of
its good acoustics.

acquaint

verb /Hkwelnt/

to learn about, to familiarise
I must acquaint myself with my new neighbourhood.

acquaintance

noun /> kwelnt ns/

a person whom one knows, but not well
She is an acquaintance of mine from work.
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acreage

noun helk rldz/

an area of land measured in acres
We need to confirm the acreage of the farm before
we consider buying it.

acrophobia

noun /HQkr Hf Ubi"/

fear of heights
| cannot go skydiving because | suffer from
acrophobia.

actress

noun /Qktr’s/

a woman who acts in a play or film
Julia Roberts is a terrific actress and has won an
Oscar.

actually

adverb /HQktSu”li/

in reality

Actually, we are only a week away from our mid-
terms.

adamant

adjective HQd " m nt/
firm and not giving way to requests
He was adamant that he would not join us.

adaptable

adjective /»dQpt bl/
capable of adjusting
The company preferred hiring adaptable workers.

additive

noun /HQd tiv/

a substance added, especially to food or medicine
Food companies put more than one vitamin additive
in breakfast cereals.

adequate

adjective HQdlkw t/

enough, sufficient

He earns an adequate income which is enough to
pay his bills.
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adhere

advertisement

verb /[ dhl"[r]/
to hold; stick to a surface
That tape does not adhere to the wall.

adhesive

noun [/ dhi’siv/
a substance used to stick things together

Glue is the perfect adhesive for my torn notebook.

adjacent

adjective /dZelsnt/

next to, neighbouring
The aeroplanes landed on the adjacent runways.

adjustable

adjective /"dZVst”bl/
capable of being changed

The new model of the car had adjustable seat belts.

administration

noun [/ diminbstrelSn/
control or management

The directors are responsible for the administration of

a company.

admirable

adjective /Qdm”r bl/

worthy of approval or respect

Sarah received an award for her admirable
performance.

advent

noun /Qdvent/

the arrival of an important new person or thing
The advent of technology has speeded up global
communication.

adventurous

adjective / dwentSr’s/

inclined to undertake new and daring activities
For a more adventurous holiday, try mountain
climbing.
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noun / dwEtlsm nt/
a notice of a product or service

We place an advertisement about our products in the

newspaper every week.

advisable

adjective / dwalz"bl/

strongly suggested for good reasons, recommended
It is advisable that you do your homework on time.

advisory

adjective /" dwalz ri/

giving advice

The advisory committee suggested evacuating the
area to avoid the hurricane.

aerial

noun he’ri’ll

a wire or rod for receiving or transmitting signals
I have stopped listening to my radio since its aerial
snapped.

aerodrome

noun /e r dr'um/

an airfield
The newly built aerodrome is designed for big
aeroplanes.

aerosol

noun /he r sAl/

a spray container holding pressurised liquid
He used an aerosol to paint the walls.

afford

verb /Hf¢'d/

to have enough money to pay for something
| can afford to treat you to an ice cream.

aggravate

verb /Qgr velt/

to make a thing worse or more serious
His remarks really aggravate me.
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_aggressive

adjective /"gresiv/

unfriendly; likely to attack people verbally or physically
His aggressive behaviour suggested that he had no
friends.

_agony

noun /Qg ni/

extreme physical or mental pain
The man broke his arm and was in agony.

agriculture

noun /HQgrlkVItS [r]/

cultivating land on a large scale; farming
Most of the land in this area is used for agriculture.

airport

noun )e pct/

a place where planes land and take off and that has
buildings for passengers to wait in

I like to watch planes taking off from the airport.

aisle

noun /all/

a passage between rows of seats or shelves
I found cans of tuna in the last aisle.

alchemy

noun /HQIk mi/

the medieval forerunner of chemistry
She found it difficult to find books on alchemy.

alien

noun Jelli"'n/

a foreigner
Zain is an alien in this country; he is visiting from
Malaysia.

alkali

noun AHQIK" lal/

a substance that neutralises an acid

An alkali is a chemical often used in scientific
experiments.
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allege

verb /MHledz/

to say something without being able to prove it
To allege that Sam had cheated in his exam was
unfair.

allegiance

noun /HlidZ ns/
loyalty
| owe my allegiance to my country.

allergic

adjective /HIEdZIK/

very sensitive to something that may make you ill
The allergic children took their medicine.

alley

noun /Qli/

a narrow street
This alley leads to my house.

alligator

noun /Qlligelt”[r]/
a large reptile of the crocodile family

allocate

verb /QI kelt/

to assign
I will allocate the task of tidying the room to Akbar.

alloy

noun /Qlgl/

a metal formed by mixing two or more metals
Brass is an alloy of copper and zinc.

almond

noun hHA'm” nd/

an oval nut
She peeled the almond and ate it with honey.

aloof

adjective /Hlu'f/

not involved in something; showing no interest in
people

The emperor kept himself aloof from the people.
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aloud

ambidextrous

adverb /"Hlaud/

in a voice that can be heard
The teacher asked him to read the passage aloud.

alphabet

noun /HQIf bet/

the letters used in a language
There are twenty-six letters in the English alphabet.

altercation

noun /¢’lt"kelSn/

a noisy argument or disagreement
I left my job after an altercation with my boss.

alternative

noun /¢'btEn"tlv/

one of two or more choices
Travelling by train is an alternative to using a car.

altitude

noun /Qltltju'd/

height

The summit of Mount Everest is at an altitude of
29,000 feet.

altogether

adverb /¢’It"geD” [r]/
with all included; in total
Altogether, a hundred competitors took part.

amalgamate

verb //»>mQIlg melt/
to mix or combine
They decided to amalgamate the two schools.

ambassador

noun /QmbQs d"[r)/

a person sent to a foreign country to represent his or

her own government
His uncle is the ambassador to Brazil.
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adjective /Qmbidekstr”s/

able to use either your left hand or your right hand
equally well

The ambidextrous surgeon worked equally well with
both hands.

ambiguous

adjective /Qmublgju”s/
that can be understood in more than one way; having
different meanings

The ambiguous account confused the judge.

ambition

noun /QmublSn/

a strong desire to achieve something
His ambition in life is to become an astronaut.

ambivalent

adjective /Qmublv’ 1" nt/
undecided
He has an ambivalent attitude towards her.

ambulance

noun /HQmbj” I ns/

a vehicle equipped to carry sick or injured people
The little boy chased after the ambulance thinking it
was an ice-cream van.

amendments

noun /H>mendm”nts/

a change or improvement to a law or document
She made a minor amendment to her essay.

amnesia

noun /Qmni‘zi’/

loss of memory
Grandma’s amnesia makes it difficult for her to
remember when we last visited.

amphibian

noun /Qmflbi"n/
an animal that can live both in water and on land
The turtle is an amphibian.
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amphitheatre

noun /QmfITI"t"[r]/

a round, usually unroofed building with tiers of seats
surrounding a central space

The school staged a play in the amphitheatre.

amplify

verb /Qmplifal/

to make stronger
He used a loudspeaker to amplify his voice.

amputate

verb /Qmpjutelt/

to cut off surgically
The doctor had to amputate the patient’s leg,
because it was too infected to cure.

analogy

noun /HnQIl dzi/

comparing two things that are alike

Our teacher explained the heart, using the analogy of
a pump.

analyse

verb /HQn’lalz/

to examine
In history class, we had to analyse the causes of the
war.

ancestor

noun /Qnsest”[r]/

anyone from whom a person is descended
He wondered if he had a famous ancestor.

anchor

noun HQNK™[r)/

a heavy object joined to a ship by a chain and
dropped to the bottom of the sea to stop the ship
from moving

Sailors dropped the ship’s anchor into the water.

ancient

adjective /elnS nt/

very old

We found some ancient dinosaur bones on our trip to
the desert.

©0 00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

to
age group

animate

verb /Qnimelt/

to make a thing lively
The teacher can animate even the most boring
literature and make it interesting.

annihilate

verb /Hnal”lelt/

to destroy something completely
They set out to annihilate the enemy'’s naval force.

anniversary

noun /QnbvEsri/

a date that is an exact number of years after the date
of an important or special event

August 14 is the anniversary of Pakistan's
Independence.

announcement

noun /> naUnsm”nt/

the act of making something publicly known
The principal made an announcement that the school
would remain closed the following day.

annoy

verb /Hngl/
to make slightly angry
My brother tried to annoy me by hiding my toys.

annual

adjective /HQnju’l/
done once a year
Our school has an annual Sports Day.

anonymous

adjective /" nAnim”s/

without the name of the person responsible being
known

He wished he could thank the anonymous donor for
paying his school fees.

antibiotic

noun /QntibabAtik/

a substance that destroys bacteria

The doctor prescribed an antibiotic for my wounded
knee.
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assault

asthma

noun /Hsclt/
a violent attack
The soldier led an assault against the enemy.

assess

noun /Qsm”/

a disease that makes breathing difficult
My friend suffers from asthma.

astonish

verb /ses/

to decide the value or quality of a person or thing
Can you assess the value of this jewel?

assignment

verb /HstAnlS/

to surprise somebody greatly
Your excellent grades will astonish your parents.

astrogate

noun /Hsalnm”nt/

a task given to someone
I have finished my homework assignment.

assimilate

verb /Qstr get/

to navigate in space
The entire space crew was trained to astrogate.

astronaut

verb /Hsim’lelt/

to take in and absorb something

She thinks she can assimilate knowledge without
having to work..

noun /Qstr'ngt/

a person who travels in a spacecraft

Neil Armstrong was the first astronaut to walk on the
moon.

assist asylum
verb /Hslst/ noun /Hsall"m/
to help refuge and safety; a place of refuge

My friend offered to assist me with my school project.

associate

noun /Hs USi"t/

a colleague
Ali is my associate from work.

assortment

noun /Hs¢'tm nt/

a mixed collection of things
This box contains an assortment of sweets.

assurance

noun /HSUr ns/

a promise or guarantee that something is true or will
happen

A promise from the doctor that he would check in on
her was all the assurance she needed.
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The defeated rebels sought political asylum in
another country.

attic

noun /HQtlk/
a room in the roof of a house
| have left my disused bicycle up in the attic.

attractive

adjective /"trQktlv/

pleasant or good looking
He has an attractive face.

audition

noun /¢cHdISn/

a test to see if an actor is suitable for a job
The actor went to an audition for the new film.
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authentic

adjective /¢HTentlk/
genuine

This is an authentic Picasso painting and not a fake.

authenticate

verb /¢HTentlkelt/

to establish the truth
The expert was asked to authenticate whether the
painting was a genuine antique.

author

noun AH¢T [r]/
the writer of a book, play, poem, etc.
Shakespeare is a famous English author.

authoritative

adjective /¢cHTAr t tiv/
having proper authority or expert knowledge
The professor is an authoritative figure in his field.

authority

noun /¢HTAr ti/

the power to give orders to other people
A policeman has the authority to arrest a criminal.

autograph

noun A¢t gra’f/
a person’s signature
| asked my favourite actor for his autograph.

autumn

noun H¢t'm/
the season between summer and winter
Most trees shed their leaves in autumn.

avoid

verb /Hvgld/

to try not to do something

The name was changed to avoid confusion with
another firm.
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barrister

noun /HbQrist™[r]/
a lawyer
The barrister won his case in court.

baryon

noun /hbarlAn/

any elementary particle which can be transformed
into a nucleon and lighter particles

The value and content of a baryon determines its
classification.

basil

noun hbazll/

an aromatic plant originally from India
Basil is commonly used in pasta dishes.

battalion

noun /b tQll " n/

an army unit containing two or more units
It took days for the whole battalion to move from one
front to another.

battle

noun /bQtl/

a fight between two armies
The two armies fought a fierce battle.

battlements

noun /bQtim”nts/

the top of a castle wall, often with gaps from which
the defenders could fire at the enemy

The soldiers fired at the enemy from behind the
battlements.

bedraggled

adjective /bhdrQgld/

very untidy; wet and dirty
He combed his bedraggled hair.

bee

noun /bi/

a black and yellow flying insect that can sting
The bee stung me.
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beggar

noun hHbeg [r])/
a person who asks for alms
She stopped to give the beggar some money.

beguile
verb /bhgall/

to cheat, to charm
She will beguile the audience with her performance.

behave

verb /bbhelv/

to act in a particular way
They promised to behave well.

beige

adjective /belZ/

a very light brown colour
Beige is an earthy tone.

belated

adjective /bbleltld/

coming very late or too late
She gave me my belated birthday present.

believable

adjective /bbli'v bl/

capable of being thought true
She told a very believable story about what she had
been doing that night.

believe

verb /bblitv/

to think that something is true or that someone is
telling the truth
I do not believe that you are telling the truth.

bench

noun /bentS/

a long seat
| sat on a bench in the park.
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billboard

noun /bllb¢ d/

a large outdoor board for advertisements
The billboard advertised a toothpaste.

billion

noun /bllj"n/
one thousand million
The population of the world is more than six billion.

binoculars

noun /bbnAkj 1"z/

a device with lenses for both eyes, making distant
objects seem nearer

Ali used his binoculars to see the distant mountains.

biodegradable

adjective /ibal”Udhgreld”bl/

able to be decomposed by bacteria
This biodegradable packaging was recycled.

birdseed

noun /HbEdsid/

a blend of seeds for feeding birds
I bought birdseed for my pet parrot.

biscuit

noun hHblskit/

a kind of small, thin, dry cake
I would like a biscuit with my tea.

bisect

verb /babsekt/

to divide something into two equal parts
Mehr learnt how to bisect a line in geometry class.

bison

noun hbalsn/
a wild ox

bitter

adjective /blt"[r])/

tasting sharp, not sweet
This almond has a bitter taste.

©0 00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

to
age group

bizarre

adjective /bhzA[r])/

strange in appearance
People were surprised by the bizarre outfit he was
wearing.

blackguard

noun /blQgA’d/

a wicked person
The blackguard gave an evil laugh.

blacksmith

noun /HblQksmIT/

a person who makes and repairs iron things
The blacksmith melts iron in a very hot fire.

blade

noun /bleld/

the flat cutting part of a knife
This knife has a sharp blade.

bland

adjective /blQnd/

having a mild or smooth flavour or texture
The food has a bland taste.

blandishment

noun /HblQndISm™nt/

flattery intended to persuade
The teacher would not respond to our blandishment
and refused to cancel the test.

blanket

noun /bIQNKIt/

a warm cloth covering used on a bed; a thick, soft
covering

It got so cold at night that a blanket was needed for
warmth.

blazer

noun hblelz"[r)/

a kind of jacket
The school blazer was navy blue.
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brainwash

verb hbrelnwAs/

to force a person to give up one set of ideas or
beliefs and accept new ones

Too much advertising on television can brainwash
people.

brawl

noun /br¢l/

a noisy quarrel or fight
The bully got his nose broken in a brawl.

breeze

noun /bri'z/

a light wind
The breeze was blowing the leaves around.

bridesmaid

noun Jhbraldzmeld/

a girl who attends the bride at a wedding
The bridesmaid carried flowers for the bride.

bridge

noun /brldz/
a structure built over and across a river

The only way to cross the river is to use the bridge.

briefcase

noun hbrifkels/

a flat case for carrying documents etc.
It’s the third time this week that father has left his
briefcase at work.

brighten

verb /hbraltn/

to make or become brighter
You brighten my day every time you come to Vvisit.

brilliant

adjective /brlll"nt/

very clever

The boy who won the scholarship is a brilliant
student.
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brittle

adjective /brltl/

hard but easy to break or snap
I like these brittle breadsticks.

broccoli

noun HbrAk’li/

a kind of cauliflower with greenish flower heads
She made a stew of broccoli and carrots.

brochure

noun hHbr US"[r])/

a booklet containing information
The travel brochure contains information about
holidays in Muree.

bronze

noun /brAnz/

a metal made from copper and tin
Most ancient civilisations used bronze for making
utensils.

brought

verb /br¢t/

past tense of bring
The criminal was brought before the judge for his trial.

brow

noun /bral/

the forehead
The nervous prisoner kept wiping his brow.

bruise

noun /bru'z/

a dark mark made on the skin after someone has
fallen or been hit
He fell and got a bruise on his arm.

brunette

noun /bru’net/

a woman with dark-brown hair
His daughter is a brunette.
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The village was linked to the town by a narrow

noun Jhbalr”Ud/
byroad.

a minor road
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cabbage

calf

noun /HkQbldz/

a vegetable with green or purple leaves
She liked to eat raw cabbage in her salad.

cabinet

noun /kA'f/

part of the leg below the knee
I injured my calf playing football.

calligraphy

noun /HkQbIn"t/

a cupboard with drawers or shelves
He stored his files in the cabinet.

cactus

noun /kOligr”fi/

the art of beautiful handwriting
You need a special pen for calligraphy.

calliper

noun /HkQkt"s/

a plant, usually with prickles, from a hot, dry climate
The thorny cactus pricked my finger.

calcite

noun hkalsVIt/

a common crystalline form of natural calcium
carbonate
Calcite may be found in sedimentary rocks.

calcium

noun /HkQlsi"m/
a mineral found in foods like milk and cheese
Calcium is an important part of a child’s diet.

calculate

verb /kQlkjulelt/

to work something out by using mathematics
Mehr tried to calculate how much money she needed
to buy seven chocolate bars.

calculator

noun /HkQlkjulelt”[r]/

a small electronic device that is used for making
calculations

Students were not allowed to use a calculator for their
mathematics examination.

caldera

noun /KAbdET/

the large crater at the top of the volcano
A caldera can be upto 60 km in diameter.

©0 00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

noun /kallp”/

a large instrument used for measuring the diameters
of logs and similar objects

Calliper is adjustable and can be reset to measure
different dimensions.

calm

adjective /kKA'm/

quiet and still
The calm sea was perfect for sailing and swimming.

calomel

noun hHkal"mEl/

a colorless, white or brown tasteless compound
Calomel is used in the preparation of insecticides
and medicines.

camcorder

noun HkQmke'd [r]/

a combined video camera and sound recorder
The tourist went around town filming with his
camcorder.

camel

noun /HkQml/

an animal with either one or two humps on its back,
used in desert countries

camera

noun HkQm’r’/

a device for taking photographs, films, or television
pictures

| used my camera to take a photograph of my friends.

119 |



DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Wordlist

camouflage

noun HkQm~flIA’Z/

a way of hiding things by making them look like part
of their surroundings

The soldiers dressed in camouflage to hide
themselves from the enemy.

campaign

noun /kQmpeln/

a planned series of actions
The advertising campaign used posters and leaflets.

camphor

noun /Hkamf’/

a white substance with a strong smell, used in
medicine

| put sachets of camphor in my wardrobe to keep the
insects away

cancel

verb /HkQnsl/

to say that something planned will not be done or will
not take place
She had to cancel her appointment with the dentist.

cancellation

noun /kQns"HlelSn/

the act of stopping something that was planned
The last minute cancellation of the concert left the
audience disappointed.

candle

noun /HkQndl/

a wax light
She lit a candle in the dark.

canoe

noun /kHnu’/

a narrow lightweight boat

The river was so violent that the canoe flipped upside
down.
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canvas

noun /HkQnv’s/

strong coarse cloth; a fabric for painting on
There is nothing on the canvas now but wait till | fetch
my paintbrush.

capacity

noun /K»pQs”ti/
the amount that something can hold
The capacity of this bus is 50 passengers.

capsule

noun HkQpsju’l/
a hollow pill containing medicine
The doctor prescribed his patient one capsule a day.

captain

noun /kQptin/

a person in command of a ship, aircraft, sports team,
etc.

The captain of the cricket team led his team to
victory.

captivity

noun /kQptlv”ti/

the state of being imprisoned
The lion was released from captivity into the wild.

capture

verb HkQptS [r]/
to take someone as a prisoner
The police will capture the escaped convict.

caravan

noun /HkQr vQn/

a group of people travelling together across desert
country
The caravan stopped at the oasis to drink water.

carbohydrates

noun /«KkAb Whaldrelt/

a compound of carbon, oxygen, and hydrogen
Cereals contain carbohydrates that give us energy.
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cathedral

noun /kOHTidr I/

the most important church of a city
St. Paul’s Cathedral is a famous landmark in London.

cauldron

noun hHkg'ldr'n/

a large deep pot for boiling things in
The wicked witch made rabbit stew in her big black
cauldron.

cause

noun /kg¢'z/
a reason
There is no cause for worry.

cautionary

adjective /hk¢'Snri/
giving a warning
The alarm sounded a cautionary signal.

cautious

adjective hHk¢'Ss/
showing attention to safety
He is a cautious driver.

cavalry

noun /HkQvlri/

soldiers who fight on horseback or in armoured
vehicles
The cavalry moved faster than the soldiers on foot.

cavity

noun /HkQv“ti/
a hollow or hole
| spotted a cavity in one of my teeth.

cease

verb /si's/

to stop or end

When the teacher entered the class we had to cease
talking.
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ceiling

noun /si’lIN/

the flat surface forming the top of a room
The fan has to be fitted to the ceiling.

celebration

noun /selbbrelSn/

a happy event to mark a special occasion
Her birthday celebration will be next week.

cellar

noun hsel” [r]/

an underground room
The pipes are in the cellar.

cellulose

noun Jhseljul”Vs/

tissue that forms the main part of all plants and trees
Cellulose cannot be digested by human beings.

census

noun hsens’s/

an official count or survey of the population of a
country or area

A census of the city’s population was conducted by
the new mayor.

centimetre

noun hsentimi‘t [r]/

one hundredth of a metre, about four tenths of an
inch
The nail was no more than a centimetre long.

centipede

noun hsentlpi'd/

a small, crawling creature with a long body and many
legs
A centipede was coming out of a stone wall.

centre

noun hsent [r]/

the middle point or part
The centre of the Earth is very hot.
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cereal

chaos

noun hslri’l/

corn or other edible grain; a breakfast food made from
them

Ali enjoys his cereal with chocolate milk every
morning.

certainty

noun hHsEtnti/

something that is sure to happen
Pakistan’s victory in the hockey match is a certainty.

certificate

noun /sHitlflk t/

an official written or printed statement giving
information about a person etc.
The employment office asked for his birth certificate.

chamber

noun /HtSelmb”[r])/

a room
Behind the mirror was a secret chamber where the
wizard lived.

chameleon

noun /k>mi’li'n/

a small lizard that can change its colour to that of its
surroundings

champion

noun /HSQmpi“n/

a person or thing that has defeated all the others in a
sport or competition

Mohammad Ali was a boxing champion for many
years.

changeable

adjective /tSelndZ bl/

likely to change
Karachi has changeable weather.

channel

noun /HtSQnl/

a stretch of water connecting two seas

The English Channel connects the North Sea to the
Atlantic Ocean.
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noun /hkelAs/

great disorder
The flood caused chaos in the city.

character

noun HkQr kt"[r]/
a person in a story, film or play
He plays a minor character in the film.

characteristic

noun /kQr ktristik/

a quality that forms part of the character
Use of poetic language is a characteristic of his work.

charade

noun /SHrAd/

a situation in which people pretend that something is
true when it is clearly not
Her whole act of being sick was a charade.

charitable

adjective AtSQr t"bl/

generous in giving to those in need

The charitable organisation distributed clothes to the
needy.

chatter

verb /HtSQt [r]/
keep on talking; the quick rattling of teeth from cold
Amna and her friends love to chatter.

cheese

noun /tSi'z/

a solid food made from milk
She does not eat cheese because she is allergic to
dairy products.

chemistry

noun hHkemlstri/

the study of substances and their reactions etc.
Chemistry is an interesting subject.
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cherry

noun /tSeri/

a small, soft, round fruit with shiny black or red skin
and a large seed
The juice was made from orange and cherry.

chew

verb /tSu’/

to grind food between one’s teeth
The dried meat was very difficult to chew.

chicken

noun /tSIkin/
a young hen
The chicken tastes pretty good.

chimney

noun /MtSImni/

a tall pipe that carries smoke away from a fire
The chimney was black with soot.

chisel

noun MtSlzl/

a tool with a sharp end for shaping wood, stones etc.

The sculptor used his chisel with great skill.

chivalrous

adjective /SIvir’s/

being considerate
It is chivalrous behaviour to hold the door open for
your elders.

chocolate

noun MtSAkl t/

a solid, brown food made from roasted cocoa seeds
| enjoy eating chocolate.

choir

noun hHkwal [r]/

a group of people trained to sing together
The choir always sings on Sunday.
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choose

verb /tSu'z/

to decide what you are going to take from among a
number of options

He decided to choose the school closest to his
house.

chronicle

noun HkrAnikl/

a record of events in the order that they happened
The soldier’s chronicle of the war was useful to
historians.

chronology

noun /kr nAl”dzi/

the arrangement of events in the order in which they
happened

The historian prepared a chronology of the Mughal
Empire.

chrysalis

noun hHkris”lIs/

the case around a caterpillar that is changing into a
butterfly or moth
The butterfly emerged from its chrysalis.

chrysanthemum

noun /krbsQnT m” m/

a garden flower that blooms in autumn
Chrysanthemum is known to be the queen of flowers.

cigarette

noun /slg et/

a small roll of shredded tobacco in thin paper for
smoking
Even a single cigarette can harm your health.

circuit

noun hsEklt/

a motor racing track; the path of an electric current
Michael Schumacher was the fastest driver in the last
part of the circuit.
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column

noun HkAI"'m/

a pillar; something long or tall and narrow
The column started to crumble.

columnist

noun AkAlI"mnist/

a person who writes regularly for a newspaper
The columnist wrote about the festival in his column.

combustible

adjective /k”mbvst bl/

capable of burning
Paper is a combustible item.

comedian

noun /k>mi‘di'n/

someone who entertains people by making them
laugh
The comedian made the audience laugh.

comfortable

adjective hkvmft bl/

making someone physically relaxed
The hotel is a comfortable establishment.

comma

noun /HkAm?/

a punctuation mark used to mark a pause in a
sentence or to separate items in a list
He forgot to put the comma in the sentence.

commemorate

verb /k>»mem’relt/

to celebrate or remember some past event or person
This monument was built to commemorate the war
hero.

commence

verb /k"»mens/
to begin
The ceremony will commence in ten minutes.
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commentary

noun HkAm”ntri/

a description of an event by someone who is
watching it, especially for radio or television
He listened to the cricket commentary on the radio.

committee

noun /kHmlti/

a group of people appointed to deal with something
The committee decided to install new lights at the
playground.

communication

noun /k”wmju’nbkelSn/

act of sharing or exchanging information
E-mail has made communication between friends
easier.

community

noun /kK>mju'n”ti/
a group with similar interests or origins
Miklos is part of New York's Hungarian community.

companionship

noun /k”mpQni”nSip/

the company of others
He missed the companionship of his friends once
they left town.

compassionate

adjective /kK"mipQS'n"t/
feeling or showing sympathy for people suffering
He was a visionary with a compassionate heart.

compensation

noun /kAmpeniselSn/

something, such as money, given or received as
payment for a service or loss

The heirs of the deceased officials were given money
as compensation.

competent

adjective /HkAmplt nt/

having enough skill or knowledge to do something
well or to the necessary standard

He is a very competent worker.

126 |



DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Wordlist

to
age group

complaint

concession

noun /k”mpleint/

a statement complaining about something
The police received a complaint about a disturbance
in the apartment building.

complexion

noun /k”mplekSn/

the natural colour and appearance of the skin of the
face
The baby had a healthy pink complexion.

complication

noun /kAmplbkelsn/

something that complicates things or adds difficulties
There was a complication with the operation so the
surgeon had to do it again.

comprehension

noun /kAmprbhensn/

understanding
The teacher will test your comprehension of the book.

compromise

verb /HkAmpr malz/

to settle a dispute by each side accepting less than it
asked for

The two governments had to compromise in order to
reach a solution to the problem.

conceal

verb /K rusil/

hide; keep something secret
We have put up curtains to conceal things from the
neighbours.

conceited

adjective /k rusi‘tld/

having too much self pride
The conceited girl believed she should have received
the prize.

concept

noun /kAnsept/
an idea
The designer came up with quite an interesting concept.
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noun /K mseSn/

a reduction in the price for a certain category of
person

She has a fare concession on the train now that she
is over 60.

condense

verb /k”nmdens/

to change from gas to liquid
Steam will condense to water when it comes into
contact with a cold surface.

cone

noun /k”Un/

an object that is circular at one end and narrows to a
point at the other
| asked the shopkeeper for ice cream in a cone.

confederation

noun /k”nded HrelSn/

a group of states joined together
America is a confederation of 51 states.

confetti

noun /K nfeti/

tiny pieces of coloured paper thrown by guests on
festive occasions

The guests at the wedding threw confetti at the bride
and groom.

confidence

noun /kAnfld ns/

firm trust; a feeling of certainty or boldness; being
sure that you can do something
The lack of confidence made him stammer.

confidential

adjective /kAnfhdensl/

secret, not told or shared with anyone
He leaked the confidential information.

congregate

verb /HkANgrigelt/

to assemble

The students were asked to congregate on the
playing field.
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conquer

verb HKANK [r]/
to defeat or overcome
The king sent his army to conquer new land.

conscience

noun /hkAnS ns/

the part of your mind that tells you whether your
actions are right or wrong
My conscience does not allow me to tell a lie.

consecutive

adjective /K msekj”tlv/

following one after another
Inzamam struck boundaries on consecutive
deliveries.

consequence

noun /HkAnslkw ns”s/

the result of something that has happened
His careless driving lead to a tragic consequence.

considerable

adjective /k“rusld"r bl/

notably large
He used his considerable wealth to help the poor.

consistent

adjective /k nisist”nt/

keeping to a regular pattern or style; not changing
Consistent results were achieved by Ali.

contemptible

adjective /k” mitempt”bl/

not deserving any respect at all
Hurting her feelings like that was a contemptible thing
to do.

contemptuous

adjective /k”nmitemptSu”s/
feeling or showing no respect
She gave me a contemptuous look.
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contentment

noun /k nitentm”nt/

satisfaction

His peaceful surroundings led to a feeling of
contentment.

continue

verb /K nitinju’/
to begin again after stopping
The game will continue after lunch.

contract

noun hHkAntrQkt/

a formal agreement to do something
He has signed a contract to begin working at the
factory.

contradict

verb /kAntrHdikt/

to say that something that someone else has said is
wrong, and that the opposite is true
The two stories contradict each other.

contradiction

noun /kAntrdIkSn/

lack of agreement between facts
There is contradiction between the two sets of
graphs.

contribute

verb /K ntrlbjut/

to give towards something
Our class was asked to contribute articles for the
school magazine.

convenient

adjective /K nwvini" nt/

easy to use
E-mail is a convenient way to keep in touch with
friends.

convince

verb /k nwins/

to make someone agree
1 will try to convince her to join us for a walk.

|28 |



DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Wordlist

to
age group

correspondence

courageous

noun /kArspAnd ns/

letters a person sends and receives
They maintained their friendship through regular
correspondence.

corridor

noun /KArldg[r]/
a passage in a building
He was caught smoking in the corridor.

cosmetic

noun /kAzmetlk/

a substance put on the skin to make it look more
attractive
Lipstick is a cosmetic.

costume

noun hkAstjum/

clothes, especially for a particular purpose
Ali wore a Superman costume to the party.

cosy

adjective /k"Uzi/
warm and comfortable
She was sitting in a cosy little room.

cottage

noun /HkAtldz/

a small, simple house
The old abandoned cottage was the only refuge the
hikers could find from the rain.

counterfeit

adjective /HkaUnt” fit/
fake
He had a counterfeit dollar bill in his pocket.

courage

noun hHkvridz/

the ability to face danger, difficulty or pain even when
you are afraid

It requires a lot of courage to step inside a lion’s
cage.
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adjective /k™reldZ”s/
brave
He took a courageous stand.

courtier

noun hHkcti"[r]/
one of a king’s or queen’s companions at court
The courtier bowed before the king.

crab

noun /krQb/

a shellfish with ten legs, the first two being a set of
pincers

crescent

noun Jkresnt/

a narrow, curved shape coming to a point at each
end
There is a crescent and star on the flag of Pakistan.

crew

noun /kru’/

the people working in a ship or aircraft; a group
working together

The crew on board the space shuttle was ready to
blast off.

criticism

noun hkrltisiz”m/

judgement of someone’s work or ideas
His new novel has received a great deal of negative
criticism.

crockery

noun HkrAk ri/

household china

His mother used her best crockery for Akbar's
birthday.

crocodile

noun hkrAk dall/

a large tropical reptile with thick skin, a long tail and
huge jaws
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croon

verb /kru'n/

to sing softly and gently
The audience will croon along when Michael Buble
will sing in his concert.

crow

noun /kr U/
a large black bird

crucial

adjective hkru’Sl/

most important
The crucial task for the company is to gain consumer
confidence.

crystal

noun hkristl/

a transparent colourless mineral rather like glass
Mother likes to decorate the house with vases made
of crystal.

cucumber

noun Akju'’kvmb”[r]/
a long, green-skinned vegetable eaten raw or pickled
The price of cucumber shot up after the floods.

cultivate

verb /HkVItivelt/

to use land to grow crops
The farmer will cultivate this field.

culture

noun HkvItS [r]/

customs and traditions
Pakistan has a rich culture.

curfew

noun /HkESju/

a time or signal after which people must remain
indoors until the next day

The hostel imposes a curfew after dark.
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curiosity

noun /kjU ribAs”ti/

having a desire to know about something

The letter was not addressed to me but | opened it
out of curiosity.

curtain

noun hHkEtn/

a piece of material hung at a window or door
| pulled back the curtain to let some light in.

cylinder

noun /sllind”[r]/

an object with straight sides and circular ends
A CNG kit with 55 kg of cylinder is available in the
market.
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dab

dawn

verb /dQb/

to touch something quickly and gently
Please dab the spilt coffee with the cloth.

dacite

noun hdelsVIt/

a light gray volcanic rock
The name dacite comes from Dacia, a province of the
Roman Empire where the rock was first described.

dagger

noun /d¢'n/

the time when the sun rises

I don't think I'll be able to go jogging at dawn
tomorrow.

debt

noun /det/

something that is owed
His debt amounts to Rs. 100.

decade

noun /dQg”[r]/
a pointed knife with two sharp edges
The sultan wore his dagger in the front of his belt.

daily

noun hHdekeld/

a period of ten years
It's been a decade since | last heard from him.

decaffeinated

adjective Adelli/

every day
His daily walk keeps him fit.

adjective /di"kQflIneltld/

(of coffee or tea) with the caffeine removed
Decaffeinated coffee is available in the supermarket.

damage deceive
noun HdQmldz/ verb /dbsi'v/
harm or injury done to something to mislead

The allegations are likely to damage his political
career.

dance

verb /dA'ns/

to move in rhythmical steps, usually with music
When they heard the music, they started to dance.

dasheen

It is wrong to deceive your parents.

decide

verb /dbsald/

to make a choice
| cannot decide which flavour of ice cream | want to
eat.

decision

noun /daSi'n/

a plant grown for its edible underground stems
Dasheen should not be cooked too long as it will
become mushy.

datolite

noun /dQtllt/

a mineral with crystals that are colorless or white with
a greenish tinge

Specimens of datolite are largely found in Germany,
Norway, and Italy.
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noun /dbslZn/
making up one’s mind
| have made a decision to study hard for my exams.

declare

verb /dbkle”/

to say something clearly or firmly
She was asked to declare her nationality.
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decomposition

noun /di'kAmp~zISn/

the act of decaying
The decomposition of organic waste is brought about
by bacteria.

decrease

verb /dbkri’s/

to become or make become smaller in size, number,
etc.
People should decrease the amount of fat they eat.

deficiency

noun /dbflSnsi/

a lack or shortage
The little boy has calcium deficiency because he
never finishes his milk.

definite

adjective /Hdefln”t/

clearly stated; exact
He has a very definite taste in clothes.

definition

noun /«defbniSn/

a statement of what a word means
You can use a dictionary to look up the definition of a
word.

deflect

verb /dhflekt/

to make something turn aside
NASA tried to deflect the meteor away from the
Earth.

deforestation

noun /di'fArbstelSn/

the cutting down of trees or forests over a large area
Deforestation is bad for the environment.

degree

noun /dbgri’/

a unit for measuring temperature
The temperature is one degree hotter today.
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dehydrate

verb /divhaldrelt/

to remove all the moisture from something
People in Hunza dehydrate apricots to preserve them
for winter.

deliberate

adjective /dblIb"r t/

done on purpose
She made a deliberate attempt to hurt me.

delicacy

noun AHdellk”si/

a delicious and rare food
Caviar is considered a delicacy in most countries.

delicate

adjective Adellk™t/

easily damaged
She wore a dress of delicate lace.

delicious

adjective /dDbIIS"s/

tasting or smelling very pleasant
The delicious apple pie was made by my mother.

deliver

verb /dblIv [r]/

to take letters or goods etc. to someone’s house or
place of work
The postman will deliver a letter to your house.

delve

verb /delv/

to search
He began to delve into the book for quotations to use
in his speech.

demolish

verb /dbmAlS/

to knock down

We will need to demolish the old house before
building a new one.
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development

noun /dbvel pm nt/

process of becoming bigger, stronger, better, etc.
The development of the computer industry is
progressing at a very fast pace.

devote

verb /dbv Vt/

to give completely
I devote an hour every day to reading.

devotee

noun /ev iti/

an enthusiast

Sara is a devotee of the opera and does not miss a
single performance.

devour

verb /dbvau'[r])/

to eat or swallow something hungrily or greedily
They saw the lion devour the zebra.

diagnose

verb /hdal"gn”Vz/

to find out what disease a person has or what is
wrong

The doctor found it difficult to diagnose the patient’s
illness.

diagonal

adjective /dahQg nl/

at an angle
The teacher asked us to draw a diagonal line.

diagram

noun hdal”grQm/

a drawing or picture that shows the parts of
something or how it works

We tried following the diagram but my airplane model
just was not taking shape.

dialogue

noun hdal lAg/

a conversation

The play contained a long dialogue between the two
main characters.
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diameter

noun /dabQmlit™[r]/

a line drawn straight across a circle or sphere and
passing through its centre

The diameter of a circle is used to calculate its
circumference.

diamond

noun hHdal”m”nd/

a very hard, precious stone, that looks like clear glass
The Kohinoor diamond sits in the Tower of London.

diaper

noun hdal p [r}/

a baby’s nappy
Little Idrees uses up a diaper every few hours.

diesel

noun Adizl/

fuel that works by burning oil in compressed air
This car runs on diesel.

diet

noun hdal t/

the sort of food usually eaten by a person or animal
The doctor told me to watch my diet and exercise
more often.

differentiate

verb /dIfrenSielt/

to distinguish; recognise differences
It is hard to differentiate between these two types of
seeds.

diffuse

verb /difjuz/

to spread widely
We became aware of the leaking gas when it began
to diffuse through the whole house.

digest

verb /dahdZest/

to break down food in the stomach so that the body
can absorb it

Let your food digest before you go swimming.
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dinner

discipline

noun Adin"[r}/

the main meal of the day, usually in the evening
| was so sleepy that | skipped dinner and went to bed.

dinosaur

noun Adls”plin/
obedient behaviour
The school enforces strict discipline.

discourage

noun hdaln”s¢[r}/
a prehistoric lizard like animal, often of enormous size

disadvantage

noun /dIs” dwA'ntldz/

something that is unhelpful
A lack of education is a disadvantage in life.

disagreement

noun /dIsHgri'm”nt/

a difference of opinion
Mandy resigned from her job after a disagreement
with her boss.

disappearance

noun /dIsHpl r ns/

removal from sight
News of the little boy’s disappearance is all over the
papers.

disappoint

verb /dIsHpcint/

to fail to do what someone hopes for
He studies hard because he does not want to
disappoint his parents.

disapprove

verb /dIsHpruv/

to not approve of something
| disapprove of your choice of clothes.

disastrous

adjective /dbzA'str’s/

very bad
The motorist avoided a disastrous accident.
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verb /diskvridz/

to try to dissuade someone from doing something
1 will discourage him from smoking.

discriminate

verb /dbskriminelt/

to treat people differently or unfairly, e.g. because of
their race or religion

It is wrong to discriminate against people of another
race.

discrimination

noun /dlskrimbnelSn/

treating people or things according to differences
The management was accused of discrimination
towards the female work force.

disembarkation

noun /dlIsembAikelSn/

putting or going ashore

The passengers picked up their suitcases, ready for
disembarkation.

disgraceful

adjective /dIsigrelsfl/
shameful
Her disgraceful behaviour was frowned upon.

disguise

verb /disigalz/

to make a person or thing look different in order to
deceive people

The thief tried to disguise himself in order to escape
from the police.

disinfectant

noun /dlsinfekt nt/

a cleaning substance that prevents infection
spreading

The medical team quickly ran out of disinfectant.
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dislodge

verb /dislAdz/

to move or force something from its place
It was impossible to dislodge the heavy rock.

dismissal

noun /dissmisl/

sending away
The bad behaviour of the student led to his dismissal
from class.

disposable

adjective /dbsp”Uz bl/

made to be thrown away after it has been used
| hope all these disposable products are recycled.

disregard

verb /dIsrbgA’d/
to pay no attention to
She chose to disregard my advice.

distinguish

verb /dbstINgwlIS/

to make or notice differences between things
Colour-blind people are unable to distinguish between
red and green.

distinguishable

adjective /dbstINgwlIS bl/

possible to recognise as different from somebody or
something
The identical twins had no distinguishable features.

distribution

noun /dlstrbbju’Sn/

the act of sharing out
Mehr was responsible for the distribution of food to
the refugees.

document

noun HdAkjum nt/

a written paper giving information about something
This document needs to be typed.

©0 00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

to
age group

dodo

noun hd"vd"V/
a large, flightless bird that is now extinct

dolphin

noun AdAIfin/
a sea animal like a small whale with a beaklike snout

dominate

verb HdAminelt/

to control by being stronger or more powerful
The bully tried to dominate his classmates.

donkey

noun AdANKi/
an animal that looks like a small horse with long ears

double

adjective Hdvbl/

twice as much; twice as many
| paid double price to get a better seat on the bus.

dozen

noun hHdvzn/

a set of twelve
Every week, the magazine publishes a dozen very
interesting puzzles.

dragon

noun AdrQg n/

a mythological monster, usually with wings and able
to breathe out fire

dramatise

verb hdrQm~talz/

to express in a dramatic way
He tends to dramatise his problems.

draughts

noun /drA'fts/

a game played with 24 round pieces on a chessboard
They played a game of draughts.
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drowsy

adjective /HdraUzi/

sleepy
The drowsy traveller slept on the train.

duck

noun /dvk/
a swimming bird with a flat beak

duel

noun Adju”l/

a fight between two people, especially with pistols or
swords
You could go to jail for fighting a duel these days.

duplicate

noun /djupllk’t/
an exact copy
Ali kept a duplicate of the document.

dynamite

noun hdaln”malt/

a powerful explosive

The building was demolished with the help of
dynamite.
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eager

adjective hi'g”[r]/
strongly wanting to do something
The children were eager to go to the cinema.

_eagle

noun hi'gl/

a large bird of prey with a sharp, curved beak and
very strong sight

earache

noun hHl relk/

a pain in the ear
She had severe earache and had to be taken to the
hospital.

earn

verb /En/

get something by working or in return for what you
have done
It is harder to earn than to borrow.

earring

noun M)l rIN/

an ornament for the ear
She lost an earring at the party.

earthquake

noun /€ Tkwelk/

a violent movement on some parts of the Earth’s
surface
The earthquake caused widespread damage.

earthworm

noun /HETWEmM/
a long, thin worm that lives in the soil

eavesdrop

verb hivzdrAp/

to listen secretly to a private conversation

The little boy tried to eavesdrop on his friends’
conversation.
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eccentric

adjective /lksentrlk/

behaving strangely
The eccentric behaviour of the old man surprised
people.

echo

noun h)ek”V/

a sound that is heard again as it is reflected off
something
She heard an echo of her voice in the valley.

eclipse

noun /bklips/

the blocking of the Sun’s or moon’s light when the
moon or the Earth is in the way
A lunar eclipse is a rare event.

ecliptic

noun /bkliptlk/

the apparent path of the Sun across the sky over the
course of a year

In spring, the ecliptic in the northern hemisphere is
angled high in the evening sky.

eclogite

noun /EKIAdZVIY/

a coarse-grained greenish rock
Eclogite is a rare rock formed under conditions of
high pressure.

ecology

noun /ikAl"dzi/

the study of living things in relation to each other and
their surroundings
Ecology teaches you about nature.

economic

adjective /i’k »nAmlk/

to do with the economy; profitable
The country’s economic condition is improving.

economical

adjective Ji“k nAmikl/

using as little as possible

The hikers made economical use of their limited
water supply.

381



DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Wordlist

to
age group

edible

eliminate

adjective /ied bl/

suitable for eating
They were separating edible berries from the
poisonous ones.

editor

verb /bliminelt/

to get rid of, remove
She used a spray to eliminate the cockroaches in her
kitchen.

elliptical

noun JedIt”[r]/

the person in charge of a newspaper
The editor hired a journalist for his newspaper.

education

adjective /bliptikl/

oval-shaped
The Earth follows an elliptical orbit around the Sun.

embroidery

noun /edZwkelSn/

the process of training people’s minds and abilities so
that they acquire knowledge and develop skills
Nothing is more important than a good education.

efficient

adjective /bfISnt/

doing work well
She is an efficient worker.

eject

verb /ibdzZekt/

send something out forcefully
We will eject any trouble makers from the meeting.

elastic

noun /blQstlk/

cord or material woven with strands of rubber so that
it can stretch

These trousers have a length of elastic sewn into
their waistbands.

electricity

noun /ldektrls”ti/

a form of energy carried by certain particles of matter,
used for lighting, heating and other work
The electricity had been cut off.

elephant

noun Jellf nt/
a very large animal with a trunk and tusks
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noun /Imvbreld ri/
the art of needlework
She is good at embroidery.

emend

verb /pmend/

to remove errors from a piece of writing
The editor’s job is to emend newspaper articles.

emerald

noun h)em’r’ld/

a bright-green, precious stone
This emerald was mined in Columbia.

emergency

noun /ibmEdZ nsi/

a sudden, serious happening needing prompt action
It is important to stay calm in an emergency.

emigrate

verb hemigrelt/

to leave your own country and go and live in another
He is going to emigrate to Canada.

emperor

noun J)emp r [r]/
a man who rules an empire
The emperor ruled his empire wisely.

employment

noun /Imwplgim”™nt/

a person’s regular trade or profession
He found employment as a gardener.
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evacuate

verb /hvQkjuelt/

to move people away from a dangerous place
Firemen had to evacuate people from the burning
building.

evacuees

noun /lwvQKjwi's/

people who have been evacuated
The evacuees were moved uphill after the flood had
destroyed their houses.

evaluate

verb /bvQljuelt/

to estimate the worth of something
The report card will evaluate your performance in
school.

evaporate

verb /bvQp relt/

to change from liquid into steam or vapour
Heat causes water to evaporate.

eventual

adjective /hventSu”l/

happening at last
His eventual success is guaranteed due to his hard
work.

evidence

noun /evid ns/

anything that gives people reason to believe
something

The police found evidence to prove the man guilty of
robbery.

exaggeration

noun /IgzQdZ relSn/

the act of describing something as bigger,
better or worse than it really is
His story was obviously an exaggeration of the truth.

examination

noun /IgzQmbnelSn/

a test, assessment
Mehr scored high marks in her science examination.
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excavate

verb )eksk”velt/

to dig out
The archaeologist wanted to excavate the remains of
the Indus Valley Civilisation.

exceed

verb /lksi'd/

to be more or greater than
Drivers should not exceed the speed limit.

excellence

noun /eks 1 ns/

extremely good quality
He was awarded a medal for his excellence in sports.

excellent

adjective heks” 1" nt/
extremely good
She bakes an excellent cake.

exceptional

adjective /lksepS nl/

outstandingly good
The actor was praised for his exceptional
performance in the film.

excessively

adverb /lkiseslvli/

more than necessary
The private sector has been borrowing excessively
from the banking system.

excitement

noun /lksaltm™nt/

a strong feeling of eagerness or pleasure
The news caused great excitement among her
friends.

exclaim

verb /lksklelm/

shout out in surprise

The children began to exclaim in surprise at the sight
of the clown.
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excruciating

expert

adjective /lkoskruSieltIN/

very painful
Maha has an excruciating headache.

exercise

noun /ekspEt/

a person with great knowledge or skill in something
He is a karate expert.

exploit

noun J)eks salz/

using your body to make it strong and healthy
You must exercise to keep well.

exhale

verb /lksplclt/

to use a person or thing selfishly
It is wrong to exploit people.

explosion

verb /ekshell/

breathe out
He coughs every time he tries to exhale.

exhaustive

adjective /Igiz¢'stiv/

thorough
We made an exhaustive search.

expand

verb /lkspQnd/

to make larger
Akbar has decided to expand his business.

expectation

noun /ekspekotelSn/

something expected or hoped for
It is my expectation that | will do well in my exams.

expenditure

noun /lkspendItS [r]/
the spending of money

Building a house involves considerable expenditure.

experience

noun /lkspl ri"ns/

something that has happened to you
My camping trip was an enjoyable experience.

experiment

noun /lksperim”nt/

a test made in order to find out what happens
The students conducted an experiment during
science class.
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noun /lkspl”Uzn/

the exploding of a bomb etc.
There was a loud explosion in the neighbour’s
kitchen.

express

verb /lkspres/

to make known
He tried to express his anger.

extraordinary

adjective /lkstr¢'dnri/

very unusual or strange
This ice cream has an extraordinary taste.

extraterrestrial

adjective /iekstr threstri”l/

from outer space
Scientists have been searching for extraterrestrial life.

extravagant

adjective /lksstrQv g nt/

spending a lot more money than necessary
Every month, she spends an extravagant amount of
money on clothes.

eyebrow

noun Jhalbrau/

the fringe of hair growing on the face above the eye
The gentleman had something on his eyebrow.

eyewitness

noun halwltn”s/

a person who actually saw an occurrence
She was an eyewitness to the car accident.
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fanatic

fault

noun /fHnQtlk/

a person who is very enthusiastic about something
The cricket fanatic attended every single match of the
series.

fancy

adjective HfQnsi/

not plain; decorated
She wore fancy clothes to the party.

fantasy

noun AHfQnt"si/
imagined happening
In his fantasy, he saw himself winning the race.

farewell

noun /f¢'lt/

anything that makes a person or thing imperfect
It was his fault that we were late.

favourable

adjective /felv’r bl/

showing approval
There were many favourable reviews of the new book.

favouritism

noun /Hfelv’ritiz”m/
the practice of giving special treatment to a person or

group
The umpire was accused of favouritism.

fearsome

noun /de wel/

goodbye
| felt sad bidding farewell to my friends.

farther

adjective Hfl’s"m/
frightening
They have a fearsome new headmaster.

feast

adverb /HfAD [r]/
more distant
He lives farther from the school, than | do.

fascination

noun [fi'st/

a large, splendid meal
The king prepared a feast for his guests.

feather

noun /dQsbhnelSn/

attraction or interest
Stamp collecting holds a peculiar fascination for some
people.

fashionable

noun /HfeD"[r])/

one of the very light coverings that grow from a bird’s
skin
He wore a feather in his cap.

feature

adjective HfQSn”bl/
in keeping with the current style
She was wearing a fashionable black hat.

noun /Hfi'tS"[r])/
an important part
The most important feature of a camera is its lens.

fatigue federal
noun /fHtig/ adjective /Hfed’r’ I/
tiredness to do with a system in which several states are ruled

Rest will help relieve your fatigue.
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by a central government but are responsible for their
own internal affairs

The federal government decided to abolish child
labour.
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federation

noun /ded relSn/

the union of several provinces, states, to form a
federal union

The United States of America is a federation of
states.

fellow

noun hHfel U/

a man or boy
The old fellow crossed the street.

feminine

adjective /Hfem”nin/

to do with or like women
She wears the most feminine clothes.

fence

noun /fens/

a barrier made of wood or wire around an area
A wooden fence surrounded the farm house.

fennel

noun AHfENI/

an aromatic herb of the parsley family
Sprigs of fennel are used to garnish food.

ferment

verb /fH>ment/

to bubble and change chemically by the action of a
substance such as yeast
Yeast will ferment if you add sugar and liquid to it.

fermium

noun Hf""'ml"m/

a very rare radioactive metal
“Fermium is an artifically produced chemical element.”

ferocious

adjective /fHrousS’s/
fierce or savage
I have a ferocious dog.
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ferrite

noun MHfErVIY/

a chemical containing iron
Ferrite is used to make the filaments in electric bulbs.

fertilisation

noun MHfEt lalzelSn/

the act of adding substances to the soil to make it
more fertile
The fertilisation of the field improved the wheat crop.

festival

noun /festlvl/

a time when people arrange special celebrations
Vesak is a Buddhist festival of lights.

fete

noun /felt/

an outdoor entertainment with stalls and sideshows
There will be a magic show at the fete.

fever

noun AHfiv'[r]/

an abnormally high body temperature, usually with an
illness
The girl was suffering from a high fever.

feverish

adjective Hfi'vrls/

having an abnormally high body temperature
The feverish boy slept all morning.

fiction

noun /HflkSn/

writings about events that have not really happened
Akbar enjoyed reading fiction.

fiddle

verb /Hfidl/

fidget or play around with something
Do not fiddle with your shoes.
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fidgeting

flattering

verb HfldZItIN/

make small restless movements
He kept fidgeting throughout the lecture.

fierce

adjective /fl"s/

angry and violent or cruel
There was a fierce battle between the two armies.

figure

noun /Hflg”[r]/
the shape of a person’s body
Too much cake will spoil your figure.

finalist

noun /Hfaln”llIst/

a competitor in a final
He is a finalist here for the second year running.

finance

adjective HfIQt rIN/

make a person or thing seem better than they really
are
It was not a very flattering photograph.

flaunt

verb /fi¢g'nt/
to show off
He likes to flaunt his expensive cars.

flavour

noun /flelv [r)/

the taste of something
Too much salt will spoil the flavour of the food.

flea

noun /fli/
a small jumping insect that sucks blood

flexible

noun /falnQns/

the use or management of money
It is important for a businessman to be trained in
finance.

fishmonger

noun AfISmvNg[r]/

a shopkeeper who sells fish
That fishmonger sells the finest fish.

fizzy

adjective /flzi/

having a lot of small bubbles
I do not like fizzy drinks.

flask

noun /flAsk/

a bottle with a narrow neck
The flask contained coffee.
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adjective /fleks bl/

easy to bend or stretch
Gymnasts have flexible bodies.

flicker

verb HflIk™[r]/

to burn or shine unsteadily
The candle will flicker in the breeze.

floodlight

noun AHflvdlalt/

a lamp that makes a broad bright beam to light up a
stage or stadium

They had to cancel the match due to problems with
the floodlight system.

flounder

verb /HflaUnd™[r]/

to move clumsily or with difficulty
He had to flounder through the deep water.
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formidable fowl
adjective AHf¢'mlid bl/ noun /faul/

frightening
A raging elephant is a formidable sight.

formula

noun Hf¢'mj 17/

a rule expressed in symbols or numbers

The students were taught the formula for calculating
the volume of an object.

fortnight

a bird, especially one kept on a farm etc. for its eggs
or meat
A chicken is a type of fowl.

fragile

adjective /HfrQdzall/

easy to break or damage
The fragile glass fell and broke.

frank

noun /Hf¢tnalt/

a period of two weeks
The parcel will probably be here in a fortnight.

fortress

adjective /frQNk/

making your thoughts and feelings clear to people
The frank boy expressed his displeasure.

frantic

noun AHfctr’s/

a fortified building or town

The fortress was very strong and strategically
located.

fortunately

adverb /Hf¢'tS n"tli/
luckily
Fortunately, it did not rain during the picnic.

forty

noun /Hf¢'ti/
the number 40
My uncle turned forty last year.

fossil

noun /fAsl/

the remains of a prehistoric animal or plant that has
been buried in the ground for centuries that become
hardened in rock

A fossil reveals information about a prehistoric plant
or animal.

fountain

noun /Hfaunt™n/

an ornamental structure in which a jet of water shoots
up into the air

We threw coins into the fountain for good luck.
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adjective HfrQntlk/
wildly agitated or excited
The doctors made frantic attempts to revive him.

freak

adjective /fri'k/

very strange or abnormal
Arif was killed in a freak accident.

freeze

verb /fri'z/

turn into ice; make or be very cold
To freeze water you must put it in the freezer.

frequent

adjective Hfritkw nt/

happening often
Mehr made frequent trips to the library.

friendly

adjective /frendli/

behaving like a friend
Asif’s family are very friendly people.

_frightening

adjective /fraltnIN/

making afraid
Frightening sounds were heard at night.
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frolic

verb /HfrAlik/

play about in a lively cheerful way
The children were allowed to frolic in the park.

frown

verb /fraUn/

wrinkle your forehead because you are angry or
worried

A stern frown from the teacher was enough to keep
the children quiet.

fruit

noun /fru't/

the seed-container that grows on a tree or plant and
is often used as food
Fruit should be an essential part of your diet.

frustration

noun /frvistrelSn/
angry disappointment
Ali banged the table in frustration.

fuel

noun Afju™l/

something that is burnt to produce heat or power
Coal is used as fuel to run train engines.

fumble

verb /HfVvmbl/

hold or handle something clumsily
While he was sitting alone he began to fumble with
his keys.

fundamental

adjective /fvndHmentl/

basic

Believing in one God is a fundamental principle of
Islam.

funeral

noun Hfju'n’r’l/

the ceremony when a dead person is buried
Malik’s funeral will be on Monday.
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furniture

noun AfEnItS"[r]/

tables, chairs, and other moveable things that you
need in a house or school or office
We went to buy new furniture for the house.

fuse

noun /fju'z/

a safety device containing a short piece of wire that
melts if too much electricity is passed through it

A fuse is used in an electrical circuit for safety.

150 |



DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Wordlist

to
age group

gadget

noun hgQdzIt/

any small, useful tool
This gadget is used to open tins.

_gaily

adverb /hgelli/

in a cheerful way
The children waved gaily as they left for school.

noun hHgA’l"/
a festive occasion
The hall was decorated with buntings for the gala.

gallant

adjective /HgQl nt/

brave

The soldier’s gallant behaviour was rewarded with a
medal.

_gallop

noun /hgQIl p/

the fastest pace that a horse can go
The horse raced to the finishing line at a gallop.

“gamma

noun hHgam”/

a letter of the Greek alphabet
Gamma is the third letter of the Greek alphabet.

ganglion

noun AHgaNgll“n/

a mass of nerve cells

The spinal ganglion contains the nerve-cell bodies of
the nerve fibres.

garage

noun hgQrAzZ/

a building where motor vehicle may be kept or
serviced

He parked his car in the garage.
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_garden

noun hgA'dn/

a piece of ground where flowers, fruit, or vegetables
are grown
| have planted a rose bush in my garden.

_garlic

noun hgA’lIk/

a plant with a bulb divided into smaller bulbs (cloves)
which have a strong smell and taste
He seasoned the fish with garlic.

_garnet

noun hganlt/

a red gemstone
She asked the jeweller to replace the broken garnet
in her necklace.

garnish

noun /HgAnIS/

something used to decorate food or give it extra
flavour
Parsley is used as a garnish.

gasket

noun hHgasklt/

a piece of rubber etc between 2 metal surfaces, to
prevent steam, gas etc escaping

Her father manufactures gasket for the automative
industry.

gasoline

noun hgas’li'n/

a mixture of flammable liquid derived mainly from
crude petroleum
Rise in crude oil prices will make gasoline expensive.

_gavial

noun hgelvl I/

a member of the crocodile family, this reptile has a
long slender snout

Sentence not Required
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gem

noun /dZem/

a precious stone; an excellent person or thing
Ruby is an expensive gem.

_generate

verb hHdZen relt/

to produce or create
The school held a fair to generate money for charity.

generation

noun /«dZen relSn/

all the people born at about the same time
Our parents’ generation enjoys listening to classical
music.

generator

noun hHdZen relt [r]/

a machine that produces electricity
During the power cut, we used the generator to
produce electricity.

generosity

noun /dZen rAs ti/
willingness in giving away one’s money
The rich man was known for his generosity.

_genius

noun AHdZi'ni’s/

a very clever person
Einstein was a mathematical genius.

gentleman

noun AHdZentim™n/

a courteous or honourable man
Despite his upbringing, he was a gentleman in every
possible way.

genuine

adjective HdZenjuln/
real; not faked
This painting is a genuine antique.
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geography
noun /dZiAgr fi/

the study of the Earth’s climate, peoples and products
Sara enjoys studying geography.

_geology

noun /dziAl"dzi/

the study of the structure of the Earth’s crust and its
layers

We learnt about the Earth’s core in the geology class.

geometry

noun /dZibAm tri/

the study of lines, angles, surfaces and solids in
mathematics

We learnt how to calculate the volume of a sphere in
geometry.

gesture

noun hdZestS™[r]/

something that you do or say to show a particular
feeling or intention
It would be a nice gesture to send her some flowers.

ghost

noun /g Ust/
the spirit of a dead person
The ghost haunted the house.

_gibberish

noun AHdZIb rIS/

speech or writing that is difficult to understand or is
meaningless
I am sick and tired of his gibberish.

ginger

noun hdZIndZ"[r]/

a plant root with a hot and spicy taste, used as
seasoning

He bought ginger and garlic from the vegetable
market.

_giraffe

noun /dZHrAf/

an African animal, the world’s tallest mammal, which
reaches up to 5.5 metres in height
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_gladiator

noun AhglQdielt™[r]/

a man trained to fight for public entertainment in
ancient Rome

The gladiator fought bravely.

_glamorous

adjective HglQm~r’s/
excitingly attractive
The movie star was wearing a glamorous dress.

glamour

noun AHglQm”[r]/
attractiveness
The glamour of films inspired him to become an actor.

glaze

verb /glelz/

to give a shiny surface to something
Mehr is going to glaze the cake with some icing.

_glide

verb /glald/

to move along smoothly
1 will glide across the ice in my skates.

_glimpse

noun /glimps/

a brief view

| caught a glimpse of the film star as she arrived at
the premiere.

glitter

noun /Hglit™[r]/
tiny sparkling pieces used for decoration
Mehr used glitter to decorate her hair.

glittering

adjective /glit rIN/
sparkling
The glittering lake shone beautifully in the sunlight.
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_glorify

verb /glcrifal/

to make a thing seem more attractive than it really is
It is a film that tries to glorify war.

_glorious

adjective /glcris/
wonderful or magnificent
The glorious sunset was enjoyed by the hikers.

glossary

noun /glAs ri/

a list of difficult words with their meanings explained
The textbook contained a glossary at the end.

gnat

noun /nQt/
a tiny fly that bites

_gnome

noun /n"Um/

a kind of dwarf in fairy tales, usually living
underground
The gnome and his family lived happily ever after.

_goldfish

noun hg~UIdfIS/
a small red or orange fish, often kept as a pet

goose

noun /gu's/

a long-necked water bird with webbed feet, larger
than a duck

_gooseberry

noun /hgUzb7ri/

a small, green fruit that grows on a prickly bush
The gooseberry bush grows naturally in thick forests.

gorge

noun /g¢'dz/

a narrow valley with steep sides

The hikers had walked through a gorge to reach their
camp.
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_gorilla

noun /gHrll”/
an African ape, the largest of all the apes

_government

noun Agvv nm nt/

the group of people who are in charge of the public
affairs of a country

The government is responsible for maintaining the
law and order of a country.

grace

noun /grels/

beauty, especially of movement
The ballerina moved with extraordinary grace.

graduation

noun /grQdZwelSn/

the ceremony at which school or college degrees are

given
The principal handed out degrees at the graduation.

grammar

noun hgrQm”[r]/
the rules for using words and punctuation correctly
The students were taught grammar and literature.

_grammatical

adjective /gr/>mQtikl/

of or relating to grammar
There are many grammatical errors in this essay.

grandfather

noun hgrQnfA D [r]/
the father of one’s father or mother
His grandfather is a wise old man.

graphic

adjective /hgrQfik/
vivid, lifelike
Ali gave a graphic account of his camping trip.
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_grateful

adjective /greltfl/

very thankful
The student extended her grateful thanks to all her
teachers.

_gratify

verb hgrQtifal/

to satisfy a feeling
1 will gratify your daughter’s curiosity.

gratitude

noun /grQtitju’d/
thanks
He expressed his gratitude for her help.

gravitational

adjective /grQvbtelS nl/

to do with the force of gravity

The gravitational pull of the Sun keeps the Earth in
orbit.

greedy

adjective Agridi/

wanting more food, money, or other things than you
need

The greedy boy ate the entire packet of sweets.

_greengrocer

noun hgri'ngr”Us”[r]/

a person who keeps a shop that sells fruit and
vegetables

I bought some carrots from the greengrocer.

grey

adjective /grel/
the colour between black and white
The professor wore a grey sulit.

grievance

noun /gri'v'ns/

something that people are discontented about
The teacher listened patiently to the student’s
grievance.
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_groceries

noun hgr Us”ris/
items of food
She has gone to the market to buy groceries.

grub

noun /grvb/
a tiny, worm-like creature that will become an insect

grudge

noun /grvdz/

a feeling of resentment or ill will
She isn’t the sort of person who bears a grudge.

_guarantee

noun /gQr niti’/

an assurance that certain conditions will be fulfilled
There is no guarantee that he will succeed.

_guardian

noun /hgAdi“n/

a person who is legally in charge of a child whose
parents cannot look after him or her

His aunt acted as his guardian while his parents were
away.

_guitar

noun /ghtA[r]/
a musical instrument played by plucking its strings
He is skilled at playing the guitar.

gymnasium

noun /dZInvnelzi"m/

a place equipped for gymnastics
Nadia trained at the gymnasium from an early age.

gymnastics

noun /dZImnQstlks/

exercises performed to display strength and agility
There was a display of gymnastics at the school’s
Sports Day.
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headache

noun hHhedelk/

a pain in the head
| went home early from work due to a severe
headache.

headmistress

noun /thedmlstr”s/

a female head teacher
The teacher asked the headmistress to discipline the
unruly students

headquarters

noun /thedkwgt z/

the place from which an organisation is controlled
The general immediately returned to headquarters.

health

noun /helT/

the condition of a person’s body or mind
His health is improving.

hectic

adjective hHhektlk/

busy and confused
Zara was tired at the end of a hectic day.

hedgehog

noun HhedzhAg/
a small animal covered with long prickles

heighten

verb hHhaltn/

to make higher
The carpenter was asked to heighten the table.

helicopter

noun hHhellkApt [r])/

an aircraft with large horizontal propellers or rotor
The helicopter circled over the forest fire.

hemisphere

noun Hhemisfl”[r]/
half the Earth
Australia is in the Southern hemisphere.
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henceforth

adverb /chensif¢' T/

from now on

Wearing the school uniform is compulsory,
henceforth.

hereditary

adjective /h™redltri/

passed on from parent to child; inherited
Diabetes can be a hereditary disease.

heredity

noun /h™red ti/

the process of inheriting physical or mental
characteristics from parents or ancestors
Heredity determines the colour of our eyes.

heritage

noun hherltldz/

the things that someone has inherited
The Badshahi Mosque is part of our national heritage.

hermetically

adverb /hEmetlkli/

S0 as to be airtight
The tin is hermetically sealed.

hermit

noun HhE'mIit/

a person who lives alone and keeps away from
people
The hermit lived in a cave.

hesitate

verb hhezltelt/

to be slow or uncertain in speaking, moving
| hesitate to be the bearer of bad news.

heterogeneous

adjective /Hhet” r"dzZini”s/
composed of people or things of different kinds
The country has a heterogeneous population.
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hibernation

hire

noun /halb™nelSn/

state of deep sleep in which some animals pass the
winter
Bears go into hibernation in winter.

hierarchy

noun hhal” rA’ki/

an organisation that ranks people one above the
other according to the power or authority that they
hold

She is a senior professor in the college hierarchy.

hieroglyphics

noun /hal r"glifiks/

pictures or symbols used in ancient Egypt to
represent words

The walls of the tomb were covered in hieroglyphics.

hijack

verb hHhaldZQk/

to seize control of an aircraft or vehicle during a
journey
The criminals tried to hijack the aeroplane.

hilarious

adjective /hble’ri"s/

very funny
The comedian’s hilarious jokes had the audience
laughing.

hindquarters

noun /halndkwg't z/

an animal’s back legs
They held the sheep by its hindquarters.

hinge

noun /hindz/

a joining device on which a lid or door turns when it
opens
The door fell off its hinge.

hippopotamus

noun /hip pAt'm”s/
a very large African animal that lives near water
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verb hHhal” [r]/

to pay money to borrow something for a short time
He was told to hire a car for the day.

historical

adjective /hbstArlkl/

to do with history
Historical novels are very popular.

hitherto

adverb /hID"tu”/

until this time
Hitherto, there have been no problems.

hollow

adjective HhAI"U/

with an empty space inside; not solid
A drum is a hollow object.

honeysuckle

noun hHhvnisvkl/

a climbing plant with fragrant yellow or pink flowers
I could smell the honeysuckle when | went out into
the garden in the evenings.

honourable

adjective HAn"r bl/

deserving honour
Teaching is an honourable profession.

hoof

noun /hu’f/

the hard part of the foot of a horse etc.
The blacksmith shod the horse’s hoof.

hooligan

noun hHhu’lig'n/

a rough and violent young person
The hooligan was arrested by the police.

hopeful

adjective Hh”upfl/

likely to be good or successful

The result of the election is a hopeful sign that there
will be peace.
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iceberg

noun halsbEg/

a large mass of ice floating in the sea with most of it
under water

The ship was severely damaged when it hit an
iceberg.

icicle

noun Jhalslkl/

pointed, hanging, pieces of ice, formed when dripping
water freezes
He broke off an icicle from the edge of the roof.

identical

adjective /abdentlkl/

exactly the same
Mehr and Maha are identical twins.

identification

noun /aldentlfbkelSn/

who or what a person or a thing is
Early identification of a disease can prevent illness.

idiom

noun AHldi"m/

a phrase that means something different from the
meaning of the words in it

‘Let the cat out of the bag’is an idiom meaning to tell
a secret by mistake.

idle

adjective haldl/

doing no work; lazy
The idle boy wasted his time.

idolise

verb hald”lalz/

to admire someone greatly
Children usually idolise their parents.

ignorance

noun hHlgn“r ns/

not knowing about something

In my ignorance, | failed to come downstairs to meet
the guests.
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illegal
adjective /bli'gl/
not lawful

The illegal immigrants were caught.

illite

noun MHIIVIY

group of grey, green, or yellowish-brown clay minerals
lllite does not expand on absorption of water.

illiteracy

noun /blit"r si/

inability to read or write
llliteracy is Pakistan’s heaviest burden.

illustration

noun /dl strelSn/

descriptive example, often pictorial
The book had a colourful illustration on its cover.

image

noun himldz/

the appearance of something as seen in a mirror or
camera
Alia saw the reflection of her image in the water.

imagination

noun /lkmQdzZbhnelSn/
the ability to imagine things
Children have a wonderful sense of imagination.

imaginative

adjective /bmQdzIn”tiv/
creative
Grandma used to tell us very imaginative stories.

immeasurable

adjective /bmeZ r bl/

too large or great to be measured

The industrialist had accumulated immeasurable
wealth.
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immediately

imperfect

adverb /bmiditli/

at once; without delay
His mother asked him to return home immediately
after school.

immoral

adjective /bmAr”I/

morally wrong
Stealing is an immoral act.

immortal

adjective /bmc'tl/

living forever
Everything in life would be different if we were
immortal beings.

immunise

verb hlmjunalz/

to give a person resistance to a disease, e.g. by
vaccination
It is important to immunise every child against polio.

impatient

noun /ImpelSnt/

not patient; in a hurry
The impatient man was getting annoyed at their lack
of interest.

impel

verb /Impel/

urge; drive forward
There are various reasons that impel me to that
conclusion.

impenetrable

adjective /Impenltr”bl/

impossible to get through
It was difficult to cross the impenetrable jungle.

imperative

adjective /Imwper”tiv/
essential
It is imperative to continue treatment for two months.
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adjective /ImpCEfekt/
with mistakes
We live in an imperfect world.

implausible

adjective /Imwpl¢'z bl/
not seeming reasonable or likely to be true
It sounded like an implausible excuse.

implicit

adjective /Imvplisit/

not directly expressed
She had the implicit trust of her staff.

impolite

adjective /dmpHlalt/

rude
The impolite boy was punished by his father.

impress

verb /Imwpres/

to make a person admire something
She tried to impress her teacher with her work.

impression

noun /ImpreSn/

an effect produced on the mind
I think | made a good impression on my boss.

improbable

adjective /ImprAb”bl/

unlikely

The police detective listened to the suspects
improbable story.

improvise

verb Hlmpr~valz/

compose or perform something without a rehearsal or
with whatever is available

The actors forgot their lines and had to improvise the
last scene.
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infant

noun hHInf nt/

a baby or young child
The infant was asleep in the cot.

infinite

adjective hHInfin"t/

endless or without limit
We do not have an infinite amount of time.

inflammable

adjective /InflQm~bl/
able to be set on fire

It is advised not to smoke near inflammable objects.

inflate

verb /Inflelt/

to fill something with air or gas to make it bigger
We had to inflate the balloons for the party.

influence

noun AHInflu'ns/

the power to change what somebody believes or does
A teacher has a strong influence over her students.

influential

adjective /dnflwenSl/

having a lot of influence
She is a very influential politician.

information

noun /Inf >melSn/

facts
A library is a good place to look for information.

infrequent

adjective /Infri’kw nt/

rarely happening
A solar eclipse is an infrequent occurrence.

infuriate

verb /InfjUrielt/

to make a person very angry

Little Johnny always manages to infuriate his father
with his naughtiness.
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inhabitant

noun /ImhQblt nt/

a person who lives in a particular place
The oldest inhabitant of the village has survived a
series of droughts and floods.

inhale

verb /Imhell/

to breathe in
Your lungs expand when you inhale.

inoculate

verb /bnAkjulelt/

to inject or treat someone with a vaccine or serum as
a protection against a disease

The doctor wanted to inoculate the child against
typhoid.

insane

adjective /Iniseln/

not sane, mad
The insane child went out during a raging storm.

insect

noun hHinsekt/

a small animal with six legs, no backbone, and a
body divided into three parts (head, thorax, abdomen)

insensitive

adjective /Insens”tiv/

not thinking about other people’s feelings
His insensitive remarks made her cry.

inseparable

adjective /lInvsepr”bl/

not able to be separated
Mehr and Yasha were inseparable friends.

insistent

adjective /Irslst”nt/

very firm in asking for something

The management adhered to the insistent demands
of the workers.
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instalment

intercept

noun /Imst¢ lm™nt/

small sums of money paid at regular intervals
I paid the first instalment for my car.

instant

adjective hHInst"nt/

happening immediately
She took an instant dislike to me.

instruct

verb /lmvstrvkt/

to teach a person a subject or skill
Sara asked her teacher to instruct her in
mathematics.

instrument

noun hHinstr'm nt/

a tool or device used for a particular task
The piano is a musical instrument.

insurance

noun /ImSU"r ns/

an agreement to compensate someone for a loss,
damage or injury in return for a payment made in
advance

He decided to take out insurance against fire and
theft.

intelligence

verb /dnt sept/

to stop or catch a person or thing that is going from
one place to another

Reporters tried to intercept him as he was leaving the
hotel.

interfere

verb /dnt"fl"[r]/

to get in the way; obstruct
Please do not interfere in my business.

international

adjective /dnt"»nQSn”I/
belonging to more than one country
English is an international language.

interrupt

verb /dntHrvpt/

to prevent something from continuing by breaking in
on it
Please do not interrupt me when | am talking.

interview

noun Ahint"vju’/

a formal meeting with someone to ask him or her
guestions or to obtain information

I was called for a job interview.

intimidation

noun /IntelldZ" ns/

the ability to learn, understand and think in a logical
way about things

He didn’t even have the intelligence to call for an
ambulance.

intensify

verb /Initenslfal/

to make more strong

The heat will intensify in the future due to global
warming.
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noun /Ind¢IimbdelSn/

feeling of fear or threat
Female workers have been complaining of
intimidation.

intrigue

verb /Intri'g/

to interest very much
The aim of the lecture was to intrigue the audience.

introduction

noun /dntrdvkSn/

introducing somebody or something

| wrote a two-paragraph introduction on the Asian
elephant in my English essay.
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jade

journalist

noun /dZeld/

a hard green gemstone
Jade is used in jewellry and decorative items.

jealous

noun AHdZEn”lIst/

a person who writes for a newspaper or magazine
The journalist is interested in current events.

journey

adjective hHdZel”s/

unhappy because you feel that someone is luckier
than you

The jealous girl made sure that if she could not have
a new dress, no-one could.

jewellery

noun AhdzZuIri/

objects such as rings and necklaces that people wear
as decoration
Somebody stole her favourite jewellery.

jinxed

adjective /dZINkst/

causing bad luck or misfortune
The whole family seemed to be jinxed.

jojoba

noun /h»Hh”Ub"/

oil from the seeds of an American plant
Jojoba is often used in cosmetics and shampoos.

jolt

noun /dzZ Ult/

a sudden, rough movement
The door closed with a jolt.

joule

noun /dzu’l/

a unit of energy
The joule is a unit of energy named after James
Joule.

journalism

noun AHdZEn“llz"m/

the profession of writing for newspapers or
magazines

Ahmed is interested in studying journalism.
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noun hdZEni/

going from one place to another
My father went on a journey by train.

jubilation

noun /«ddZu’bblelSn/

a feeling of great joy and celebration
There was jubilation amongst the students when a
holiday was announced.

Judaism

proper noun hHdzu'dellz"m/
the religion of the Jews
Judaism is one of the oldest religions of the world.

judge
noun /dzvdz/

a person in a court who has the authority to decide
how criminals should be punished or to make legal

decisions
The judge listened carefully to all the evidence.

judgement

noun hHdzZvdZm nt/

the decision made by a law court
The court’s judgement was fair and just.

juggernaut

noun hdZvg ngt/

a huge cart or lorry
The juggernaut was used to transport cars.

juggle

verb hdzVgl/

to toss and catch a number of objects skilfully for
entertainment, keeping one or more in the air at any
time

The young circus boy had to learn to juggle.
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kale

keyboard

noun /kell/

dark green vegetable like a cabbage
Kale is an excellent source of Vitamin A & C.

kame

noun hki‘bg'd/

a set of keys on a piano, computer, typewriter
Practice will help you to type faster on a keyboard.

kidnap

noun /kelm/

a short ridge or mound of sand and gravel deposited
during the melting of glacial ice

It is quite common to see a kame in the glaciated
valleys of the Scottish Lowlands.

kangaroo

noun /kkQNg“ru’/

an Australian animal that moves by jumping on its
strong hind legs

karate

noun /KHrAti/

a Japanese method of self-defence in which the
hands and feet are used as weapons

Every year the school hosted a competition of karate.

kennel

noun Jhkenl/

a shelter for a dog
I had a new kennel built for my puppy.

ketchup

noun /ketS" p/
a thick bottled sauce often made from tomatoes
I love eating french fries with ketchup.

ketone

noun hkit"un/

any of a class of organic compounds
Simple ketone is generally not highly toxic.

kettle

noun /hketl/

a container for boiling water in
Sara used the kettle to boil water for tea.
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verb /kldnQp/

to take someone away by force, especially to obtain a
ransom
To kidnap someone is a serious crime.

kidney

noun hkldni/

either of the two organs in the body that remove
waste products from the blood and excrete them as
urine

The infection damaged her kidney.

kilometre

noun HkIl"mi't"[r])/

a unit of length equal to 1,000 metres

I walk one kilometre every morning in order to keep
fit.

kilowatt

noun /kil"wAt/

a unit of electrical power
In class we learnt that 1,000 watts is equal to 1
kilowatt.

kindergarten

noun /kind gA'tn/

a school or class for very young children
Ali will join kindergarten in September.

kiosk

noun hkiAsk/

a small hut or stall where things are sold
He bought a drink from the kiosk on the beach.

kitchen

noun /kItSIn/

a room where you cook food
| enjoy baking cakes in my kitchen.
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laboratory

landscape

noun /1M bAr tri/

a room or building equipped for scientific
experiments

There was a small explosion in our school laboratory
yesterday.

laborious

adjective /I"b¢’ri”s/
needing or using a lot of hard work and effort
I am not getting paid enough for such laborious work.

labour

noun hlelb”[r}/

physical work
The workers voted to withdraw their labour.

labyrinth

noun AHIQb rInT/

a complicated arrangement of passages or paths
The boy was lost for hours inside the labyrinth.

ladle

noun AHlQndskelp/

scenery
Ahmed wanted to photograph every beautiful
landscape on his way.

landslide

noun AHlQndslald/

a huge mass of soil and rock sliding down a slope
The road is blocked due to a landslide.

language

noun HIQNgwldz/
words and their use
He speaks a different language.

lanolin

noun Ahlan”lin/

a wax obtained from sheep’s wool
Lanolin is used in soaps, creams, ointments and
cosmetics.

lapse

noun hleldl/

a large deep spoon with a long handle
She used a ladle to serve him soup.

ladybird

noun /IQps/

a period of time between two things that happen
After a lapse of six months we met up again.

latitude

noun MHledibEd/
a small, flying beetle, usually red with black spots

lamb

noun /IQm/
a young sheep

lamentable

adjective HlIQm ™ nt"bl/
regrettable
She shows a lamentable lack of understanding.

lance

noun /IAns/

a long spear
He threw the lance at the target with all his might.
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noun AHIQtitju’d/

the distance of a place from the Equator measured in
degrees

In geography class today, we looked at the map to
find out the latitude of London.

laugh

verb /IAf/

to make sounds that show you are happy or think
something is funny

His funny jokes make me laugh.

laughable

adjective MHIAT bl/

deserving to be laughed at

His laughable attempt at bowling was an
embarrassment to the team.
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laundry

noun hl¢'ndri/

a place where clothes are washed and ironed
She will take her dirty clothes to the laundry after
work.

lavatory

noun AHIQv tri/

a toilet; a room containing a toilet
The nearest public lavatory is at the station.

lavender

noun AHIQv nd [r)/
a shrub with sweet-smelling purple flowers
Lavender is used in the perfume industry.

lawnmower

noun AHlg’nm U™ [r]/

a machine for cutting grass

Put the lawnmower in the garden shed after you have
finished cutting the grass.

lawyer

noun MHIC [r)/

a person who is qualified to give advice in matters of
law

My grandmother was a lawyer by profession.

leadership

noun AHlid”SIp/

management; guidance
Under the leadership of their new coach, the hockey
team played well in the tournament.

lease

noun /li’s/

an agreement to allow someone to use a building or
land for a fixed period in return for payment

The lease on this house will expire next month and
we must look for a new place to live.

ledge

noun /ledz/

a narrow shelf

| placed a bowl of water on the window ledge for the
birds.

©0 00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

to
age group

leech

noun /Ii'tS/
a small, blood-sucking worm that lives in water

_legendary

adjective hHledZ” ndri/

very well known; famous and inspiring admiration
Oscar Wilde is a legendary aesthete.

legislate

verb pHledZislelt/

to make laws
The government promises to legislate in order to put
an end to child labour.

leisure

noun hlez [r}/

time that is free from work, when you can do what
you like

Meet me during the lunch break so we can talk at
leisure.

lemonade

noun /dem™neld/

a sweet lemon-flavoured drink
It is refreshing to drink cool lemonade on a hot
summer day.

lengthen

verb hHleNT n/

to make or become longer
| asked the tailor to lengthen the sleeves of my new
dress.

lengthening

verb HleNT nIN/

making or becoming longer
Grandma sat by the window lengthening my old skirt,
for | had grown too tall to wear it as it was.

leopard

noun hlep d/

a wild animal like a big cat with yellow fur and dark
spots
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lethargy

noun hHleT dzi/

extreme lack of energy
A jog in the park will help take away your lethargy.

lettuce

noun hletls/

a garden plant with broad, crisp leaves used in salads
Lettuce is good for your health.

liberation

linger

verb HlINg [r]/
to be slow to leave
It is strange how childhood memories linger with time.

linguistics

noun /lINigwIstlks/

the study of languages
He is studying linguistics at the university.

lion

noun /dIb relSn/

freedom
The liberation of Algeria was a historic event.

licence

noun hlalsns/

an official permit to do, use or own something
I got my driving licence yesterday.

lieutenant

noun hlal"n/
a large, strong, flesh-eating animal of the cat family

liquid

noun hHllkwlid/

a substance like water or oil that flows freely but
(unlike a gas) has a constant volume
A liquid will take the shape of its container.

listen

noun /lefiten nt/

an officer in the army or navy
The lieutenant performed his duties with great
responsibility.

lighthouse

noun hlalthaUs/

a tower with a bright light at the top to guide or warn
ships

It took us a long time to climb to the top of the
lighthouse at the beach.

lilac

noun Hlall"k/

pale purple colour
All shades of lilac and purple are fashionable.

limpet

noun AHlimplt/
a small shellfish that attaches itself firmly to rocks
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verb Hllisn/

to pay attention in order to hear something
| told her three times, but she did not listen.

literature

noun AHlitr tS[r]/

books and other writings
William Shakespeare is famous for his great works of
literature.

litter

verb Nt [r]/

to make a place untidy with rubbish left lying about
Use the dustbin and do not litter the park.

livestock

noun AhlalvstAk/

farm animals
The livestock was well taken care of by the farmer.

lizard

noun AHliz"d/
a reptile with a rough skin, four legs, and a long tail
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lullaby

noun AHlVI bal/

a song that is sung to send a baby to sleep
The mother sang a lullaby to her baby son.

luminous

adjective Hlu'min”s/

glowing in the dark
| dared her to wear a luminous yellow hat.

luscious

adjective HIVS“s/

richly sweet in taste or smell; delicious

We ate some luscious mangoes straight from the
tree.
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majesty

manager

noun /HmQdZ sti/

impressiveness in scale or proportion
| was awe struck by the majesty of the great
mountains.

majority

noun /mQnIdZ” [r]/

a person who controls something
The manager of the cricket team arranged their
matches.

mandarin

noun /m”HdZAr ti/

the greatest part of a group of people or things
The majority of the class passed their exams.

malaria

noun /HmQnd”rin/

a kind of small orange
Mandarin is a citrus fruit.

manicure

noun /mhle’ri’/

a disease spread by mosquitoes that causes fever
Steps have been taken to control the spread of
malaria.

malevolent

adjective /mhlev’ I nt/

harmful; wishing to harm people
The man with the malevolent attitude was refused
admission at the club.

malfunction

noun /mQbfVNkSn/

faulty functioning
A malfunction in the car’s engine caused it to stall.

malignant

adjective /m™lign”nt/
harmful or cruel
Doctors had diagnosed malignant cancer in his liver.

mammoth

noun /MmQmM’ T/
an extinct elephant with hairy skin and curved tusks

manageable

noun /mQnlkju”[r}/
care and treatment of hands and nails
She has a manicure every Thursday.

manipulate

verb /m*nlpjulelt/

to handle or arrange something skilfully
The worker learnt to manipulate the levers of the
machine.

mankind

noun /mQmnkalnd/

human beings in general
It is interesting to study the history of mankind.

manoeuvre

noun /mHnuv’[r]/
a difficult or skilful action
Parking in a small space is a difficult manoeuvre.

mansion

noun /HmQnsSn/

a large, stately house
The rich man lived in a mansion.

mantelpiece

adjective /mQnldZ bl/

able to be coped with

The situation after the earthquake was far from
manageable.
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noun /HmQntlpi’s/
a shelf above a fireplace
We keep old pictures on the mantelpiece.
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manufacture

verb /mQnjufQktS [r]/
to make
He set up a factory to manufacture cloth.

manuscript

noun /HmQnjuskript/

something written or typed but not printed
He submitted the manuscript to his publisher a few
days ago.

marathon

noun /mQr T n/
a long distance race
| am training to run the marathon.

mare

noun /me’[r]/
a female horse

margarine

noun /mAdZri'n/

a substance used like butter, made from animal or
vegetable fat
I like to eat my toast with margarine.

marionette

noun /mQri“net/

a puppet worked by strings or wires
She likes playing with a marionette.

marketable

adjective HmA’kIt"bl/
suitable for sale
Mobile phones are a very marketable item.

marriage

noun /mQrldz/

the state of being married; a wedding
Their marriage took place in a local hotel.
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marsupial

noun /mA’supi’l/

any animal having a pouch on the front of its body in
which its babies are carried e.g. a kangaroo
Marsupial are mammals found only in Australia.

marvellous

adjective HmAVI s/

wonderful

The boss told Rabia that she had done a marvellous
job.

marzipan

noun /mAzIpQn/

a soft sugary food made of ground almonds, eggs,
and sugar
The cake was iced with marzipan.

masculine

adjective /hmQskj”lIn/

relating to men
Sumo wrestling is a largely masculine sport.

masquerade

noun /mQsk reld/

a pretence
The whole thing turned out to be a masquerade.

massage

verb /mQsA’Z/

to rub and press the body to make it less stiff or less
painful
Ali will massage your shoulders to help ease the pain.

masterpiece

noun /HmA’st” pi’s/

a very good book, painting or film
The painting of Mona Lisa is truly a masterpiece.

material

noun /motlri’l/
cloth or fabric
She bought cotton material to make a dress.
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materialise

mechanic

verb /m"Hitl ri"lalz/

to take place or start to exist as expected or planned
His promotion failed to materialise.

mathematics

noun /m"HkQnlk/

a person who maintains or repairs machinery
The mechanic repaired the car engine.

mechanical

noun /mQT »mQtlks/

the study of numbers, measurements and shapes
Mathematics is my favourite subject.

mature

adjective /m”HkQnlkl/
to do with machines
I do not have the mechanical skills to fix it myself.

mechanism

adjective /m™"tSU"[r]/
fully grown or developed
He must start acting like a mature adult.

maximum

noun /HmQksim”m/

the greatest possible number or amount
He could accommodate a maximum of five people in
his car.

mayonnaise

noun /mel nelz/

a creamy sauce made from eggs, oil, vinegar
Make the tuna sandwich with plenty of mayonnaise.

meadow

noun /med” U/

a field of grass
The cows grazed in the meadow.

meagre

adjective /mi‘g”[r]/
barely enough
He was very thin due to his meagre diet.

measles

noun /mizlz/

an infectious disease that causes small red spots on
the skin

The government is working out plans to control the
spread of measles in the area.
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noun /mek nlz"m/

a set of moving parts in a machine that performs a
task

We were shown the delicate mechanism of a wrist-
watch in class this morning.

medicated

adjective /hmedikeltld/

containing medicine
Medicated shampoos are useful for treating dandruff.

meditate

verb /medltelt/

to think deeply and quietly
I like to meditate before an important examination.

meditation

noun /umedbtelSn/
quiet thinking
Meditation makes you calm.

Mediterranean

adjective /medIt"relni n/

to do with the Mediterranean Sea or the countries
round it
She loves Mediterranean food.

medium

adjective Hmi‘di"m/
neither large nor small
I bought a medium sized T-shirt.

1811






DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Wordlist

to
age group

meteor

mineral

noun /mi'ti"[r]/

a piece of rock or metal that moves through space
and burns up when it enters the Earth’s atmosphere
He saw a meteor with a telescope.

metropolitan

adjective /mmetr pAlit n/

connected with a large or capital city
The bus service operated in the metropolitan area.

microphone

noun /min“r I/

a hard inorganic substance found in the ground
Zinc is a useful mineral.

miniature

noun /min“tS"[r)/

very small
This miniature television is small enough to fit in my
pocket.

ministry

noun /malkr f Un/

an electrical device that picks up sound waves for
recording, amplifying, or broadcasting
The singer used a microphone to record her voice.

microscope

noun /minlstri/

a government department
The ministry of defence is responsible for the safety
of the citizens.

minority

noun /Hmalkr”sk”Up/

an instrument with lenses that magnify tiny objects or
details

Germs are very small and can only be seen with the
aid of a microscope.

microscopic

adjective /malkr skAplk/

extremely small; too small to be seen without a
microscope
Bacteria are microscopic organisms.

microwave

noun /Hmalkr welv/

an oven that cooks food quickly
A microwave may be used to heat food.

millennium

noun /mbleni"m/

a period of 1,000 years
The year 2001 marked the beginning of a new
millennium.

minefield

noun Hmalnfi’ld/

an area where explosive mines have been laid

The world’s biggest minefield is the border between
North and South Korea.
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noun /mabnAr ti/

a small group that is different from others
In Australia, Aborigines are a minority.

miscalculate

verb /mlskQIkjulelt/

to calculate incorrectly
He tried hard not to miscalculate the figures.

mischief

noun /mistSIf/

naughty or troublesome behaviour
The naughty child was full of mischief.

misconduct

noun /miskAndvkt/

bad behaviour
The principal scolded the student for his misconduct.

miserable

adjective /hmizr bl/

very unhappy
| spent a miserable weekend alone at home.

mishap

noun /HmlishQp/

an unlucky accident
The child died due to a medical mishap.

831



DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Wordlist

to
age group

monkey

mosquito

noun /HmvNki/

an animal with a long tail that climbs trees and is
mostly found in hot countries

monopolise

verb /m7nAplalz/

to keep or get control of the whole of something that
others cannot share
She always likes to monopolise the conversation.

monopoly

noun /m nAp”li/

the exclusive right to own something or to provide a
service

The company had a monopoly on supplying
electricity.

monotonous

adjective /m nAt'n’s/

boring because it does not change

The audience was getting bored by his monotonous
speech.

monstrosity

noun /mAnstrAs”ti/

a monstrous thing
The new multi-storey car park is an utter monstrosity.

monument

noun HmAnjum nt/

a statue, building or column etc. put up as a memorial
of some person or event
The Great Pyramid is a magnificent monument.

moose

noun /mu’s/

a large, North American deer having large flattened
antlers

mosque

noun /mAsk/

a building where Muslims worship
Ali went to the mosque to pray.
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noun /m”ski‘t"U/
a kind of gnat that sucks blood

moth

noun /mAT/

an insect rather like a butterfly, that usually flies at
night

motive

noun /m”Utlv/

reason for an action
There seemed to be no motive for the murder.

mountaineering

noun /mauntHnl rIN/

the sport of climbing mountains
His passion for mountaineering led him to climb
Mount Everest.

mountainous

adjective Hmaunt™n”s/

having a lot of mountains
The government has decided to develop the
mountainous areas.

mule

noun /mju’l/

an animal that is the offspring of a donkey and a
mare, known for being stubborn

multicultural

adjective /mVItbkVItS'r I/

for or including people of different races, religions,
languages and traditions
Canada is a multicultural country.

muscle

noun /Hmvsls/

bundles of fibrous tissue that can contract and relax
to produce movement in parts of the body

Exercise will help strengthen your damaged muscle.
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museum

noun /mjwzi”m/

a place where interesting, old or valuable objects are
displayed for people to see

My mother loves spending time at the national art
museum.

mussel

noun /mvsl/

a marine creature having two valves with a dark
elongated shell

mysterious

adjective /mbstl“ri"s/

puzzling

The mysterious circumstances of the murder were
never fully resolved.

mystify

verb /mistifal/

to puzzle or bewilder
The strange events are sure to mystify everyone.

mystique

noun /mbsti’k/

an aura of mystery, power and awe that surrounds a
person or thing

The actor had been attracted to his profession by the
mystique of the theatre.

mythical

adjective AmITIKI/
imaginary; found only in myths
The unicorn is a mythical creature.

mythology

noun /mbTAI"dzi/

myths or the study of myths
Greek mythology is full of interesting stories.
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naphtha

navigate

noun /HnafT”/

an essence or distillate of petroleum or coal
Naphtha is used as a solvent in paints and varnishes.

narrate

verb /n"relt/
to tell
The teacher began to narrate a story to the class.

narrow

adjective /nQr”U/
not wide or broad
The narrow bridge was difficult to cross.

nation

noun /nelSn/

a large community of people who usually live in the
same part of the world under one government
You and | belong to the same nation.

nationality

noun /nQSHNQIti/

membership of a particular nation

All applicants will be considered, regardless of
religion or nationality.

native

adjective /ineltlv/

belonging to a person because of the place of his or
her birth
China is her native country.

nausea

noun /ingzi’/

feeling of sickness
The strong medicine caused a feeling of nausea.

nauseous

adjective /ing’zi"s/
feeling sickness or disgust
The treatment left him nauseous and weak.
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verb /nQvlgelt/

to make sure that a ship, aircraft, or vehicle is going
in the right direction

In the olden days people used to navigate with the
help of the stars.

navy

noun hnelvi/

a country’s warships and the people trained to use
them
Pakistan has a well trained navy.

nearby

adjective /inl"bal/

close by
| study in a nearby school.

necessary

adjective hnes’sri/
not able to be done without; essential
The plumber packed his necessary tools.

necessity

noun /nMHses’ti/

need
Clean drinking water is an absolute necessity.

needle

noun hHni'dl/

a very thin, pointed piece of steel used in sewing
She passed a thread through the eye of the needle.

negative

adjective /neg”tiv/

not positive; bad or harmful
Ahmed has a very negative attitude.

neglect

noun /nbglekt/

to not look after or pay attention to a person or thing
It is wrong to neglect a pet.
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negligence

noun /ineglldZ ns/
lack of proper care or attention

The accident was the result of the driver’s negligence.

negotiable

adjective /nhg”USibl/

able to be changed after being discussed
He purchased the negotiable bonds from the agent.

negotiate

verb /nbg”USielt/

to bargain or discuss with others in order to reach an
agreement
She will negotiate a better price for the house.

neighbourhood

noun J/nelb”hud/

the surrounding area
This is a safe neighbourhood.

nemata

noun /n-mad”/

a group of unsegmented worms such as roundworms
or threadworms

nematomorpha

noun /nEmatH>m¢f/
horsehair worms
No Sentence Required

neon

adj /ni'An/

extremely bright or vivid

Her neon purple nailpolish caught everyone’s
attention.

nephew

noun /hnefju’/

the son of a person’s brother or sister
His nephew is a doctor.
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nervous

adjective /nEv’s/

slightly afraid
The nervous passenger refused to board the plane.

nestle

verb /nesl/

to curl up comfortably
The cat loves to nestle in my lap.

network

noun hnetwCEk/

an organisation with many connecting parts that work
together
We do business with a large network of companies.

neutral

adjective hnju’trl/
not supporting either side in a war or quarrel
Switzerland is a neutral country.

nibble

verb /nlbl/

take small and quick bites
Mice like to nibble on cheese.

nicotine

noun /nlk ti'n/

a poisonous substance found in tobacco
Nicotine is deadly and is often used as a pesticide.

niece

noun /ni’s/

the daughter of a person’s brother or sister
Her niece is a lawyer.

nimble

adjective /inimbl/

able to move quickly; agile
He is a nimble fielder on the boundary line.

noble

adjective /n"Ubl/

having a very good character or qualities
The noble king was wise and kind.
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nominate

novelist

verb /nAminelt/

to propose someone as a candidate in an election
The class decided to nominate Akbar for the post of
prefect.

nonsense

noun /nAnsns/

stupid ideas or behaviour
She is fed up with his nonsense.

nonsensical

adjective /nAmsensikl/

stupid and ridiculous
Osman comes up with the most nonsensical ideas.

northward

adjective /An¢Tw™d/
towards the north
The northward bound train arrived late.

noticeable

adjective /n”Utls"bl/

easily seen
The noticeable stain on the carpet was difficult to
remove.

notify

verb /n”Utlifal/

to inform; tell
The students were asked to notify the school if they
planned to be absent.

notorious

adjective /n"Ut¢ri”s/
well known for something bad

The notorious gang leader was caught by the police.

nourish

verb /HnvrlS/

to keep alive and well by means of food
Mammals nourish their young ones till they have
grown.

noun /nAvlist/

a person who writes novels
J.K. Rowling is a novelist.

nuclear

adjective Hnju’kli"[r]/
using, producing or resulting from nuclear energy
A nuclear power plant produces energy.

nuisance

noun /nju’sns/

an annoying person or thing
My little brother is a nuisance.

numerous

adjective /nju'm’r’s/
many
There were numerous questions in the exam.

nutritious

adjective /njutrIS”s/

nourishing
Milk is a nutritious drink.

nutshell

noun /nvtSel/

the shell around the kernel of a nut
The nutshell of a walnut is very hard.

nuzzle

verb hnvzl/

to rub gently with the nose
The mare likes to nuzzle her foal.

nylon

noun /nallAn/

a synthetic, strong, lightweight fibre or cloth
Ropes made of nylon are very strong.
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planetarium

noun /plQnbte ri"m/

a domed building in which images of stars and
planets are projected onto the ceiling
We are going on a field trip to the planetarium.

plateau

noun /plQt” U/
a flat area of high land
Quetta is situated on a plateau.

pleasant

adjective /pleznt/
pleasing; enjoyable
The weather was pleasant enough for a picnic.

pleasurable

adjective /hplezZ r bl/
enjoyable
Our trip to the zoo was a pleasurable experience.

pledge

noun /pledz/

a solemn promise
The Girl Guides took a pledge to be good citizens.

plight

noun /plalt/

a difficult situation
The plight of the refugees brought tears to my eyes.

plumber

noun HplVm™[r]/
a person who fits and mends water pipes
The plumber charged a lot of money for his work.

plunge

verb /plVndzZ/

to dive

It is dangerous to plunge into the shallow end of the
swimming pool.
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policy

noun /phl~si/

the plan of action of a person or group
It is the school’s policy to expel any student caught
cheating.

polite

adjective /pHlalt/

having good manners
The polite boy held the door open for his teacher.

political

adjective /p"Hlltikl/

connected with the governing of a country
Lenin was a famous political figure.

politician

noun /pAIntiSn/

one who is a member of parliament or of the
government

The politician gave a wonderful speech.

pollination

noun /Al nelsSn/

fertilisation of a plant with pollen
Pollination usually takes place in spring.

pollution

noun /pHlu’Sn/
dirt or impurity
Water pollution has killed many fish in this lake.

polythene

noun ApAlITim/

a lightweight plastic used to make bags and
wrappings

Our school discourages the use of polythene because
it harms the environment.

ponderous

adjective /pAnd r’s/
heavy and awkward; laborious and dull
He writes in a ponderous style.

100 |






DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Wordlist

to
age group

professor

psychology

noun /prifes [r]/
a senior teacher at a university
The professor gave his students a long lecture.

projector

noun /prhdZekt [r]/

a machine for showing films or photographs on a
screen

The teacher used a projector to show us a film in
class.

promenade

noun /prAm”nATd/

a place suitable for walking
Since the weather was so nice, grandfather and |
walked along the promenade.

prominent

noun /sabkAl“dzi/

the study of the mind and how it influences behaviour
She spent three years at university studying

psychology.

publication

noun /pvblbkelSn/

a published book or newspaper
His publication won first prize at the convention.

punctuation

noun /qpvNktSwelSn/

marks such as commas, full stops, and brackets put
into a piece of writing to make it easier to read

She habitually neglects to use punctuation in her
sentences.

punish

adjective hHprAmin nt/

easily seen
The house stood in a prominent position.

prompt

adjective /prAmpt/
without delay
I would like a prompt reply to my letter.

pronunciation

noun /pr nvnsielSn/

the way a word is pronounced
Unless you have heard a word before, it is difficult to
know its correct pronunciation.

proprietor

noun /propral t"[r]/

the owner of a shop or business

The new proprietor plans to install security cameras
in the shop.

protein

noun /pr-Utin/

a substance that is found in all living things and is an
essential part of the food of animals

Beans and meat contain a lot of protein.
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verb hpvnlS/

to make a person suffer because he or she has done
something wrong

The police will punish the thief by sending him to
prison.

pygmy

adjective /plgmi/

a specie that is much smaller than other similar kinds
The pygmy hippopotamus is one species facing
extinction.

pyramid

noun /plr'mid/

a structure with a square base and sloping sides that
meet in a point at the top
He made a pyramid from sand at the beach.

python

noun hpalT n/

a large snake that kills its prey by coiling round and
crushing it
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quadrature

noun HkwAdrts/

the arrangement of two celestial bodies at right
angles as viewed from the Earth
The half-moon is in quadrature to the sun.

quadrilateral

noun /kwAdrblQt r I/

a flat geometric shape with four sides
A square is a quadrilateral.

qualify

verb HkwAllfal/

to become able to do something through training, or
by passing a test

In order to qualify for a driving licence you must pass
your driving test.

quantity

noun /kwAnt ti/

how much there is of something
| was overwhelmed by the sheer quantity of
information available.

quarantine

noun HkwAr nti'n/

keeping a person or animal isolated in case they have
a disease which could spread to others
The dog was kept in quarantine for six months.

quarrel

verb HkwAr I/

to have an angry argument or disagreement
| was surprised to see the two friends quarrel with
each other.

quarrying

noun HkwArilN/

excavation of rock used for various purposes
Quarrying over the centuries may have contributed
towards global warming.
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quarter

noun hkwgt [r]/

each of four equal parts into which a thing is or can
be divided

A quarter of a hundred is twenty-five.

quench

verb /kwentS/

to satisfy your thirst by drinking
He drank some juice to quench his thirst.

query

noun hkwl ri/

a question
| have a query about the test time-table.

quest

noun /kwest/

a long search for something
His quest to find the treasure was unsuccessful.

question

noun hHkwestS n/

a sentence asking something
Raise your hand if you want to ask a question.

questionable

adjective /HkwestS n”bl/

causing doubt; not certainly true or honest or
advisable
He refused to sign the questionable contract.

questionnaire

noun /kwestSHne” [r]/

a form used to collect information about a particular
subject
Could you please fill in the questionnaire?

queue

noun /kju’/

a line of people or vehicles waiting for something
There was a long queue of people outside the cinema
hall.
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quilt

noun /kwllt/

a padded bedcover
I like to sleep under a quilt in winter.

quit

verb /kwlit/

to leave or abandon
He had to quit the football team when he broke his
leg.

quota

noun hHkw Ut"/
a limited amount
You have had your quota of sweets for today.

quote

verb /kw Ut/

repeat words that were first written or spoken by
someone else
She decided to quote Shakespeare in her speech.

quotient

noun hHkw USnt/

the result of dividing one number by another
When six is divided by three, the quotient is two.
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rabies

noun Jhrelbi’z/

a fatal disease that affects dogs, cats, and can be
passed to humans by the bite of an infected animal
Pets must be vaccinated against rabies.

racism

noun Jrelslz”m/

discrimination against or hostility towards people of
other races
Let’s all work towards ending racism.

radiant

adjective /reldi" nt/

looking very bright and happy
Women turned and looked at the radiant bride.

radioactive

adjective /areldi” WQktlv/

sending out harmful radiation caused when central
parts of atoms are broken up

Radioactive waste from industries is polluting our
rivers.

radish

noun AHrQdIS/

a small, hard, round, red vegetable, eaten raw in
salads
| removed the radish from my salad.

radius

noun Jreldi’s/

the distance from the centre of a circle to the
circumference

The radius of a circle may be used to calculate its
area.

ragged

adjective /rQgld/

old and torn
The poor man was wearing ragged clothes.

rail

noun /rell/

a level bar to hang things on
The dresses hung on a rail in the centre of the shop.
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ramshackle

adjective HrQmSQkl/

badly made and needing repair.
The ramshackle hut fell down during the storm.

random

adjective /rQnd m/

using no particular order or method

In a lottery, the winning numbers are chosen by
random selection.

rapture

noun /rQptS”[r}/

a feeling of extreme pleasure and happiness

The children gazed at her in rapture when she agreed
to take them out for a picnic.

raspberry

noun hHrAzb7ri/

a small soft red fruit
Raspberry icecream is delicious.

ratio

noun JhrelSi"U/
proportion
Mix flour and butter in the ratio of two to one.

realise

verb Hri”lalz/

be fully aware of something
Amir wanted his friend to realise the consequences of
his immoral behaviour.

reality

noun /riQI"ti/
something real
Her dreams had become a reality.

reassurance

noun /fai”HSU r ns/

advice or help that you give somebody to restore their
confidence

When the toddler fell down he looked at his mother
for reassurance.
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reassure

reckless

verb /fri”SU”[r])/

to restore someone’s confidence by removing doubts
and fears
The mother tried to reassure her crying toddler.

rebellious

adjective /rekl”s/

ignoring risk or danger

He is a reckless driver and he often meets with
accidents.

recognise

adjective /rbbelj”s/

showing a tendency towards rebellion
The rebellious outlaw was in trouble with the police.

receiver

noun /rbsi'v'[r]/

something that receives electrically transmitted
sounds

She picked up the telephone receiver to answer a
call.

reception

noun /rbsepSn/

a formal party
A wedding reception was held for the bride and
groom.

recession

noun /rbseSn/

a reduction in a country’s trade or prosperity
A recession is bad for the country’s economy.

recipe

noun jres pi/

instructions for cooking or preparing food
Mehr followed a recipe to bake a chocolate cake.

reciprocate

verb /rbslpr kelt/

to give or feel in return
| must reciprocate his generosity with a gift.

recite

verb /rbsalt/

to repeat aloud from memory
Sara will recite a poem at the school reunion.
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verb /rek”gnalz/

know who someone is or what something is because
you have seen that person or thing before
She did not recognise me after such a long time.

recommendation

noun /Hrek”mendelSn/

the act of saying that a person or thing would be
good or suitable for a particular job or purpose
The principal’s recommendation helped me get the
scholarship.

reconcile

verb hrek nsall/

to make people who have quarrelled become friendly
again

They tried to reconcile their differences but remained
unsuccessful.

reconsider

verb /ai'k msld” [r]/

to consider again

The principal will reconsider his policy of imposing
fines on latecomers.

reconstruct

verb /ri'k nstrvkt/

to rebuild
We will have to reconstruct the buildings damaged by
the earthquake.

rectangle

noun hHrektQNgl/

a shape with four sides and four right angles
This picture frame is a rectangle.
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reluctant

request

adjective /rblvkt nt/
unwilling
The shy girl gave a reluctant smile.

rely

verb /rblal/

to trust a person or thing to help or support you
I rely on my friend in times of need.

remarkable

adjective /rbmA’k”bl/

unusual or extraordinary
He climbed over the wall with remarkable ease.

repeat

verb Rbpit/

to say or do the same thing again
A talking parrot can repeat the sounds it hears.

replica

noun /repllk™/

an exact copy
This mosque is an exact replica of Faisal Mosque.

reptile

noun Jreptall/

a cold-blooded animal that has a backbone and very
short legs or no legs at all, e.g. a snake, lizard
The teacher drew a picture of a reptile on the board.

repulsive

adjective /rbpVIsiv/
disgusting
He was wearing a repulsive mask.

reputation

noun /repjwtelSN/

what people say about a person or thing
I'm aware of Mark’s reputation for being late.
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verb /rbkwest/

to ask for
Please request him to put my clothes in the
cupboard.

rescue

verb )reskju’/

to save from danger
It was brave of the fireman to rescue the child from
the burning building.

resemblance

noun /rbzembl” ns/

similar traits
There was a remarkable resemblance between Ali
and Harris.

resident

noun hrezild nt/

a person living in a particular place
Ali is a resident of Lahore.

residential

adjective /rezhdenSl/

containing people’s homes
There is a strict law against making noise in
residential areas.

resolution

noun /farez"Hlu’Sn/

something you have decided to do
I made a resolution to study hard for my exams.

resourceful

adjective /rbsc’sfl/
good at finding ways of doing things
He is an able and resourceful politician.

respiration

noun /aesphrelSn/

breathing
Running increases your rate of respiration.
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respire

verb /rbspal”[r]/
to breathe
We use our lungs to respire.

respond

verb /rbspAnd/
to reply
I have to respond to her letter.

responsible

adjective /risspAns”bl/

reliable and trustworthy
Ali is a responsible student.

restaurant

noun hrestrAnt/

a place where you can buy and eat a meal
The new restaurant serves good Chinese food.

restrict

verb /rbstrikt/

to keep within certain limits
She tried to restrict the amount of time the children
spent watching television.

resuscitate

verb /rbsvsitelt/

revive a person from unconsciousness or apparent
death

The life guard tried to resuscitate the little boy but it
was too late.

retard

verb /rbtA’d/

to delay or slow down
The lack of sunlight will retard the plant’s growth.

retire

verb /rbtal”[r]/

to give up your regular work when you reach a certain

age
He will retire at the age of sixty-five.
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retrieve

verb /rbtri'v/

to bring or get something back
The dog ran to retrieve the ball.

reveal

verb /rbvi’l/

to let something be seen or known
The doctor did not reveal the truth to him.

revelation

noun /farevhlelSn/

disclosure of knowledge
The company secretary has a startling revelation
about the unexpected appointment of the director.

revision

noun /rhviZn/

the act of going over work that you have already done
It took her a week to complete her revision before the
examination.

reward

noun /rbwg’d/

something given in return for something good you
have done
The teacher gave her a reward for her hard work.

rhinoceros

noun /rabnAs r’s/

a large, heavy animal with one or two horns on its
nose

rhododendron

noun /fa Ud"»dendr n/

an evergreen shrub with large trumpet-shaped
flowers
My father’s garden is full of rhododendron.

rhubarb

noun /HrubA’b/

a plant with thick reddish stalks that are cooked and
eaten as fruit

I like pies made from rhubarb.
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rhythm

rumour

noun AriD"m/

a regular pattern of beats, sounds, or movements
This song has a pleasant rhythm.

ridiculous

noun hru'm”[r}/
general report that may not be true
I heard a rumour that they are getting married.

rural

adjective /rhdlkj”I"s/

very silly or unreasonable
She was weatring a ridiculous hat.

rivalry

noun hralviri/
competition
There was fierce rivalry between the two teams.

rodent

noun AHr-udnt/

an animal that has large front teeth for gnawing things
It was a rodent that was responsible for The Plague.

rooster

noun hrust”[r)/
the male of the domestic fowl

rouble

noun hHrubl/

the unit of money in Russia
The Russian rouble cannot be used in America.

rubbish

noun AHrvbls/

things that are worthless or not wanted
One should never throw rubbish on the road.

rugged

adjective Arvgld/

having an uneven surface or outline
A jeep is designed to travel over rugged terrain.

rumble

noun /Hrvmbl/

a deep, heavy, continuous sound
She gets scared by the rumble of thunder.
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adjective hrUr’l/
to do with or belonging to the countryside
The rural landscape was very beautiful.
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sabotage

noun /sQb tA’Z/

deliberate damage or disruption to hinder an enemy,
employer, etc.

The people responsible for the sabotage of the
telephone exchange were severely punished.

sacrifice

noun /sQkrlfals/

giving up a thing you value, so that something good
may happen

It was a sacrifice to devote my holidays to social
work.

safari

noun /sHfA'ri/

an expedition to see or hunt wild animals
| just got back from a month-long safari.

safeguard

noun hselfgA'd/

a protection
The mother placed a gate at the top of the stairs as a
safeguard.

salary

noun /sQI ri/

a regular wage

Due to my hard work, my employer increased my
salary.

saliva

noun /sHlalv’/

the natural liquid in a person’s or animal’s mouth
Saliva plays an important part in digesting starch.

salmon

noun /sQm”n/
a large, edible fish with pink flesh

salute

verb /sHlut/

to raise your right hand to your forehead as a sign of
respect

Soldiers are taught to salute their superior officers.
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sanctity

noun /HsQNKkt"ti/
holiness
Visitors to a mosque should respect its sanctity.

sanctuary

noun /HsQNktSu”ri/

a safe place; a refuge
She longed for the sanctuary of her own home.

sandwich

noun /HsQnwiltS/

two or more slices of bread with jam, meat, or cheese
etc. between them

| usually take a sandwich to school to eat at lunch
time.

sapphire

noun hsQfal”[r]/
a bright blue jewel
He gave her a ring of sapphire for her birthday.

satire

noun hHsQtal [r]/
critical humour
The novel is full of political satire.

satisfaction

noun /isQtlsifQkSn/

satisfying a need or want
She derives satisfaction from doing her job well.

satisfactory

adjective /isQtlsifQkt ri/
good enough; sufficient
His satisfactory answers pleased the examiners.

sausage

noun hsAsldz/

mixture of finely chopped meat, fat, bread, in a long
tube of skin

We had sausage and eggs for breakfast today.
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separate

sheer

adjective /iseprt/
not shared
My sister and | have separate rooms.

separation

adjective /SI"[r])/
(said about material) very thin; transparent
She was wearing sheer silk stockings.

shelve

noun /isep”relSn/

division; being separated

They were reunited after a separation of more than
20 years.

sequence

noun J/si’kw”ns/

the order in which things occur
The names of the students were in alphabetical
sequence.

serious

adjective /sl ri"s/

solemn and thoughtful; bad or dangerous
They pose a serious threat to security.

verb /Selv/

to place or arrange on a shelf
The librarian was asked to shelve books.

shepherd

noun /Sep”d/

a person whose job is to look after sheep
The shepherd fell asleep and lost his sheep.

sheriff

noun /Serlf/

the chief law officer of a county, whose duties vary in
different countries

The sheriff was in charge of law and order in the
town.

serpent shield

noun AHsEp nt/ noun /Si'ld/

a snake a large piece of metal, wood, carried to protect the
body

settlement The warrior carried a shield to protect himself from

noun J/setim”™nt/

settling something; a number of houses or people
established in a new area
There is a new settlement on the outskirts of town.

shallow

adjective HSQI"U/
not deep
The food was served in a shallow dish.

shark

noun /SA'k/
a large sea fish with sharp teeth

sharpen

verb HSAp n/

to make or become sharp
Mehr decided to sharpen her pencils.
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injury.

shock

noun /SAk/

a strong feeling of surprise as a result of something
happening
The news of my promotion came as a shock.

shovel

noun /SvVvl/

a tool like a spade with the sides turned up, used for
lifting coal, sand, earth, snow
Each miner carried a lamp and a shovel.

shrewd

adjective /Sru'd/

having common sense and good judgement
He is a very shrewd man.
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shrimp

noun /Srimp/
a small shellfish, pink when boiled

shrubbery

noun AHSrvbri/

an area planted with shrubs
The plants in the shrubbery have been recently
planted.

sightseeing

noun Jhsaltsi’IN/

visiting interesting places in a town etc.
There are many historical monuments for sightseeing
in Asia.

signature

noun /slgn”tS"[r]/
a person’s name written by himself or herself
My signature was required on the document.

significance

noun /signlflk ns/

importance
This new drug has great significance for the treatment
of the disease.

_significant

adjective /signlIflk nt/

important
There has been a significant shift in government

policy.

silencer

noun hsall ns[r]/

a device for reducing the sound made by a gun or a
vehicle’'s exhaust system
A car without a silencer is very noisy.

silhouette

noun /sllwet/

a dark shadow seen against a light background
The magnificent mountains stood out in silhouette.
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simultaneously

adverb /Hsimbtelni”sli/

at the same time
She studies and listens to music simultaneously.

siren

noun Jhsalr'n/

a device that makes a long, loud sound as a warning
The police car had flashing lights and a siren.

situation

noun /sltSwelSn/

a state of affairs at a certain time
We would be a lot more relaxed if the situation was
different.

skeleton

noun Jskelltn/

the framework of the bones of the body or building
etc.
The human skeleton consists of 206 bones.

skilful

adjective /sklIfl/

having or showing great skill
He is a skilful craftsman.

slave

verb /slelv/

to work very hard
| had to slave over my work all day to finish it in time.

sledgehammer

noun /sledZhQm”[r]/

a very large heavy hammer
The labourer knocked the remaining wall down with a
sledgehammer.

smear

verb /sml“[r]/

to rub something greasy or sticky or dirty on a
surface

Don’t smear the glasses; I've just polished them.
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spectacular

adjective /ispekitQkj 1" [r]/
impressive or striking
The Olympics are a spectacular event.

speedometer

noun /spindAmit [r])/

a device showing a vehicle’s speed
I think your speedometer might be malfunctioning.

spider

noun hspald”[r}/

a small animal with eight legs that spins a web to
catch insects on which it feeds

spinach

noun hspinits/

a vegetable with dark green leaves
They had spinach for dinner.

spontaneous

adjective /spAnitelni”s/

happening or done without planning or forethought
Spontaneous laughter is a beautiful thing.

sprinkle

verb hspriNkl/

to make tiny drops or pieces fall on something
Mehr decided to sprinkle glitter over her artwork.

squadron

noun /hskwAdr n/

part of an army, navy or air force
His squadron is due for more training soon.

squid

noun /skwid/

a sea animal with eight short tentacles and two long
ones

squirrel

noun hHskwlir’ I/

a small animal with a bushy tail and red or grey fur,
living in trees
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stallion

noun /stQli'n/
a male horse

stampede

noun /stQmupid/

a sudden rush by animals or people
The stampede at the football stadium caused many
injuries.

starfish

noun /stAfIS/
a sea animal shaped like a star with five points

statistics

noun /sthtlstlkz/

the study of information based on the numbers of
things

According to official statistics, the disease killed over
500 people.

statue

noun /)stQtSu’/

a model made of stone or metal etc. to look like a
person or animal

A bronze statue of the brave soldier was placed in the
town square.

steak

noun /stelk/

a thick slice of meat or fish
| would like to have steak for dinner.

stimulating

adjective hHstimjuleltIN/

full of interesting or exciting ideas
They had a stimulating discussion.

straighten

verb Jstreltn/

make or become straight
Straighten up slowly, then repeat the exercise ten
times.
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stratification

substitute

noun /strQtlfbkelSn/

the arrangement of sedimentary rocks in distinct
layers

It is possible to see the stratification of rocks in the
Salt Range.

stratosphere

noun Jhsvbstltju't/

a person or thing that acts or is used instead of
another

The doctor advised them to substitute regular milk
with fat-free milk.

subterranean

noun /strQt” sfl”[r]/

a layer of the atmosphere between 10 and 60
kilometres above the Earth’s surface

The air is very thin in the stratosphere.

structure

noun hstrvktS[r)/

something that has been constructed or built
The structure of the brain is really complex.

stupidity

adjective /svbtHrelni'n/

underground
There are subterranean caves in this area.

successful

adjective /s”kosesfl/

having success
We congratulated them on the completion of the
successful business venture.

sufficient

noun /stjupld”ti/
the quality of being stupid; not clever
His stupidity led him to make many mistakes.

submarine

adjective /sHfISnt/

enough
Sufficient reasons were not given to justify the ban.

supersonic

noun /svbm™ri'n/

a ship that can travel under water
The submarine stayed under water for a whole week.

subside

adjective /su'p isAnik/

faster than the speed of sound
Modern jets travel at supersonic speeds.

supplement

verb /s bsald/

to sink into the ground
Heavy rains caused the house to subside.

substance

noun /svbst ns/

the main or essential part of something
We agree with the substance of your report but not
with its details.

substantial

noun /HsvVplim™nt/

something added as an extra
Vitamins are added as a supplement to cereals.

surgeon

noun hHsEdZ n/

a doctor who treats an injury by operating on the
affected part of the body
The surgeon operated on the patient.

suspense

adjective /s stQnSl/

of considerable size, value or importance

She received a substantial raise in her salary last
month.

©0 00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

noun /shspens/

an anxious or uncertain feeling while waiting for
something to happen or become known

The suspense in the movie kept the audience glued
to their seats.

11191



DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Wordlist

suspicion

noun /sHsplSn/

a slight belief
I have a suspicion that they are planning something
special for my birthday.

suspicious

adjective /s"splS”s/

feeling or causing suspicion

The suspicious behaviour of the man alerted the
police.

swift

adjective /swift/

fast, quick and speedy
His swift action saved her life.

swordfish

noun /sgdflS/
a large sea fish with a long sword like upper jaw

synagogue

noun hsin"gAg/

a place where Jews meet for worship
Jacob goes to the synagogue every Saturday.

syrup

noun jslr p/

a thick sweet liquid
She loved to eat pancakes with maple syrup.

systematic

adjective /sIst »mQtlk/

methodical; carefully planned

The police were conducting a systematic investigation
of the criminal’s house.
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technology

noun /tekonAl”dzi/

the study of machinery, engineering and how things
work
Computer technology is making rapid advances.

temperament

noun /Htempr'm”nt/

a person’s nature as shown in the way he or she
usually behaves
He has a nervous temperament.

temperamental

adjective /dempr - mentl/

likely to become excitable or moody suddenly
The temperamental opera singer refused to perform.

tempt

verb /tempt/

to try to persuade
Natasha tried to tempt me to eat more sweets.

tenacious

adjective /t"nelS"s/
not giving up something easily; determined; persistent
The tenacious soldiers fought bravely.

tenant

noun /ten nt/

a person who rents a house, building, or land from a
landlord
The tenant was late in paying his rent.

tension

noun /HtenSn/

the condition of being stretched or strained
| suffered from a lot of tension due to my exams.

terminal

noun MEmInl/

a building where air passengers arrive or depart
I made my way to the air terminal to receive my
guests.
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terminate

verb MEmInelt/

to end; stop immediately
Your contract of employment will terminate in
December.

terminology

noun /¢EmbnAl~dzi/

the technical terms of a subject
| am not familiar with computer terminology.

termite

noun /Htbmalt/

a small insect that is very destructive and consumes
timber

terrific

adjective /tHrIflk/

excellent; wonderful
She’s doing a terrific job.

terrify

verb /Mterlfal/

to make someone feel extremely frightened
She likes to terrify us with scary stories.

testimony

noun /Htestim”ni/
a declaration of truth or fact
The witness gave his testimony in court.

texture

noun /tekstS™[r]/

the way that the surface of something feels
The texture of the cloth was very rough.

thankful

adjective HTQNKfI/

grateful
The thankful students treated their teacher to dinner.

theatre

noun ATt [r)/
a building where plays are performed to an audience
| enjoy visiting the theatre.
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therapy

tick

noun /Ter pi/

a way of treating a physical or mental illness
She needed therapy to recover from her illness.

thief

noun [Tif/

a person who steals things
The thief was caught by the police.

thigh

noun /Tal/

the part of the leg between the hip and the knee
His pants reach halfway down his thigh.

thorough

adjective ATVr'/

done or doing things carefully and in detalil
The police carried out a thorough investigation.

thoughtful

adjective /HT¢tfl/

thinking a lot; considerate
He sat in thoughtful silence during the whole ordeal.

throttle

noun /tlk/
a bloodsucking insect

tiger
noun /talg”[r]/

a large, wild animal of the cat family, with yellow and
black stripes

toad

noun /t"Ud/
a froglike animal that lives mainly on land

tobacco

noun /tHbQK U/

the dried leaves of certain plants prepared for
smoking in cigarettes and cigars
The tobacco in cigarettes is injurious to health.

tolerable

adjective /tAI'r bl/

able to be tolerated

They moved to the city in search of tolerable living
conditions.

torso

noun /HTrAtl/

a device that controls the flow of fuel to an engine; an
accelerator

The captain eased up on the throttle as he
approached the runway.

throughout

adverb /TruhaUt/

in every part
The timber was rotten throughout.

thwart

verb /Twct/

prevent from succeeding

The police managed to thwart the plot against the
king.
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noun /tg’s”U/

the trunk of the human body
The boxer took several hits to the torso.

tortoise

noun /Htct’s/
a slow-moving animal with a shell over its body

totalitarian

adjective /t"UdQI"te ri"n/

using a form of government where people are not
allowed to form rival political parties

The totalitarian government was unpopular.

touchstone

noun /tvtSst”Un/

a test by which the quality of something is judged
The touchstone of a school’s performance is the
success of its students.
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tragedy

noun /htrQdz”di/

a very sad or distressing event

It was a real tragedy that the hailstorm destroyed all
the crops.

tranquilliser

noun /HtrQNkw” lalz"[r]/

a drug used to diminish anxiety
The vet used a tranquilliser to calm the wild animal.

tranquillity

noun /trQNokwIl” ti/

state of calm and peace
The view from the mountains offered tranquillity to her
troubled mind.

transition

noun /trQnzlSn/

the process of changing from one condition to
another

The transition from school to college can be difficult
for students.

translucent

adjective /trQnslu’snt/

allowing some light to shine through but not
transparent

She was wearing a bracelet made of translucent
plastic beads.

transparent

adjective /trQnsipQr nt/

able to be seen through
He was drawing on a large transparent sheet.

transplant

verb /trQnsiplAnt/

to move to another place

The gardener was asked to transplant the shrub to a
shadier spot.

to
age group

trapeze

noun /trHpi'z/

a short bar hanging from two parallel ropes high
above the ground

The audience gasped when the gymnast on the
trapeze almost lost his balance.

treacherous

adjective /tretSr’s/
dangerous or unreliable

him to drive.

treasure

The treacherous ice on the roads made it difficult for

noun htreZ [r]/

a store of precious metals or jewels
The pirates searched for treasure.

tremendous

adjective /tr'>mend”s/

very large
A tremendous wave rocked the boat.

trespasser

noun AHtresp”s [r]/
a person who enters someone’s land unlawfully
The trespasser was caught by the police.

tributary

noun /trlbj tri/

a river or stream that flows into a larger one
River Jhelum is a tributary of the River Indus.

tricycle

noun Htralslkl/

a vehicle like a bicycle but with three wheels
Atif got a tricycle for his fourth birthday.

troublesome

adjective Atrvbls"m/
causing annoyance
They have very troublesome neighbours.
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universal

upheaval

adjective /u'nbvE'sl/

to do with or including or done by everyone or
everything

English is fast becoming a universal language.

unkempt

adjective /«/mkempt/

untidy or neglected
Her wild unkempt hair was difficult to comb.

unreasonable

adjective /Nnrizn"bl/

going beyond the limits of what is reasonable
The greedy child made unreasonable demands.

unreliable

adjective /«/nrblal”bl/

not reliable
The unreliable student came late for the exam.

unsatisfactory

adjective /«/nsQtlsifQkt ri/

not good enough
He went back to the shop to return all the
unsatisfactory goods.

unscrupulous

adjective /Nrskru'pj 1"s/

without scruples; unprincipled
His unscrupulous behaviour is shocking.

untimely

adjective /~Nntalmli/

occurring before the expected, normal, or proper time
We were not prepared for the untimely arrival of our
guests.

unveil

verb /o/nivell/

to remove a veil or covering from something

The bride did not want to unveil during the wedding
ceremony.
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noun ANphivl/

a sudden change or disturbance
Moving to a new house causes an upheaval.

useless

adjective hju’sl’s/
producing no effect
Her kitchen was full of useless gadgets.

utensil

noun /jutensl/

a tool, device, or container, especially one for use in
the house

Which utensil will you use to turn the pancakes?
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vacation

noun /vHkelSn/

a holiday
We are going to take a vacation in the hills.

_vague

adjective /velg/
not definite or clear
She gave a vague answer to my question.

valence

noun /val ns/

the capacity of an element to combine with another to
form molecules
Carbon always has a valence of four.

valley

noun /vQli/
a long, low area between hills or mountains
The Nile valley is very fertile.

valuable

adjective /vQlju”bl/
worth a lot of money
The thief ran away with the valuable goods.

vanadium

noun /vhneldl"m/

a bright white, soft chemical element found in several
minerals

Vanadium is added to some types of steel to make
them stronger.

vanquish

verb /HvQNkwlS/

to defeat thoroughly
The army vowed to vanquish the enemy.

vapour

noun hHvelp”[r]/
a visible gas; steam or mist
Water, when heated, turns into vapour.
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variable

adjective /ve’ri"bl/

changeable
Variable temperatures are caused by global warming.

variety

noun /vhral ti/
an assortment
The bakery has a variety of cakes.

varve

noun /VA'V/

an annual layer of sedimentary material deposited in
lakes by glacial meltwaters
Varve is usually formed in fresh water lakes.

vector

noun /vEKt"/

an insect that carries a particular disease from one
living thing to another
The vector for malaria is the mosquito.

vega

noun hvig’/
the fifth brightest star in the night sky
Vega has been extensively studied by astronomers.

vegetarian

noun /wvedZte ri"n/

a person who does not eat meat
Ayesha is a vegetarian.

vehicle

noun /vi“kl/

a means of transporting people or goods, especially
on land

A bus is a vehicle that can accommodate many
passengers.

vengeance

noun /vendZ ns/

revenge

He swore vengeance on everyone involved in the
killing.
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vernacular

vision

noun /NOonQkj I [r]/

the language of a country or district, as distinct from
an official or formal language

She is fluent in the vernacular of the area.

vernier

noun /v nl”/

instrument for making very accurate linear or angular
measurements

Vernier was first introduced by a French
mathematician in 1631.

versatile

adjective /HvEs tall/

able to do or be used for many different things
She is a versatile actress and can play many different
roles.

versus

preposition /vE's"s/
against; competing with
It is France versus Brazil in the finals.

vicious

adjective /IS s/

cruel and aggressive
Atif has a vicious dog.

victorious

adjective /viktg'ri“s/

having defeated an opponent
The victorious cricket team celebrated.

violin

noun /fwalHlin/

a musical instrument with four strings, played with a
bow
The violin makes a beautiful sound.

viper

noun /Hvalp”[r]/
a small, poisonous snake
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noun /viZn/

the ability to see
He needs glasses to improve his vision.

vixen

noun /vlksn/
a female fox

vocabulary

noun /vHkQbj I ri/

all the words used in a particular subject or language,
or that an individual person uses

Mehr has an extensive vocabulary.

volatile

adjective VAl tall/

evaporating quickly
Volatile liquids should be kept covered or they will
evaporate.

voluntary

adjective /Al ntri/

done willingly, not because you are forced to do it
Voluntary social workers distributed the medicine.

volunteer

noun /Al mitl " [r])/

a person who offers to do something
He is working as a volunteer at the hospital.

vowel

noun /vaU’l/

any of the letters a, e, i, 0, u which represent sounds
in which breath comes out freely
The letter E is a vowel.

vulnerable

adjective /vVIn“r bl/

able to be hurt or harmed or attacked
The vulnerable bridge was guarded by the army.

vulture

noun Aw/ItS"[r)/
a large bird that feeds on dead animals
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walnut

noun /HwcInvi/
an edible nut with a wrinkled surface
The walnut is a popular nut in Pakistan.

walrus

noun /Hw¢'lr’s/
a large Arctic sea animal with two long tusks

wardrobe

noun /wg'dr Ub/

a cupboard to hang clothes in
Hang your clothes up in the wardrobe.

wasp

noun /wAsp/

a stinging insect with black and yellow stripes round
its body

weathervane

noun /weD”veln/

a pointer that turns in the wind and shows from which
direction it is blowing

The weathervane shows that the wind is blowing from
the south.

weevil

noun hHwi'vl/
a small beetle that feeds on plants and fruits

weird

adjective /wl"d/

very strange; uncanny
That man has a weird sense of humour.

werewolf

noun /Hwe wuUlf/

a person who sometimes changes into a wolf
(fictional character)
He turns into a werewolf when there is a full moon.

whale

noun /well/
a very large sea animal
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whereabouts

noun /hwe”r bauts/

location
His whereabouts are still unknown.

whistle

noun hHwisl/

a device that makes a shrill sound when air or steam
is blown through it
The referee blew his whistle repeatedly.

wilderness

noun /hwlld"'n"s/

a wild uncultivated area; a desert
You could get lost in the wilderness without a guide.

windshield

noun /wlIndSi’ld/

a big window in front of a car
The windshield of the jeep was dirty after we returned
from the desert safari.

wisdom

noun /wlzd m/
being wise
Wisdom comes from experience.

withdraw

verb /wiDdr¢/

take back or away; retreat
| would like to withdraw my money from the bank.

woollen

adjective /wul n/
made of wool
He put on woollen socks when his feet got cold.

worthwhile

adjective /wETwII/

important or good enough to deserve the time or
effort needed

Merchant of Venice is a worthwhile book to read.
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wriggle
verb /rigl/

to move with short twisting movements

They managed to wriggle through the thick hedge.

wrist

noun /rist/

the joint that connects the hand and arm
Atif injured his wrist while playing tennis.

wristwatch

noun HristwAtS/

a watch for wearing on the arm
That looks like an expensive wristwatch.

writhe

verb /ralD/

to twist or move your body without stopping, often
because you are in great pain

She began to writhe around on the floor in agony.
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xenolith

noun hzEn“"lIT/

a rock fragment different in kind from the rock it is
enclosed in

A xenolith may be anything from angular to round in
its shape.
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