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benefactor

noun /'benifaekto[r]/

a person who gives money or other help to an
organisation such as a school or charity

Edhi has become the benefactor of thousands of
destitute people.

beneficiary

noun / benr'fifori/

a person who receives money or property when
somebody dies

I am the sole beneficiary of my uncle’s estate.
bequest

noun /bi'kwest/

money or property that you ask to be given to a
particular person when you die

The artist's bequest of his paintings to the gallery was
much appreciated.

bereavement

noun /bi'ri:zvmont/

the state of having lost a relative or loved one
because they have died

Hamza’s friends gathered to console him on his
sister’s sudden bereavement.

berserk

adjective / ba'zs:k/

uncontrollably violent
We were quite surprised at her berserk behaviour
upon seeing a cockroach.

bespectacled

adjective / br'spektokld/

wearing glasses
The mean children made fun of the bespectacled boy.

betrothed

noun /br'troudd/

the person to whom one is engaged

Mariam was Yusaf’s betrothed and was due to be
married next month.
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bibliophile

noun /'bibliafail/

a person who loves or collects books
My father, a keen bibliophile, spent a year looking for
a rare anthology of poetry.

bicentenary

noun / barsen'timnari/

the two-hundredth anniversary of an event
They marked Mozart's bicentenary by arranging a
series of concerts.

bifurcate

verb /'bairfokert/

divided into two branches or forked
Does the river bifurcate when it reaches the plains?

bison

noun /'baisn/

a wild ox found in North America and Europe, with a
large shaggy head

bivalve

noun /'barvelv/

a shellfish (e.g. an oyster) that has a shell with two
hinged parts

The cockle is an example of a bivalve sold as food at
seaside resorts in England.

bivouac

noun /'brvuak/

temporary camp without tents or cover, used
especially by soldiers or mountaineers

The soldiers had to camp in a bivouac on the
mountainside.

bleat

verb /bli:t/

to make a sound like that of a sheep or goat
We could hear the lamb bleat for its mother.

blithe

adjective / blaid/

carefree

He drove with a blithe disregard for the rules of the
road.
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buoyant

adjective / 'borant/

tending to increase or stay at a high level
There is a buoyant demand for houses these days.

bureau

noun /'bjuarau/

an office or organisation that provides information on
a particular subject

The employment bureau was inundated with
applications after the closure of the coal mine.

bureaucracy

noun /bjua'rokrasi/

the system of official rules and ways of doing things
that a government or an organisation has

As a civil servant, my uncle understands how
bureaucracy works.

byword

noun /'barws:d/

a person or a thing that is a well known or typical
example of a particular quality

The limousine is a byword for luxury.
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callous

adjective / ko'deevaras/

like a corpse; deadly pale
Ali was a tall man with a long, cadaverous face.

cadence

adjective / 'kalos/

hard hearted; unsympathetic
I abhor terrorists’ callous disregard for human life.

calm

noun /'kerdns/

the rise and fall of voice in speaking
The cadence of her mother’s voice lulls the baby to
sleep.

cadge

adjective / ka:m/

quiet and still
Everyone liked Hasan for his cool and calm approach
towards things.

calypso

verb /kads/

to beg for food or money
He managed to cadge some money from his friend.

cadre

noun /'ka:da[r]/

a small group of people who are specially chosen and

trained for a particular purpose
The general trained a secret cadre in desert warfare.

caffeine

noun /'kefim/

a stimulant found in tea and coffee
These days caffeine is added to drinks known as
“energy drinks.”

cajole

verb /ka'dzoul/

to persuade someone to do something by flattering
them; coax

She knows she can cajole her father into doing
anything for her.

calibre

noun /koa'lipsou/

a Caribbean song about a subject of current interest
Listening to a calypso is more interesting than
reading the newspaper.

camaraderie

noun / kema'ra:deri/

friendly feeling and goodwill amongst comrades
What he loved about his job was the camaraderie
amongst his colleagues.

cantankerous

adjective / keen'teenkoras/

bad tempered and always complaining
The school gatekeeper is a very cantankerous old
man.

capacious

adjective / ka'peifas/

spacious

Thousands of travellers waited for their flights in the
capacious lounges of the airport terminal.

capillary

noun /'kalibo[r]/

the quality of something, especially a person’s ability
The firm needs more people of your calibre.

callisthenics

noun / keelis'Oeniks/

physical exercises intended to develop a strong and
graceful body

The physical instructor recommended callisthenics to
his students.
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noun /ko'pilori/

any of the smallest tubes in the body which carry
blood

The medical student was amazed to see how tiny
each capillary was.
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carcinogenic

adjective / ka:smoa'dzentk/

likely to cause cancer
The carcinogenic activity of several carcinogens is
attributed to the radiations they emit.

caricature

noun /'kerikatfus[r]/

a picture, description of somebody that makes them
look funny by exaggerating certain characteristics
The caricature of the politician was very skilfully
drawn.

carnage

noun /'kamidz/

the violent killing of a large number of people
He could not forget the scene of carnage which he
had witnessed as a boy.

carrion

noun /'karion/

the decaying flesh of dead animals
The crows were feeding on carrion at the side of the
road.

carthorse

noun /'ka:tho:s/

strong, large horse kept for pulling carts
The man parked his carthorse right in the middle of
the road.

castanets

noun / kaste'nets/

a musical instrument, used by Spanish dancers,
consisting of two small round pieces of wood which
are held in the hand and hit together with the fingers
to make a noise

The dancers were performing to the rhythm of
castanets.

catadromous

noun /ka'tadromos/

(of fish) living in fresh water but migrating to marine
waters to breed

To breed, the catadromous eels travel from
freshwater to the depths of the ocean.
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catafalque

noun /'ketofaelk/

a raised structure on which the body of a dead
person lies

The catafalque built for the president’s body, was the
most elaborate | have ever seen.

catalyst

noun /'katolist/

a substance that makes a chemical reaction happen
faster without itself being changed
Iron is used as a catalyst in many chemical reactions.

catastrophe

noun /ko'tastrofi/

a sudden or widespread disaster
The tsunami of December 2004, was a catastrophe
that affected millions.

categorical

adjective / keeto'gorikl/

explicit, direct, absolute
After his categorical refusal yesterday, | do not expect
him to change his mind.

caterpillar

noun /'keetopilo[r]/
the worm-like larva of a butterfly or moth

caucus

noun /'ka:kos/

a meeting of the members or leaders of a political
party to choose candidates or decide a common
policy

A caucus will be held on Tuesday to choose
delegates to the party’s national convention.

cease

verb /sis/

stop or end
The troops were ordered to cease fire.
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charred

adjective / 'tfa:d/

burnt and black

He sat staring at the charred remains of his first
attempt at a barbeque.

chassis

noun /'fesi/

the frame that a vehicle is built on

The body of the car had been destroyed in the
accident, but the chassis was undamaged.

chasten

verb /'tfeisn/

to make somebody feel sorry for something they have
done

To chasten the students, the teacher gave them extra
homework.

chastise

verb /tfee'staiz/

to scold
The coach began to chastise the team for their lack of
commitment.

chattel

noun /'tfetl/

something that belongs to you
People do not like to be treated like chattel.

chauffeur

noun /'faufa[r]/

a person employed to drive car

They are looking for a chauffeur to drive their son to
school.

chime

verb /tfaim/

to show time by making a ringing sound
I heard the clock chime once.
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chisel

noun /'tfizl/

a tool with a sharp, flat edge at the end, used for
shaping wood, stone or metal

Mary cut her name into a block of stone using a
hammer and a chisel.

choir

noun /'kwaia[r]/

a group of people trained to sing together, especially
in church services or public performances
My son sings in his school choir.

cholesterol

noun /ka'lestarol/

a substance found in blood, fat and most tissues of
the body that can cause heart disease

Eating large amounts of ‘fast food’ can lead to an
elevated level of cholesterol in the blood.

chore

noun /tfo:[r]/

a task that you do regularly

He had one last chore to do before he could go out
and play.

choreography

noun / kori'ogrofi/

the designing and arranging the steps and
movements in dances
The choreography of the ballet was brilliantly done.

chronicle

verb /'kronikl/

to record events in the order in which they happened
The gossip columnist was paid to chronicle news
items on celebrities.

chrysalis

noun /'krisolis/

the case around a caterpillar that is changing into a
butterfly or moth

The butterfly emerged from its chrysalis and fluttered
its wings.

12711



DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Wordlist

to
age group

collateral

adjective / ko'laetoral/

connected to something else, but in addition to it and
less important

Even targeted bombings result in some form of
collateral damage.

combustible

adjective / kom'bastobl/

able to catch fire easily
The fire commissioner ordered that all combustible
materials be kept in safe containers.

comeuppance

noun /kam'apaons/

a punishment or fate that one deserves
| was glad to see that the bad guy got his
comeuppance at the end of the film.

commensurate

adjective / ko'menforot/
matching something in size, importance, quality
His salary will be commensurate with his experience.

commiserate

verb /ko'mizorert /

to show sympathy
They went to commiserate with their cousin on having
lost the election.

comparatively

adverb /kom'perativli/

as compared to something else
Compatratively speaking, flossing is better than using
a dental stick.

compendium

noun /kom'pendiom/

a collection of facts, drawings and photographs on a
particular subject, especially in a book

You will find a compendium on the subject, from our
archives in the library.
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compilation

noun / kompr'lerfn/

a collection of items, especially pieces of music or
writing, taken from different places and put together
His latest CD is a compilation of all his best songs.

complaisance

noun /kom'plerzons/

willingness to accept what others say or do without
protest

Sometimes his complaisance was seen as a
weakness.

complaisant

adjective / koam'pleizant/

readiness to please others
Omer is the most complaisant child I've ever met.

compunction

noun /kom'pankfn/
a feeling of guilt
They used inside information without compunction.

concentric

adjective / kon'sentrik/

(of circles) having a common centre
The planets do not orbit the Sun in concentric circles.

concession

noun /koan'sefn/

an act of giving something up, in order to end an
argument or to make a situation less difficult

It became apparent that one of the parties had to
make a concession for the talks to move on.

conciliatory

adjective / kon'siliotori/
reconciling; pacifying
She was still angry despite his conciliatory words.

concomitant

adjective / kon'komitont/

happening at the same time as something else
Exercise has the concomitant result of feeling healthy
and looking good.
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connivance

verb /kon'kas/

to become unconscious or confused for a short time
due to a blow on the head

The cricket ball hitting his head will probably concuss
him.

condescension

noun /ko'narvens/

help in doing something wrong
With the connivance of his friends, he made a plan to
scare the teacher.

conscientious

noun / kondr'senfn/

an act or instance of assuming an air of superiority
With dry condescension Mr. Blain described the
natives as “primitive” and “uncivilised.”

condiment

adjective / konfi'enfos/
taking care to do things carefully and correctly
As a conscientious editor, she checked every
definition for its accuracy.

conservatoire

noun /'kondimants/
seasoning; spice
Each condiment adds to the rich flavour of the dish.

confiscate

noun /kon'ssivotwa:[r]/

a school of music, drama especially in France
She studied at the Paris Conservatoire.

consonance

verb /'konfiskeit /

to officially take something away from somebody
The headmaster decided to confiscate the mobile
phone of any student found using one in class.

confluence

noun /'kpnsonans/

agreement
The policy is popular because of its consonance with
traditional party doctrine.

construe

noun /'konfluons/

the place where two rivers flow together and become
one
They built the city at the confluence of two rivers.

conformity

verb /kon'stru:/

to interpret
He decided to construe her remark as an apology
and took the matter no further.

consummate

noun /kon'formoti/

behaviour or actions that follow the accepted rules of
society

In conformity with the rules and regulations, she
requested the chairman to preside over their annual
meeting.

congenial

adjective / kon'dzi:nial/

sympathetic, agreeable

My father loves to go out for a meal with congenial
companions.
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adjective / kon'samot/

extremely skilled; perfect
He gave a consummate performance as a troubled
teenager in his latest film.

contemptuous

adjective / kan'temptfuas/
scornful
She gave him a contemptuous look.

contingent

adjective / kon'tindzont/

dependent on something that may or may not occur
In case of rain the teacher had a contingent plan for
the kids.
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continuum

noun /koan'tinjuam/

a sequence of things of a similar type
Historians see the past, the present and the future as
forming some kind of continuum.

contraflow

noun /'kontraflou/

redirected traffic sharing the road with traffic coming
in the other direction

The traffic police had to create a contraflow due to
the reconstruction of the parallel road.

contravene

verb / kontra'viin/

conflict with
He did not want to contravene the law in how he went
about his business.

convergence

noun /kon'vs:dzons/

the process by which things stop being different and
become the same

The president stressed the need to move towards
greater economic convergence with neighbouring
countries.

conversant

adjective / kon'vsisnt/

familiar with something
Tourists are not always conversant with the customs
of the countries they visit.

conveyance

noun /kon'verons/
a vehicle
During the transit strike, commuters used various

kinds of conveyance to get to their destinations.

conviction

noun /kan'vikfn/

a strongly held belief

Nothing could shake the lawyer’s conviction that his
client was innocent.
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coronagraph

noun /ka'rounagra:f/

a telescope for observation of the sun’s corona
The coronagraph enables us to view the Sun’s
corona.

corroborate

verb /ko'rpborert/

to provide supporting evidence
Finding a witness to corroborate his client’s story
proved impossible.

corymb

noun /'korimb/

a flat-topped cluster of flowers
Crabapple flowers appear in corymbs.

cosmos

noun /'kozmps/

the universe seen as a well-ordered whole
Astronauts are required to have basic knowledge of
the cosmos.

countermand

verb / kaunta'ma:nd/

to cancel an order that has been given
The new chairman wanted to countermand the last
directive given by his predecessor.

covenant

noun /'kavenont/

a promise to somebody, or a legal agreement
We must comply with the terms of the covenant.

credence

noun /'kri:dns/

belief in or acceptance of something as the truth
I have little credence in his promises.

crescent

noun /'kresnt/

a shape that resembles a segment of a ring tapering
to points at the ends

The crescent on Pakistan’s flag is white.
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dais

noun /'dens/

a stage, especially at one end of a room, on which
people stand to make speeches

When he approached the dais, he was greeted with
cheers from the audience.

daub

verb /do:b/

to spread a substance such as paint thickly onto
something

They planned to daub the walls of the building with
thick red paint.

dauntless

adjective / 'do:ntlos/

not easily frightened, bold
Despite the danger involved, the dauntless soldier
volunteered for the assignment.

dawdle

verb /'do:dl/

to take a long time to do something or go somewhere
| watched her dawdle her way to the tennis courts.

dearth

noun /ds:0/

a lack of something
There was a dearth of reliable information on the
subject.

decapitate

verb /dr'keeprtert/

to cut someone’s head off
They used to decapitate convicted murderers in
France.

deceased

noun /dr'si:st/

dead person

The body of the deceased was carried to the
graveyard.
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deception

noun /di'sepfn/

the act of deliberately making somebody believe
something that is not true
His deception came as a shock to everyone.

decipher

verb /dr'sarfo[r]/
to decode
| could not decipher the doctor’s handwriting.

decomposition

noun / dizkompa'zifn/

the process of breaking down gradually by natural
chemical processes

The science class observed the decomposition of the
orange over a period of two weeks.

decrepit

adjective / di'krepit/

very old and in poor condition or health
The movie had been shot in an old and decrepit
police station.

decrepitude

noun /dr'krepitju:d/

the state of being old and in poor condition or health
The house had a forlorn air of decrepitude.

defeatist

adjective / dr'fi:tist/

expecting not to succeed
If you maintain your defeatist attitude, you will never
succeed in life.

defection

noun /dr'fekfn/
desertion
There has been a defection from the ruling party.

deference

noun /'deforans/

respectful behaviour

She showed deference to the wishes of her parents in
planning her wedding.
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derivative

noun / delika'tesn/

a shop that sells cooked meats and cheeses, and
special or unusual foods that come from other
countries

Her brother is the owner of a delicatessen.

delinquent

noun /di'ligkwant/

a young person who shows a tendency to commit
crimes

A juvenile delinquent is usually sent to a special
school by the courts.

deliquescence

noun / delr'kwesons/

liquification of salts by absorption of moisture from
the atmosphere

Some of the salt specimens in the lab melted due to
deliquescence.

delusion

noun /di'lu:zn/

a false belief or opinion about yourself or your
situation

He laboured under the delusion that success was at
hand.

demeanour

noun /di'mimna[r]/

the way one looks or behaves

We were greatly impressed by his gentlemanly
demeanour.

demography

noun /di'mogrofi/

population changes over a period of time
In order to complete the survey it is essential to
include information regarding demography.

denouement

noun / der'num®d/

the end of a play, book in which everything is
explained or settled; the end result of a situation

I enjoyed the unexpected denouement in the film we
watched last night.
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noun /di'rivativ/

something developed or produced from something
else
Petrol is a derivative of crude oil.

derogatory

adjective / di'rogotri/
critical; discrediting
He resented her derogatory remarks.

destitute

adjective / 'destitju:t/

without money, food and the other things necessary
for life
Destitute beggars live on the streets.

desuetude

noun /'deswi tjud/

disused condition
People find it difficult to understand words that have
fallen into desuetude.

dexterity

noun /dek'sterati/

skill in using your hands
A child’s dexterity is tested by getting him to place
blocks on top of each other.

diabetes

noun / dare'biiti:z/

a medical condition, caused by lack of insulin, which
makes the patient produce a lot of urine and feel very
thirsty

Even though Atif's mother has diabetes, she doesn’t
let it hinder her active lifestyle.

dialogue

noun /'daislpg/

a conversation between two or more people
The dialogue between the leading actors in the
second act was the best part of the play.
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diaphanous

adjective / dar'efonos/

(of cloth or fabric) so light, delicate and fine that you
can see through it
The veil was made of diaphanous white silk.

diarrhoea

noun / dar'rro/

a condition in which faeces are discharged from the
bowels frequently

Unfortunately she had a bad case of diarrhoea on the
day of her exam.

diatribe

noun /'darotraib/

bitter verbal attack
The union launched a diatribe against the company.

dicey

adjective / 'darsi/

uncertain and dangerous
There was a dicey moment as one of our party made
a risky climb up the cliff wall.

diegesis

noun /dia'dzisis/

narrative or plot, typically of a film

The diegesis of his new film was so complicated that
even the director had trouble understanding it.

differentiable

adjective / difa'renfiobal/

able to be differentiated
The differentiable specimens had minute variations.

dilettante

noun / dile'tenti/

a person who does or studies something, but is not
serious about it and does not have much knowledge
I am looking for a serious painter, not a dilettante.

diminuendo

noun /drmmju'endou/

a gradual decrease in how loudly a piece of music is
played or sung

The song was played with a diminuendo.
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diocese

noun /'darosis/

a district under the care of a bishop
The diocese raised money to help alleviate poverty in
the city.

discern

verb /di'ss:n/

to know, recognise or understand something,
especially something that is not obvious

His father was unable to discern whether or not his
son was telling the truth.

disconsolate

adjective / dis'konsalot/

very unhappy and disappointed
The disconsolate players left for home without a
trophy.

discountenance

verb /dis'kauntnons/

to embarrass
With such composure, he survived every attempt to
discountenance him.

discrepancy

noun /dis'krepansi/

inconsistency
The teacher noticed a marked discrepancy between
the quality of Maya's homework and her class work.

discursive

adjective / dis'ks:siv/

rambling; without structure
They were irritated and bored by his discursive
comments.

disheartened

adjective / dis'ha:tnd/

lacking hope or confidence

The disheartened team did not stay for the farewell
dinner.
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dossier

noun /'dosiel/
a collection of documents
The company records contain a dossier on him.

dowager

noun /'davad3zo[r]/

a woman of high social rank who has a title from her
dead husband

It was an honour to meet the dowager Duchess of
Norfolk.

draught

noun /dra:ft/

a flow of cool air in a room
I got a stiff neck from the draught coming from the
window.

dreary

adjective / 'driori /

dull or boring
During his chequered career he had lived in five star
hotels as well as dreary boarding houses.

dromedary

noun /'dromodori/

a one-humped domesticated camel widely used as a
beast of burden in northern Africa and western Asia

dubious

adjective / 'dju:biss/

of doubtful result

| felt that going to the beach at midnight was a rather
dubious idea.

ductile

adjective / 'daktail/

(of a metal) that can be made into a thin wire
Copper is a ductile metal.

dulcet

adjective [/ 'dalsit/

sounding sweet and pleasant
| recognised her because of her dulcet voice.
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duplicity

noun /dju:'plisati/

dishonest behaviour that is intended to make
somebody believe something that is not true

People were shocked when they found out about his
duplicity.

dwindle

verb /'dwindl/

to get smaller gradually
It was depressing to watch my savings dwindle to
nothing.

dyke

noun /daik/

a long thick wall constructed to prevent flooding
especially from the sea

To prevent the village being flooded, a temporary
dyke was created around the lake.

dyslexia

noun /dis'leksio/

a disorder of the brain that causes difficulty in reading
and spelling

Dyslexia has become commonly diagnosed among
children nowadays.

dystrophia

noun / dis troufia/

when lake water is too acidic and poor in oxygen to
support life

The lake was classified with a high level of dystrophia
and couldn’t support any living organisms in it.
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elaboration

noun /1'balions/

high spirits

She emanated ebullience after learning of her
promotion.

ecclesiastic

noun /1'lebareifn/

the addition of details

You do not have much time to speak, so avoid any
unnecessary elaboration in your speech.

elicit

noun /1kli:zi'®stik/

a priest or minister in the Christian Church
As a humble ecclesiastic, he barely made enough
money to make ends meet.

ecclesiastical

adjective / 1 kli:zi'astikl/

relating to the church
They visited an old ecclesiastical building.

eclectic

adjective / 1'klektik/

not following one style or set of ideas but choosing
from a wide variety

The exhibition contained an eclectic collection of
paintings and photographs.

eclipse

noun /r'klips/

an obscuring of the light from one celestial body by
the passage of another between it and the observer
In ancient times people thought that an eclipse was a
harbinger of bad luck.

effervesce

verb / efa'ves/

to produce bubbles of gas, to come out in bubbles
When you unscrew a bottle of cola, it will effervesce.

effervescence

noun / efo'vesns/

enthusiasm and energy

She was never depressed for long; her natural
effervescence soon reasserted itself,
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verb /i'lisit/

to draw out information by reasoning or by
questioning

The teacher was able to elicit the names of the
students involved in the practical joke.

ellipsis

noun /1'lipsts/

the act of leaving out a word or words deliberately,
when the meaning can be understood without them
The paragraph ended with an ellipsis.

elliptical

adjective / 1'liptikl/

ambiguous, either purposely or because key words
have been left out

An elliptical remark baffles one because it is not
perfectly clear.

emancipate

verb /1'mensipert/

to free somebody, especially from legal, political or
social restrictions

Attempts to emancipate slaves were unpopular in
Mississippi.

embellish

verb /im'belif/

to ornament something; add details to it
In order to embellish the design, the artist added
flowers to it.

embezzle

verb /im'bezl/

to take money that was left in your care

He was planning to embezzle company funds to pay
for his vacation in Europe.
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embezzlement

noun /im'bezlmant/

theft of money that you are responsible for or that
belongs to your employer
He was found guilty of embezzlement.

emblazon

verb /im'bleizn/

to decorate something with a design
The man was asked to emblazon the baseball caps
with the team’s logo.

embryology

noun / embri'plodzi/

the scientific study of the development of embryos
She wants to go to a university renowned for its
department of research in embryology.

embryonic

adjective / embri'pnik/

in an early stage of development
The plan, as yet, only exists in embryonic form.

emendation

noun / i:men'derfn/

a change or correction in a text

A minor emendation was made to the minister’s
speech.

emeritus

adjective / i'merrtos/

retired but retained in an honorary capacity
He is an emeritus professor of biology.

eminent

adjective / 'emmont/

famous and respected, especially in a particular
profession
He is an eminent architect.

emphatic

adjective / im'feetik/

uttered with emphasis

He responded to my question in an immediate and
emphatic manner.
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empirical

adjective / im'pirikl/

based on experiments or experiences rather than
ideas or theories

He distrusted hunches and relied entirely on empirical
data.

empiricism

noun /im'pirisizom/

a belief that knowledge is derived from observation
He supported empiricism and had little patience with
theories.

enamoured

adjective / 1'neemord/
liking a lot
Sara was quite enamoured of the fashion industry.

encomiastic

adjective / enkomigstik/

giving praise

Some critics believe that his encomiastic statements
about Napoleon were inspired by his desire for
material advancement.

encroachment

noun /in'krautfmant/

a gradual intrusion
The encroachment of new factories in the
neighbourhood lowered the value of property.

encumber

verb /in'kambo[r]/

to make it difficult to do something
Their heavy cases encumber them throughout the
jJourney.

endearment

noun /in'dromont/

a word or an expression that is used to show affection
Your loving endearment that came with the flowers
brightened up my day.
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eocene

adjective / enig'matik/

mysterious and difficult to understand
Many have tried to fathom the enigmatic smile of
Mona Lisa.

entirety

noun /in'tarorati/

the whole of something
We watched the programme in its entirety.

entomologist

noun / ents'molod3zist/

person who is trained to study insects
An entomologist can help create insecticides for
various crops.

entomology

noun / ents'molodsi/

the study of insects
I found entomology the least interesting part of my
biology course.

entrepreneur

noun / pntrapra'ns:[r]/

a person who makes money by starting or running a
business

As an entrepreneur, she decided to open an internet
cafe in her area.

envision

verb /m'vizn/

to imagine a future situation
They envision a prosperous future for the country.

enzyme

noun /'enzarm/

a biological substance, which helps a chemical
change happen or happen quickly, without being
changed itself

The new detergent formula had a special enzyme that

cleaned clothes better.
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adjective / 'i:ousi:n/

relating to, or denoting, the 2nd epoch of the Tertiary
period, which occurred 40 million years ago

The Himalayas were formed during the eocene
period.

ephemeris

noun /1'femoris/

data or tabular statement of the calculated positions
of a celestial body at regular intervals throughout a
period

Ephemerides can be used by navigators to
determine their longitude while at sea.

epiphany

noun /1'pifani/

a moment of sudden and great revelation
| experienced an epiphany that changed the way |
viewed myself.

epitaph

noun /'eprta:f/

words that are written or said about a person,
especially on a gravestone

In his will, he dictated the epitaph he wanted on his
tombstone.

equanimity

noun / ekwo'nimoti/

calmness of temperament
She accepted the prospect of her operation with
equanimity.

equinox

noun /'i:kwioks/

the time of year when day and night are equal in
length

The autumnal equinox is on or around 22nd of
September.

escape

verb /1'skeip/

to get away from a place from where you have been
kept as a prisoner or not allowed to leave

He made five attempts to escape from prison but
failed each time.
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escutcheon

noun /1'skatfn/

a shield or emblem bearing a coat of arms
The knight carried his escutcheon with great pride.

espalier

noun /1'speelia[r]/

a fruit tree or ornamental shrub whose branches are
trained to grow flat against a wall, supported on a
lattice

| explained to the gardener that | wanted an espalier
on the wall, where it would get the sun.

estranged

adjective / 1'stremdzd/

no longer living with your husband, wife or family
He did not want to go to the party where his
estranged wife was expected to be.

eulogy

noun /'ju:ladzi/

a speech or piece of writing praising somebody or
something very much

The speaker delivered a heart-warming eulogy about
his colleague.

europa

noun /jua'roupal
large natural satellite of the planet Jupiter

There has been speculation that life might exist
underneath the icy crust of Europa.

eutectic

adjective / ju:'tektik/

denoting a mixture of substances in fixed proportions
that melts and freezes at a single temperature

The chemicals were mixed together in accordance to
their eutectic point.

eutrophic

adjective / ju:'troufik/

the decomposition, and so deprevation of oxygen to,
the previously abundant plant life of a lake rich in
organic and mineral nutrients

The fish did not survive due to the eutrophic condition
in the lake.
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evanescent

adjective / i:va'nesnt/

disappearing quickly from sight or memory

I love to search the night sky for the fleeting,
evanescent beauty of a shooting star.

eviscerate

verb /1'visorert/

to disembowel
| witnessed two vultures eviscerate the carcass of a
buffalo near my village.

evocation

noun /eva'keifon/

the act of recalling something to the conscious mind
The lawyer was successful in winning the case
through his evocation of some of the forgotten details.

ewe

noun /ju/
a female sheep, especially when full grown

exacerbate

verb /1g'zesabert/

to make something worse
By scratching a skin rash, you exacerbate the
condition.

exasperate

verb /1g'zesporert/

annoy or irritate somebody very much
Traffic conditions in the city continue to exasperate
me.

excruciating

adjective / ik'skru:fiertip/

extremely painful
He went through excruciating pain when his arm was
fractured.

exculpate

verb /'ekskalpert/

show or declare that somebody is not guilty of
wrongdoing

We felt that we had to exculpate the innocent man as
soon as we could.
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expedite

verb /1g'zilarert/

to excite
Speed can exhilarate any young driver.

exhort

verb /'ekspadait/

to make a process happen more quickly
Please do what you can to expedite the building work.

expeditiously

verb /1g'zo:t/

to try hard to persuade somebody to do something
The teacher decided to exhort the students to work
harder for their final exams.

exile

adverb /ekspa'difosli/

rapidly and efficiently

The work was carried out as expeditiously as
possible.

explicit

noun /'eksail/

the state of being sent to live in a country that is not
your own, especially for political reasons or as a
punishment

He wrote some of his finest novels while in exile.

existential

adjective / egzi'stenfal/

connected with human existence

The professor of existential philosophy enlightened
the students with his views.

exorbitant

adjective / 1g'zo:bitont/

(of a price) much too high

The exorbitant air fare means that | can only visit my
mother once a year.

expatiate

verb /ik'sperfient/

to write or speak in detail about a subject
| sat with the architect and listened to him expatiate
on his vision of a new city.

expedient

adjective / ik'splisit/

clear and easy to understand
He gave me explicit directions on how to get there.

exploit

verb /ik'splort/

to treat a person or situation as an opportunity to gain
an advantage for yourself

He used his contacts to exploit the situation.

extemporaneous

adjective / 1k ,stempa'reintas/

carried out or performed with little or no preparation;
impromptu

They gave a delightful, extemporaneous performance
as an encore.

extenuate

verb /ik'stenjuert/

to lessen or attempt to lessen the seriousness of
something

It is easier for us to extenuate our own short comings
than those of others.

exterior

adjective / 1k'spi:diont/

useful or necessary for a particular purpose, but not
always fair or right

Most people, faced with a decision, will choose the
most expedient option.
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noun /ik'stiorio[r]/

the external face of something

The exterior of the house needed repair after the
storm.
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extricate

verb /'ekstrikert/

to escape or enable to escape from a difficult
situation

He found that he could not extricate himself from the
meeting.

exuberant

adjective / 1g'zjusbarant/

full of energy, excitement and happiness
She gave an exuberant performance.
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ferrule

noun /'feru:l /

a piece of metal or rubber that covers the end of an
umbrella or a stick to protect it

The old lady’s walking-stick slipped because the
ferrule had come off.

fiasco

noun /fi'eskou/

something that does not succeed, often in a way that
causes embarrassment

Our last party was a complete fiasco because the
caterers went to the wrong address.

fictitious

adjective / fik'tifos/

invented; not true
We are interested in the source of these fictitious
rumours.

figurative

adjective / 'figorativ/

used in a way that is different from the usual
meaning, in order to create a particular mental image
“He exploded with rage” is a figurative expression.

figurine

noun /'figari:n/

a small statue of a person or animal used as an
ornament

As she was cleaning the mantelpiece, the figurine fell
and smashed to pieces.

filch

verb /filtf/

to steal, commonly, that which is of little value
He tried to filch my pencils.

filigree

noun /'filigri/

delicate decoration made from gold, silver or copper
wire

The filigree on the earring enhanced its beauty.
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firmament

noun /'fsrmomont/

(old use or literary) the sky
He is a rising star in the literary firmament.

fission

noun /'fifn/

(physics) the act or process of splitting the nucleus of
an atom, when a large amount of energy is produced
Energy is produced in the sun by nuclear fission.

flabbergast

verb /'fleboga:st/

to astonish; to strike with wonder
This news will flabbergast all those who had given up
hope.

flagellate

verb /'fladzalert/

to whip yourself or somebody else, especially as a
religious punishment

Some people believe that if they flagellate themselves
they will earn many spiritual rewards.

flagellum

noun /flo'dzelom/

a long whiplike outgrowth from a cell that acts as an
organ of locomotion

The scientist was successful in making flagellum in a
test tube.

flamboyant

adjective / flem'boront/

showy; ostentatious
Freddie Mercury was a flamboyant star of the British
hard rock scene.

flea

noun /fli/

a small, wingless, bloodsucking insect that has legs
adapted for jumping and is parasitic on warm-blooded
animals
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foible

noun /'floridzen/

a plant hormone that promotes flowering
Florigen induced plants are a boon to the horticulture
industry.

flotsam

noun /'forbl/

a silly habit or strange or weak aspect of a person’s
character, that is considered harmless
He had the annoying foible of twiddling his thumbs.

forbearance

noun /'flotsom/

parts of boats, pieces of wood or rubbish that are
found floating on the sea or along the shore

He took home an interesting piece of flotsam that he
found on the beach.

fluctuation

noun /'flaktuerfn/

variation in size, amount, quality
The frequent fluctuation of electricity has resulted in
my refrigerator breaking down.

fluorescent

adjective / flo:'resnt/

producing light by a form of radiation
He wore a fluorescent band across his coat to be
visible at night.

fluoridation

noun / florrr'derfn/

the addition of fluoride to drinking water to help
prevent tooth decay

Some people are against the fluoridation of potable
water.

fluvial

adjective / 'fluivial/

of relating to, or living in a stream of river

The fluvial processes comprise of the motion of the
sediment and the erosion of the river bed.

fluxion

noun /'flakfan/

a function corresponding to the rate of change of a
variable quantity

In the past, people could tell time by the fluxion of
sundials.
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noun /fo:'beorans/

patience
The woman exercised much forbearance when
dealing with her naughty children.

foreboding

noun / fo:'baudiy/

a premonition, especially of misfortune
She had a foreboding that the news would be bad.

forensic

adjective / fo'rensik/

connected with the scientific tests used by the police
when trying to solve a crime

Fifty years after the murder, forensic scientists were
able to solve the crime.

forfeit

verb /'fo:fit/

give up the right to something
He had to forfeit the match because he failed the
drugs test.

formaldehyde

noun /fo:'maldihard/

a liquid made by mixing formaldehyde and water,
used for preserving biological specimens
Formaldehyde is used in the manufacture of resins
and fertilisers.

formidable

adjective / 'formidobl/

impressive or powerful

We must not take the battle lightly as we are facing a
formidable foe.
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forsythia

noun /fo:'saifio/

a shrub native to Asia and widely cultivated for its
early-blooming yellow flowers

When spring comes, forsythia bursts into yellow
blossoms spreading from the ground to the tip of
each branch.

forthright

adjective / 'fo:0Orart/

direct and honest in manner and speech
He has a reputation for being a forthright critic.

fortitudinous

adjective / fortr'tju:dnos/

courageous

Citizens wish to see a fortitudinous leadership in the
country.

fortuitous

adjective / for'tjumtos/

happening by chance, especially a lucky chance that
brings a good result
His success was due to fortuitous circumstances.

fowl

noun /faul/

a bird, especially one kept on a farm, especially the
common, widely domesticated chicken
A chicken is a type of fowl.

frankincense

noun /'frenkmsens/

a substance that is burnt to give a pleasant smell
The Romans burned frankincense on their altars and
at cremations.

fratricide

noun /'fretrisard/

the crime of killing one’s brother

The risk of fratricide has always been a consequence
of civil warfare.
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fraudulent

adjective / 'fro:djalont/

intended to deceive somebody, usually in order to
make money illegally

The government is trying to stop fraudulent and
misleading advertisements.

frenetic

adjective / fro'netik/

involving a lot of energy and activity in a way that is
not organised

His frenetic activities convinced us that he had no
action plan prepared.

frolic

noun /'frolik/

a lively, enjoyable activity during which people forget
their problems and responsibilities

The children are having a frolic in the garden.

frolicsome

adjective / 'froliksom/

lively and playsome
The frolicsome puppy tried to run away with my shoe.

fulfilling

adjective / ful'filip/

making someone satisfied or happy through allowing
their character or abilities to develop fully
At long last | have found a fulfilling and well paid job.

fumble

verb /'fambl/

to hold or handle something clumsily
I always fumble with my notes nervously before |
begin a speech.

functionary

noun /'fagkfonori/

a person with official duties

As his case was transferred from one functionary to
another, he lost hope of ever getting his work done.
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furtherance

noun /'fs:dorons/

the act of furthering or helping forward; promotion;
advancement; progress

He took these actions purely in the furtherance of his
own interests.

fusillade

noun / fju:ze'lerd/

a rapid series of shots fired from one or more guns
The gangster was shot in a fusillade of bullets fired
from all sides.
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gaffe

noun /gef/

a mistake that a person makes in public or in a social
situation, especially something embarrassing

He blushed when he realised what a gaffe he had
made.

gaiters

noun /'geita[r]s/

protective coverings of cloth or leather for the ankles
and lower legs

The stonemason presented himself for work wearing
a pair of strong leather gaiters.

garret

noun /'garat/

a room, often dark and unpleasant, at the top of the
house especially in the roof

There is some old furniture in the garret that I'm
giving away.

garrulity

noun /gearjuliti/

excessive talking, especially about trivial matters
His extreme garrulity irritated his colleagues.

gastronomy

noun /ga'stronomi/

the art and practice of cooking and eating good food
Whilst he was in Europe, he developed a keen
interest in gastronomy.

gastropod

noun /'gaestropod/

a mollusc such as the snalil, slug, or limpet
The thing sticking to a rock was a gastropod.

gawp

verb /gop/

to stare at somebody or something in a rude or stupid
way

As a child | was told not to gawp at strangers.
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gecko

noun /'gekau/

a small tropical and subtropical lizard having toes with
suction cups that enable them to climb on vertical
surfaces

gelignite

noun /'dzelignait/

a powerful explosive
The engineers used gelignite to blast a tunnel through
the mountain.

generality

noun / dzena'raloti/

a statement that discusses general principles or
issues rather than details or particular examples

To say that women are bad drivers is a generality and
should be avoided.

genial

adjective / 'd3zimiol/

friendly and cheerful

He is liked by everyone because of his genial
manner.

genocide

noun /'dzenasaid/

the murder of a whole race or group of people
The genocide in Rwanda is still remembered with
abhorrence.

genteel

adjective / dzen'ti:l/

behaving in a very polite way, often in order to make
people think that you are from a high social class
Her genteel speech occasionally lapsed into her
original cockney accent.

genuflect

verb /'dzenjuflekt/

to bend the knee, as in worship

He did not genuflect when the leader entered the
room.
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gibberish

noun / dziamr'trifon/

a person who is practiced in or who studies geometry
Proficiency in mathematics is a pre-requisite for a
geometrician.

geriatric

noun /'dzibarif/

words that have no meaning or are impossible to
understand
You were talking gibberish in your sleep.

gibbet

adjective / dzeri'®trik/

concerned with old people
The geriatric ward is the busiest in the hospital.

gerontology

noun / dzeron'tplodzi/

the scientific study of old age and the process of
growing old

As a student of gerontology, she often visits old
people’s homes.

gesticulate

verb /dze'stikjulert/

to use expressive movements of the hands or body
with or instead of speech
He would often gesticulate during his lectures.

geyser

noun /gi:zo[r]/

a natural spring that sometimes sends hot water or
steam up into the air

The geyser will remain quiescent for twenty-four
hours after it erupts.

gherkin

noun /'gsikin/

a small cucumber that has been preserved in vinegar
before being eaten
| always eat a gherkin with my cheese sandwich.

ghetto

noun /'getou/

a part of a city, especially a slum area, occupied by a
minority group or groups

The pop star reminisced about his childhood in the
ghetto.
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noun /'dzibit/

an upright wooden structure on which criminals used
to be hanged; the gallows

We saw a gibbet in the Tower of London from the
seventeenth century.

gingivitis

noun / dzmnd3i'vartos/

a condition in which the gums around the teeth
become painful, red and swollen
Gingivitis is often caused by bad oral hygiene.

giraffe

noun /dzo'ra:f/

an African mammal with a long neck and legs, a tan
coat with orange or black blotches, and short horns

glacial

adjective [/ 'gleifl/
caused or made by glaciers
The deep valley had a glacial origin.

gladden

verb /'glaedn/

to make someone feel pleased or happy
They came to a conclusion that will gladden the
hearts of all animal-rights activists.

glimmer

noun /'glimoa[r]/
a faint unsteady light
We could see a glimmer of light on the far shore.

globule

noun /'globju:l/

a little globe; a small particle of matter, of a spherical
form

A globule of fat dripped from the meat.
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haberdashery

noun / heabe'defori/

small articles for sewing e.g. needles, pins, buttons
and thread

They kept a good supply of haberdashery at the back
of the shop.

hacienda

noun / hesr'enda/

a large farm in a Spanish-speaking country
Many African slaves were brought to America to work
on a hacienda.

hackneyed

adjective / 'heeknid/

used too often and therefore boring
The teacher advised her students to avoid hackneyed
phrases in their essays.

haemoglobin

noun / himma'gloubin/

a red substance in the blood that carries oxygen and
contains iron
Her blood test showed a low level of haemoglobin.

halcyon

adjective / 'halsion/

peaceful and happy
He was remembering the halcyon days of his youth.

hallucination

noun /hs lusi'nerfn/

an illusion
High temperatures can cause hallucination.

hammock

noun /'hemok/

a type of bed made from net, to hang between two
trees
Tim slept in his hammock all day long.

harangue

verb /ho'ren/

to criticise loudly and angrily

He walked to the front of the stage and began to
harangue the audience.

©0 00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

haughty

adjective / 'ho:ti/

proud and disdainful

1 didn’t like the haughty tone in which she spoke to
me.

haulage

noun /'ho:lidz/

the business of transporting goods by road or railway
The freight charges for the haulage of cargo has
been increased.

hauteur

noun /oau'ts:[r]/

an unfriendly way of behaving with people,
suggesting you are better than them
Everyone disliked her due to her hauteur.

havoc

noun /'hevaok/

a situation where there is a lot of damage and
destruction
The floods caused havoc in the area.

hawser

noun /'hoizo[r]/
a thick rope or steel cable used on a ship
The ship was tied to the pier by a hawser.

headdress

noun /'heddres/

a covering or band for the head, especially one worn
on ceremonial occasions
He always took special care of his headdress.

heady

adjective / 'hedi/

having a strong effect on your senses

The heady smell of hot spices reminds me of my
grandmother’s cooking.

hearth

noun /ha:6/

the floor at the bottom of a fireplace
The cat curled up in its favourite spot on the hearth.
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hieroglyphics

noun /'hebitju:d/

the state of being dull and lethargic
Due to lack of sleep, she was always in a state of
hebetude at work.

hedgehog

noun /'harera'glifiks/

writing that uses pictures or symbols
The discovery of the Rosetta Stone enabled scholars
to read the ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics.

hilarity

noun /'hedzhog/
a small insectivorous mammal covered with dense
erectile spines which rolls into a ball for protection

heifer

noun /hi'lerati/

a state of great amusement causing loud laughter
The announcement was greeted with great hilarity.

hinge

noun /'hefo[r])/

a young female cow, especially one that has not yet
given birth to a calf

heinous

adjective / 'hemas/

morally very bad

He was sentenced to twelve years in prison for his
heinous crime.

heliozoan

noun / hi:lia'zoven/

single-celled animal having numerous spindle-like
pseudopods that radiate from a central cell mass

herbarium

noun /'herbarivm/

a collection of dried specimens of plants
systematically arranged
She has a large collection of plants in her herbarium.

heritage

noun /'heritids/

that which is inherited
These ancient buildings are part of the national
heritage.

hierarchy

noun /'harora:ki/

a system in which people are organised into different
levels of importance from highest to lowest

She is high up in the management hierarchy.
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noun /hindz/

a piece of metal or plastic on which a door, lid or gate
moves freely as it opens or closes
She oiled the hinge to stop the gate from squeaking.

histamine

noun /'histomim/

chemical substance produced in the body in response
to an allergy or injury

The sneezing in respiratory allergies is caused by
the release of histamine.

histrionic

adjective / histri'pnik/

very emotional and attention seeking

We grew tired of her histrionic displays and ignored
them.

hive

noun /harv/

a structure made for bees to live in
We ate some delicious honey straight out of the hive.

hoax

noun /houks/

intended to make somebody believe something that is
not true, especially something unpleasant

The unnerving telephone call | received last night was
a hoax.
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hymn

noun /him/

a song of praise, especially one praising God and
sung by Christians

The members of the congregation sang their favourite
hymn with gusto.

hyphen

noun /'haifn/

a short dash used to join words or parts of words
together
The hyphen is an important part of punctuation.

hypotenuse

noun /har'potonju:z/

the side opposite the right-angle of a right-angled
triangle

The hypotenuse is the longest side of a right-angled
triangle.

hypothesis

noun /hai'poBosis/

a theory that has not yet been proved to be true or
correct

She needed to confirm the hypothesis of her thesis
with the professor.

hypothetical

adjective / harpe'0etikl/

based on a situation or ideas which are possible and
imagined rather than real or true

Why do we have to consider hypothetical cases when
we have actual case histories before us?

hypoxia

noun /har'poksia/

a deficiency in the amount of oxygen reaching the
tissues
The horse died due to hypoxia.

hysteria

noun /hi'stiorio/

a state of extreme excitement, fear or anger in which
a person loses control of their emotions

The crowd at the concert was gripped by mass
hysteria.
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iambic

adjective / ar'ambik/

(of rhythm in poetry) in which one short or weak
syllable is followed by one long or strong syllable
The poem was written in iambic pentameter.

icicle

noun /'aisikl/

a pointed piece of ice that is formed when water
freezes as it falls
An icicle was hanging from the roof.

iconoclastic

adjective / a1 kono'klaestik/

attacking cherished traditions
George Bernard Shaw’s iconoclastic plays startled
conventional people.

idiom

noun /'idiom/

a group of words whose meaning is different from the
meanings of the individual words

‘Let the cat out of the bag’is a good example of an
idiom, and means to tell a secret inadvertently.

idiosyncratic

adjective / 1diasiy'kraetik/

characteristic of an individual
We all have our own idiosyncratic ways of dealing
with grief.

idolatry

noun /ar'dolotri/

the worship of idols, images, or anything which is not
God

He supports his local team with a fervour that borders
on idolatry.

idyll

noun /'idil/

a picturesque scene or incident, especially one
connected with the countryside

He was writing about a community living in a rural
idyll.
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idyllic

adjective / 1'dilik/

peaceful, beautiful
She dreams of a house set in idyllic surroundings.

ignominious

adjective / 1gno'minios/

humiliating

He made one disastrous mistake and his career
came to an ignominious end.

illicit

adjective / 1'lisit/

not permitted or allowed
His illicit business was being monitored by the police.

illiteracy

noun /r'litorasi/

inability to read and write
He was ashamed of his father’s illiteracy.

illustrious

adjective / 1'lastrios/

very famous and much admired, luminous by
achievement

The composer was one of many illustrious visitors to
the town.

imaginative

adjective / i'meedzmoativ/

having or showing new or exciting ideas
The imaginative art teacher created amazing
costumes for the school play.

imbricate

verb /'mmbrikert/

arrange things so that they overlap
The worker was told to imbricate the roof tiles.

imbroglio

noun /im'brouliou/

a complicated situation that causes confusion or
embarrassment, especially one that is political

He found himself in the middle of a political imbroglio.
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imperceptible

verb /im'bruy/

to stain (something, especially one’s hands or sword)
They were unwilling to imbrue their hands with his
blood.

imbue

adjective / 1mpa'septabl/

slight; subtle

Even after turning on the air conditioner, there was
only an imperceptible change in temperature.

impermeable

verb /im'bjuy/

to fill somebody or something with strong feelings,
opinions or values

| try to imbue my students with a sense of personal
responsibility for their actions.

immaculate

adjective / 1'makjolot/

perfectly clean
He wore an immaculate white suit on his wedding.

impale

verb /im'perl/

to push a sharp pointed object through something
| watched him impale a gherkin with his fork and eat
it.

impeach

verb /im'pi:tf/

to charge an important public figure with a serious
crime

The American public hopes that Congress will not
have to impeach any more presidents.

impeccable

adjective / im'pekabl/

perfect
The actress was acclaimed for her impeccable taste
in clothes.

impecunious

adjective / im'ps:miabl/

not allowing a liquid or gas to pass through
The canoe is made from an impermeable wood.

impertinent

adjective / im'ps:tinont/

not showing respect, rude
The teacher was quite annoyed with Faisal for asking
impertinent questions.

imperturbable

adjective / impa'ta:babl/

not excitable

He remained imperturbable and in full command of
the situation, in spite of the panic surrounding him.

impetus

noun /'tmpitas/

something that encourages a process or activity to
develop quickly

A new federal highway programme would create jobs
and give added impetus to our economic recovery.

impinge

verb /im'pind3/

to have a noticeable effect on somebody or
something, especially a bad one

He never allowed his work to impinge on his private
life.

impish

adjective / mmpr'kju:nios/

without money

He contributed to funds to assist impecunious and
disabled people.
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adjective / 'impif/

showing a lack of respect for something or somebody
in a way that is amusing rather than serious

The little boy smiled in an impish manner.
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incessant

noun /inkan'desasi/

the emission of visible light by a body, caused by its
high temperature

She was blinded by the extreme incandescence of
the high noon sun.

incandescent

adjective / keen'desnt/

giving out light when heated
The incandescent lamp gives a soft, white light.

incapacitate

verb / mke'pasitert/

to make incapable or unfit
Mental illness alone will not incapacitate a person
from making a valid contract.

incarcerate

verb /in'ka:sarert/

to put somebody in prison or in another place from
which they cannot escape

To incarcerate him would mean dealing with the
anger of his tribe.

incarnation

noun / mka:'nerfn/

a period of life in a particular form
He believed he had been a prince in a previous
incarnation.

incendiary

adjective / m'sendiori/

designed to cause fire
The explosion was caused by an incendiary device.

incense

verb /in'sens/

to make somebody very angry
Very few things incense me more than intolerance.

inception

noun /in'sepfn/

the start
She was involved with the project from its inception.
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adjective / in'sesnt/

never stopping
The incessant meetings exhausted me.

incidental

adjective / msr'dentl/

not essential

The scholarship covered his major expenses at
college and some of his incidental expenses as well.

incision

noun /in'sizn/

a sharp cut
The surgery just requires a minor incision.

incite

verb /in'sait/

to encourage somebody to do something violent,
illegal or unpleasant

The union leader arranged a protest meeting to incite
other members to strike.

inclement

adjective / m'klemont/

(of the weather) not pleasant; cold, wet
We were unable to go on the field trip due to
inclement weather conditions.

incognito

adverb / mkog'ni:tou/

in a way that prevents other people from finding out
who you are
Movie stars often prefer to travel incognito.

incoherence

noun / mkou'hrorans/

a lack of ability to express yourself clearly, often
because of emotion

His incoherence was due to his anger at missing the
flight.
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incommunicado

adverb / mke mjunr'ka:deu/

without means of communication

The prisoner has been held incommunicado for more
than a week.

incompatible

adjective / mkom'pztobl/

opposed in character
The doctor gave her a list of incompatible drugs, not
to be had with her prescription.

inconceivable

adjective / mkon'siivobl/

unimaginable
We all protested when she gave the inconceivable
excuse of not being aware of the problem.

incongruous

adjective / in'kongruos/

strange and not suitable in a particular situation
We should do away with incongruous traditional
methods in this technical age.

inconsequential

adjective / i konsi'’kwen(l/

not important

I've wasted an hour of my valuable time on
inconsequential chatter.

inconsiderate

adjective / mkon'stdarat/

not giving enough thought to other people’s feelings
or needs

Her inconsiderate remarks left a bad impression on
the jury.

incontrovertible

adjective / mkontra'vsitabl/

undeniably true

The case was dismissed so quickly because the
lawyer provided incontrovertible evidence.
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incorporeal

adjective / mko:'porrial/

without body or form

We must devote less time pleasing our material
bodies, and concentrate on enriching our incorporeal
minds.

incredibly

adverb /m'kredobli/

unbelievably
He ran incredibly fast to beat the world record.

incriminate

verb /im'krimmert/

to prove the guilt of
The youths were arrested and searched for anything
that would incriminate them.

incubate

verb /'mkjubert/

(of a bird) to sit on its eggs in order to keep them
warm until they hatch

The bird sat for several weeks trying to incubate her
eggs, but they failed to hatch.

indefensible

adjective / ndr'fensobl/

not justifiable
She was put on probation for her indefensible
behaviour.

indefinite

adjective / m'definat/

not specified
She will be away for an indefinite period.

indelible

adjective / n'delobl/

impossible to forget or remove
The experience made an indelible impression on me.

indemnity

noun /in'demnati/

compensation for damage or loss

The victorious nation has demanded huge indemnity
from its former enemy.
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inevitable

adjective / in'dikotiv/

showing or suggesting something
The indicative result showed a strong retail market.

indignation

adjective / in'evitobl/

that cannot be avoided or prevented
He met his inevitable fate.

inexorable

noun / dig'nerfn/

anger resulting from perceived injustice
He felt indignation at the ill treatment of helpless
animals.

indiscriminate

adjective / mdr'skriminot/

unselective
She disapproved of her son’s indiscriminate television
viewing.

indisputable

adjective / ndr'spju:tabl/

undeniable
In the face of so many indisputable statements, |
withdrew my complaint.

indissoluble

adjective / ndr'spljsbl/

lasting
The supposedly indissoluble bonds of marriage are
often broken.

indistinguishable

adjective / mdr'stiggwifobl/
not clear
His indistinguishable speech left many confused.

inert

adjective / 1'ns:t/

without power to move or act
The president has to operate within an inert political
system.

inertia

noun /1'ns:fo/

lack of energy; lack of desire or ability to move or
change

According to Newton, an object in a state of inertia
will remain so for eternity.
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adjective / m'eksarabl/

relentless
The inexorable rise of crime is a cause for concern.

inexplicable

adjective / ik'splikebl/

that cannot be understood or explained
For some inexplicable reason he gave up an excellent
Job offer.

infallible

adjective / m'felobl/

never wrong; never making mistakes

He relied heavily on his infallible calculator for solving
his arithmetic problems.

infamous

adjective / 'infomos/

well known for being bad or evil
Jesse James was an infamous outlaw.

infidel

noun /'mfidsl/

an offensive way of referring to somebody who does
not believe in what the speaker considers to be the
true religion

The radical cult leader called the non-believer an
infidel.

infuriating

adjective / m'fjuoriertip/

making you extremely angry

He has an infuriating habit of whistling while he is
reading.

inherent

adjective / m'herant/

existing permanently in something
| felt there was an inherent weakness in the design.
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inhumane

adjective / mhju:'mem/

very cruel, not caring about the suffering of other
people

His inhumane treatment of prisoners lost him his job
as a prison warden.

innuendo

noun / mju'endou/

an allusive or oblique remark
Humour should not include sarcasm, innuendo or any
other form of cruelty.

inordinate

adjective / n'a:dinot/

far more than is usual or expected
She had an inordinate amount of energy.

insistent

adjective / n'sistont/

continuing for a long period of time in a way that
cannot be ignored

The insistent ringing of the telephone was giving me
a headache.

insouciance

noun /in'su:sions/

carefreeness; lack of concern
She approached the exam with an air of complete
insouciance.

insuperable

adjective / m'su:parabl/

cannot be overcome
In the face of insuperable difficulties he maintained
his equilibrium.

insurrection

noun / msa'rekfn/

uprising; resistance movement

An armed insurrection took place against the regime
of the dictator.

©0 00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

integrate

verb /'mtigrert/

to combine two or more things so that they work
together

The policy is to integrate children with special needs
into ordinary schools.

integument

noun /in'tegument/

outer covering of skin
The turtle takes advantage of its hard integument to
protect itself from potential danger.

intermittent

adjective / to'mitent/

stopping and starting often over a period of time, but
not regularly
Intermittent rain marred our picnic.

internecine

adjective / mto'nisamn/

mutually destructive
During the war internecine street fighting broke out
between rival groups.

intimidation

noun /m,timr'derfn/

bullying behaviour
The school bully was punished for his intimidation of
younger children.

intransigent

adjective  / m'treensidzont/

refusing to behave differently or change one’s attitude
They put pressure on the government to change its
intransigent stance.

intrigue

noun /'mtri:g/

underhand plotting

She writes novels that are based on mystery and
intrigue.

3071



DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Wordlist

introspective

to
age group

irreconcilable

adjective / mtra'spektrv/

tending to think a lot about your own thoughts,
feelings

He writes deep introspective poetry.

intuition

adjective / 1'rekonsailobl/

implacably hostile
Even after much effort from both sides, they remain
irreconcilable enemies.

irremediable

noun / ntju'tfn/

immediate insight

She had an intuition that she would have a visitor that
day.

invalidate

adjective / 1rr'mi:diobl/

impossible to cure or put right

His lack of planning has put us all in an irremediable
situation.

irrepressible

verb /in'velidert/

to prove that an idea, a story or an argument is wrong
The relatives who had received nothing from their
uncle, sought to invalidate the will.

invariant

adjective / in'veoriont/

never changing
His invariant character made him dependable.

invest

adjective / irr'presabl/

not able to be controlled or restrained
The irrepressible David Beckham scored two goals.

isotope

noun /'aisatoup/

one of two or more forms of a chemical element with
different physical properties
An isotope of carbon is used for carbon dating.

isthmus

verb /in'vest/

to buy property, shares in a company in the hope of
making a profit

Now is a good time to invest in this company.

inviolable

adjective / n'varalobl/

that must be respected and not attacked or destroyed
Her inviolable faith in her husband'’s integrity never
wavered during his incarceration.

invulnerable

adjective / mn'valnarabl/

that cannot be harmed or defeated
Gunners raked the beach from invulnerable positions
on the cliffs.

irascible

adjective / r'reesobl/

becoming angered very easily
His irascible temperament used to frighten me.
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noun /'ismoas/

a narrow strip of land with sea on either side, forming
a link between two larger areas of land

As we drove along the isthmus, we appreciated the
beauty of the sea on either side of us.

itinerant

adjective / ar'timoront/

travelling from place to place
He was an itinerant peddler, and travelled widely
selling his wares.

itinerary

noun /ar'tmorori/

a plan of a journey, including the route and the places
that you visit

Before leaving for France, we discussed the itinerary
with the travel agent.
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jactitation

noun /dzakti'teifon/

the restless tossing of the body in iliness
The doctor assured us that the jactitation of the
patient would begin to calm later in the day.

jacuzzi

proper noun / dzo'ku:zi/

a large bath with a pump that moves the water
around, giving a pleasant feeling to your body

Once you get into a Jacuzzi, you do not want to come
out.

janitor

noun /'dzanito[r]/

a caretaker

My office building is looked after very well by an old
Janitor who has been there for twenty years.

jaundice

noun /'dzomndis/

a yellow discoloration of the skin or eyes
He developed jaundice, and was not able to attend
college for the whole semester.

jaundiced

adjective / 'dzoindist/

not expecting something or someone to be good or
useful because of past experiences

I found it depressing to spend time with George
because he had such a jaundiced view of life.

jaunty

adjective / 'dzomti/

showing that you are feeling confident and pleased
with yourself

He set his hat at a jaunty angle and went off for his
interview.

jocund

adjective / 'dzokond/

cheerful and light-hearted
He was a jocund character, always full of fun.
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jostle

verb /'dzpsl/

to push roughly against somebody in a crowd
Someone always happens to jostle me when | am
standing with a cup of tea.

journalese

noun / dzsmno'liiz/

a hackneyed writing style

The article was full of journalese and grammatical
errors.

joust

noun /dzaust/

a medieval sporting contest in which two opponents
on horseback fought with lances
In a joust, the object is to unseat your opponent.

jubilant

adjective / 'dzu:bilont/

feeling or showing great happiness because of a
success
The fans were in a jubilant mood after the victory.

jubilation

noun / dzu:br'leifn/

a feeling of great happiness because of a success
There was great jubilation in the family when a baby
girl was born after four boys.

Judaism

proper noun / 'dzu:denzom/

the religion of the Jewish people
Judaism is one of the world’s oldest religions.

judicature

noun /'dzu:dikatfo[r]/

the system and administration of justice in a country
No society can be stable if it does not have an
effective judicature.

judicious

adjective / dzu'difos/

careful and sensible; showing good judgement

At a key moment in his life, he made a judicious
investment which resulted in his present good fortune.
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juggernaut

noun /'dzageno:t/

a very large lorry or truck

I felt very insecure in my tiny car when the juggernaut
pulled out of its lane to pass me.

jugular

adjective / 'dzagjalo[r]/

any of the three large veins in the neck that carry
blood from the heart to the head

The knife nicked his jugular vein, but he survived.

jurisdiction

noun / dzuveris'dikfn/

the authority that an official organisation has to make
legal decisions about somebody or something

Local courts do not have jurisdiction over a diplomat
of another country.

jurisprudence

noun / dzuveris'pru:dns/

the scientific study of law
1 still visit the old professor who used to teach us
jurisprudence when we were at the university.

jussive

adjective / 'dzasiv/

expressing a command
His requests were of a jussive nature.

justifiable

adjective / 'dzastifaiobl/

capable of being justified, or shown to be just
To extend a loan, the bank must have a justifiable
reason.

juvenile

adjective / 'dzu:veonail/

not yet adult
She was appalled at her cousin’s juvenile behaviour.

juxtapose

verb / d3aksto'pauz/

to place things side by side

In his exhibition he decided to juxtapose photographs
of settled family life with those of refugees in camps.
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lapilli

noun /la'pilar/

rock fragments ejected from a volcano
Lapilli usually range in size from 2mm to 64 mm in
diameter.

larynx

noun /'leriks/

the area at the top of the throat that contains the
vocal cords

When | had an infection in my larynx, | could hardly
speak.

lattice

noun /'latis/

a structure made of strips of wood or metal that cross
over each other with spaces between them, used as
a fence or support for climbing plants

Last year | put up a lattice in the garden and had a
fine show of sweet peas.

laureate

noun /'loriat/

a person who has been given an official honour or
prize for something important they have achieved
The Nobel Laureate was given a state reception
when he returned from Sweden.

layette

noun /ler'et/

a set of clothes and other things for a new baby
They went to London to buy the layette for their baby.

league

noun /lixg/

a group of people or nations who have combined for
a particular purpose

She is attending a meeting of the Women’s League
for Peace.

leatherette

noun / leda'ret/

an artificial material that looks or feels like leather
I want to buy a jacket made of leatherette.
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leech

noun /litf/
aquatic bloodsucking worm of which one species was
formerly used by physicians to bleed patients

leeway

noun /'lizwer/

the amount of freedom that you have to change
something or to do it in the way you want to

The new government has given the council greater
leeway to introduce and carry out reforms.

legacy

noun /'legasi/

money or property that is left to you by somebody
when they die

They each received a legacy of Rs. 50,000 from their
grandfather.

legendary

adjective / 'ledzondri/

of or pertaining to a legend or legends; famous
We were told legendary tales of her adventures.

legerdemain

noun /'ledzodomein/

skilful use of your hands when performing tricks or
conjuring

We were fascinated by the legerdemain of the
magician, as he conjured various items out of thin air.

legion

noun /'li:dzen/
a large group of soldiers that forms part of an army
To serve in a Roman legion was a great honour.

legionnaire

noun / li:dze'nes[r]/

a member of the legion, especially the French Foreign
Legion

The French legionnaire was renowned for his combat
tactics.
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leukaemia

adjective / Ii'dzitimat/

allowed and acceptable according to the law
It seemed a perfectly legitimate question.

legitimise

verb  /li'dzitomaiz/

to make something wrong or unfair acceptable in law
They tried to legitimise their actions by going to court.

leisurely

adjective / 'lezali/

without hurrying

After a leisurely breakfast at the hotel, we went to the
beach.

leniency

noun /'li:nionsi/

quality of being less strict than expected
Considering the gravity of the offence, we were
surprised at the leniency of the sentence.

lenient

adjective / 'limniont/

not as strict as expected

The lawyer pleaded with the judge to grant his client
a more lenient sentence.

leonine

adjective / 'lizonan/
like a lion
He had leonine features.

lessor

noun /le'so:[r]/

a person who allows somebody the use of a building,
area on lease
The lessor offered a five-year lease on the office.

lethargy

noun /'leBad3i/

the state of not having any energy or enthusiasm for
doing things

| used to worry about my child’s lethargy.
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noun /lu:'ki:mia/

a serious disease in which too many white blood cells
are produced, causing weakness and sometimes
death

When he was diagnosed with leukaemia, his family
was in a state of shock for many days.

leverage

noun /'lizveridz/

the act of using a lever to open or lift something
The correct leverage is required to move this load.

levity

noun /'levati/

behaviour that shows a lack of respect for something
serious and that treats it in an amusing way

We were shocked at the display of levity by members
of the family at the funeral.

liaise

verb /li'erz/

to work closely with somebody and exchange
information with them

She will liaise with teachers across the country to
improve the system of education.

liaison

noun /li'erzn/

a relationship between two groups of people involving
the exchange of information or ideas

There is an excellent liaison between our two
departments.

liberate

verb /'liborert/

to free from restriction
His mission was to liberate the country from the
dictator.

lieutenant

noun /lef'tenont/

an officer of middle rank in the army, navy, or air force
The young naval lieutenant looked dashing in his
white uniform.
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macabre

adjective / mo'ka:bra/

unpleasant and strange because connected with
death and frightening things
The city morgue is a macabre place to visit.

machete

noun /mo'feti/

a broad heavy knife used as a cutting tool and as a
weapon

The farmer cut open a coconut with a single blow
from his machete.

maestro

noun /'maistrou/

a master in any art, especially in music
The opera was composed by the maestro himself.

maggot

noun /'magot/

the legless, soft-bodied, worm-like larva of any of
various flies, often found in decaying matter

magisterial

adjective / madszi'stiarial/

showing power or authority
The head of the family behaved in a magisterial
manner.

magistrate

noun /'medszistreit/

a civil officer who administers the law

The accused was ordered to come up before the
magistrate.

magnanimous

adjective / maeg'naenimas/

kind, generous and forgiving, especially towards an
enemy or a rival

His refusal to take revenge was considered a
magnanimous gesture by many.
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magnetostriction

noun /meg,nitou'strikfon/

a change in the dimensions of ferromagnetic
materials when subjected to a magnetic field
Rapid, alternating magnetostriction causes the iron
cores ofhousehold transformers to hum or buzz

magnitude

noun /'meegnitju:d/

largeness

The sheer magnitude of the task seemed
overwhelming.

maintenance

noun /'meintonans/

upkeep

The school pays for heating and the maintenance of
the buildings.

maisonette

noun / meizo'net/

a flat with rooms on two floors within a building,
usually with a separate entrance
She lives in a rented maisonette.

malaise

noun /moa'leiz/

a general feeling of discomfort, illness, or unease
After the weekend there was a general feeling of
malaise in the office.

malcontent

noun /'mealkontent/

a person who is not satisfied with a situation
A malcontent was leading the conspiracy.

malign

adjective / mo'lain/
harmful
She had a strong and malign influence on her friend.

malignant

adjective / ma'lignant/
harmful
We were thankful that it was not a malignant tumour.
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manipulate

noun /'melio'biloti/

being easily influenced
The fashion designer believes in flexibility and
malleability in regards to her design philosophy.

mallet

noun /'mealit/

a hammer with a large wooden head and a long
handle

The boy scout used his mallet to hit the peg into the
ground.

mammoth

noun /'maemod/

an animal like a large elephant covered with hair, that
lived thousands of years ago and is now extinct

manacle

verb /'manokl/

to fasten metal bands to a person’s hands or feet, to
stop them from escaping

The police had to manacle the prisoner so he could
not escape.

manageable

adjective / 'meenidzobl/

that can be managed, used or controlled
The debt has been reduced to a manageable level.

mandatory

adjective / 'mandotori/

required by law
They had to pay a mandatory fee to register for the
competition.

maniacal

adjective / ma'narokl/
wild or violent
His drove in a maniacal manner.

manifestation

verb /mo'nipjulert /

to control or influence somebody or something
She used her charm to manipulate people.

manure

noun /ma'njus[r]/

the waste matter from animals that is spread over or
mixed with the soil to help plants grow

Animal manure is good for growing healthy plants.

Maori

proper noun / 'mauri/

a member of the aboriginal people of New Zealand
The languageof the Maori is officially recognised in
New Zealand.

mare

noun /meos[r]/
a female of the horse or other equine species

marionette

noun / meris'net/

a puppet manipulated from above by strings
The toddlers watched in amazement as the
marionette danced.

marsupial

noun /ma:'suzpiol/

a mammal such as a kangaroo or wallaby of which
the female has a pouch in front of her body in which
its babies are carried

A marsupial is a mammal found only in Australia.

martyr

noun /'ma:ta[r]/

a person who suffers very much or is killed because
of their religious or political beliefs

He was officially announced a martyr ten years after
his death.

marvellous

noun / menife'sterfn/

display; revelation

The riots are a clear manifestation of the people’s
discontent.
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adjective / 'ma:valos/
wonderful
This will be a marvellous opportunity for her.
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miniaturise

verb /'minatforaiz/

to make much smaller
He used to miniaturise models of ships and put them
in bottles as ornaments.

minutiae

noun /mi'nu:fis/

very small details
Before signing a contract one should always study the
minutiae.

misanthrope

noun /'misanOroup/

one who avoids human society
He was labelled a misanthrope because he preferred
to remain secluded in his studio.

miscellaneous

adjective / misa'lemias/

consisting of many different kinds of things that are
not connected and do not easily form a group
He has a miscellaneous collection of books.

misconstrue

verb / muskan'stru:/

to mistake the meaning of
The counsellor advised the couple not to misconstrue
what he was about to say.

misdemeanour

noun / misdr'mimna[r]/

an action that is bad or unacceptable, but not very
serious

As it was only a small misdemeanour, the child was
not punished.

misogynist

noun /mi'sodzinist/

a man who hates women

The misogynist refused to work with a female
secretary.
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misshapen

adjective / mis'ferpan/

with a shape that is not normal or natural
We laughed when our mother showed us the
misshapen potato that looked like a cat.

mnemonic

noun /nr'monik/

a word, sentence that helps you remember something
He made up a mnemonic to remember the theorem.

mollusc

noun /'molosk/

marine invertebrates having a soft unsegmented
body, and a protective calcareous shell
Molluscs are eaten at seaside resort.

monarchist

noun /'monokist/

a person who believes that a country should be ruled
by a king or a queen

He has always been a monarchist and enjoys
watching the Queen’s speech on television.

monocyte

noun /'monausait/

one of the main types of white blood cells
Monocyte cells are part of the human body’s immune
system.

morganatic

adjective / mo:ga'naetik/

a marriage in which neither the spouse of lower rank,
nor any children have any claim to the possessions or
title of the spouse of higher rank

Morganatic marriages used to be looked down upon
by the aristocracy.

morose

adjective / mo'rous/

gloomy and unsocial
My brother wears a habitually morose expression.
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netiquette

adjective / nr'fearios/

wicked; not moral
He was ostracised because of his past nefarious
activities.

negligence

noun /'netiket/

the correct or acceptable way of using the Internet
It is advisable to exercise proper netiquette when
surfing the web.

neurology

noun /'neglidzons/

the failure to give somebody or something enough
care or attention
The accident was a result of the driver’s negligence.

negligible

adjective / 'neglidzabl/

of very little importance and not worth considering
Even after much bargaining the shopkeeper only
conceded a negligible amount.

negotiate

noun /njua'rolodszi/

the scientific study of nerves and their diseases
He has studied neurology.

neurosis

noun /njua'rousts/

a mental illness in which a person suffers strong
feelings of fear and worry

Due to my neurosis, | am unable to enjoy a carefree
life.

neutral

verb /nr'gaufiert/

to try to reach an agreement by formal discussion
The government will not negotiate with terrorists.

neigh

adjective / 'njutral/
not engaged on either side
The two rivals will meet on neutral territory.

neutralise

verb /net/

when a horse neighs it makes a long, high sound
She heard her horse neigh amongst all the other
horses at the show.

neonatal

verb /'njuitralarz/

to stop something from having any effect
In order to neutralise an acidic solution, an alkali must
be added to it.

niche

adjective / ni:u'nertl/
of or relating to a child that has just been born
The hospital’s neonatal unit had many patients.

nescient

noun /nizf/

a comfortable or suitable role, job, way of life
He eventually found his niche in sport’s journalism.

nicotine

adjective / nefient/

lacking knowledge; ignorant
This report is a product of nescient minds.

nestle

noun /'nikotimn/

an alkaloid which is the active principle of tobacco
Nicotine is an intensely poisonous substance.

nocturnal

verb /'nesl/

to sit or lie down in a warm or soft place
We watched the puppies nestle close to their mother.
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adjective / nok'tsml/

active at night

The farmer got himself a watchdog to prevent the
nocturnal raids on his chicken coops.
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nodule

noun /'nodju:l/

a small round lump or swelling, especially on a plant
The plant had a strange nodule on its stem.

noisome

adjective / 'noisom/

extremely unpleasant or offensive
She left the chicken farm quickly as she found the
noisome smells disturbing.

nomadic

adjective / nou'madik/

moving from place to place for subsistence
He lived a nomadic lifestyle.

nominal

adjective / 'nominl/
very small
She charged only a nominal fee for her work.

nonchalance

noun /'nonfslons/

cool indifference

You had to admire his air of nonchalance as he faced
difficulties both at work and at home.

nonentity

noun /no'nentati/

a person without any special qualities, who has not
achieved anything important

Mariam sincerely apologised to Tariq for calling him a
nonentity in a moment of anger.

nonsensical

adjective / non'sensikl/
without sense
His nonsensical argument bored everyone.

nostalgia

noun /no'steldza/

a feeling of sadness mixed with pleasure and
affection when you think of happy times in the past
The first settlers found so much work to do that they
had little time for nostalgia.
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notorious

adjective / nou'torrios/

generally known and talked about, usually in an
unfavourable sense
The police are on a hunt for the notorious criminal.

nougat

noun /'nuga:/

a sweet made from sugar or honey, nuts and egg
white
Bits of nougat got stuck between her teeth.

novice

noun /'novis/

one who is new in any business or profession
She is a complete novice as a reporter.

noxious

adjective / 'nokfas/

poisonous or harmful
Containers that hold noxious gases must be handled
with great care.

nuance

noun /'nju:a:ns/

a very slight difference that is not usually very

obvious

He watched her face intently to catch every nuance of
expression.

nuclear

adjective / 'nju:klia[r]/

of or pertaining to a nucleus

Nuclear powered aircraft carriers can stay at sea for
years at a time.

nucleotide

noun /'njukliatard/

any of a group of molecules that, when linked
together, form the building blocks of DNA

Nucleotides are the basic buildingblocks of nucleic
acids.
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nucleus

noun /'njuklios/

the central part of something around which other
parts are situated

The fortress was the nucleus of the ancient city.

nugatory

adjective / 'nju:gotori/
having no purpose or value
His contribution to the discussion was nugatory.

nuisance

noun /'nju:sns/

that which annoys or gives trouble and vexation
Stop making a nuisance of yourself and do something
useful instead.

numerous

adjective / 'mjuimoras/

consisting of a great number of units or individual
objects

He has helped me on numerous occasions.

nurture

verb /'ns:itfo[r]/
to nourish or nurse
It’s important to nurture a good working relationship.
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obtrude

noun /'subau/

a high-pitched woodwind instrument
He plays the oboe very well.

obscure

verb /ob'tru:d/

to thrust impertinently
He was trying to obtrude his opinions on others.

obtuse

adjective / ab'skjua[r]/

hidden or unknown

The hymn was written by an obscure Greek
composer.

obsequious

adjective / ab'tjus/

slow or unwilling to understand something

He fails to keep up with the rest of the class due to
his obtuse nature.

obviate

adjective / ob'sitkwios/

trying too hard to please somebody

The waiter in the expensive hotel greeted us with an
obsequious smile.

observation

verb /'obviert/

to remove
The new evidence will obviate the need for any
further enquiries.

occasion

noun / pbza'verfn/

the act of observing or taking notice
The patient was kept under observation for weeks.

obsession

noun /ab'sefn/

the state in which a person’s mind is completely filled
with thoughts of one particular thing or person in a
way that is not normal

His obsession with computers began six months ago.

obsolete

adjective / 'obsali:t/

no longer in use
Many obsolete words were found in the old text.

obstetrician

noun / pbsta'trifn/
doctor skilled in obstetrics
Dr. Saad is a very well known obstetrician.

obstinate

adjective / 'obstinoat/

refusing to change, usually implying
unreasonableness

The obstinate old man refused to go to the hospital.
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noun /a'kerzn/

a particular time when something happens
On one occasion, she called me in the middle of the
night.

occult

noun /o'kalt/

magic powers and things that cannot be explained by
reason or science

He has an unhealthy interest in witchcraft and the
occult.

oceanic

adjective / pufi'enik/

of or pertaining to the ocean

The study of oceanic plant life can be very interesting
for young children.

ochre

noun /'suko[r]/

a type of red or yellow earth used in some paints and
dyes
He has painted the walls of his room yellow ochre.

octogenarian

noun / pktodza'nearion/

a person between 80 and 89 years of age
My grandfather is an octogenarian.
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octopus

noun /'oktapas/

carnivorous marine mollusc that has a rounded soft
body, eight tentacles, a large distinct head, and a
strong beak-like mouth

odorous

adjective / 'audoras/

having or emitting a scent
Apples have an odorous quality.

odour

noun /'suds[r]/

a smell

The room was filled with the stale odour of cigarette
smoke.

odyssey

noun /'pdasi/

a long journey full of experiences
The refugee arrived in Australia after a terrifying
odyssey of six months.

oesophagus

noun /i'sofagas/

the tube through which food passes from the mouth
to the stomach
His oesophagus was damaged in the car accident.

offensive

adjective / o'fensiv/

causing displeasure or resentment
His offensive attitude put everyone off.

officious

adjective / o'fifos/

too ready or willing to give orders
I am tired of being pushed around by officious civil
servants.

oleaginous

adjective / ouli'zdzmoas/

oily

Some organic substances have oleaginous
properties.
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olfactory

adjective / ol'faktori/

of or connected with the sense of smell

Her olfactory senses are very sharp as she can smell
anything from a distance.

ominous

adjective / 'omios/

suggesting that something bad is going to happen in
the future

The ominous dark clouds suggested that a storm was
brewing in the Atlantic.

omnifarious

adjective / pmno'fearios/

of all kinds

We went to the nursery to conduct a research on
omnifarious plants.

omnipotent

adjective / pm'nipotont/

having unlimited power
The monarch thought of himself as an omnipotent
entity.

omnipresent

adjective / pmni'preznt/

present in all places at the same time
The war brought with it the omnipresent sound of
sirens.

omniscient

adjective / om'nisiont/

knowing everything

The Wall Street Journal has an omniscient data
gathering network.

onerous

adjective / 'aunoras/

needing great effort; causing trouble or worry
To chaperone the three active children was an
onerous task.
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Palaeolithic

adjective / pa'sifik/

of or pertaining to peace
They are a very pacific party and do not believe in
violence.

pacifist

noun /'pasifist/

a person who believes that war is always wrong, and
who refuses to fight in a war
A pacifist protests against war.

paddock

noun /'padok/

a small field where horses are kept or exercised
The child was staring at the paddock in order to see
the horses.

paediatrician

noun / pi:dia'trifn/

a doctor who studies and treats the diseases of
children

They consulted a paediatrician when the baby
refused to eat.

pageant

noun /'padzont/

a public entertainment in which people dress in
historical costumes and give performances of scenes
from history

My friend was dressed as a princess in our city’s
pageant.

pageantry

adjective / palia'libik/

from or connected with the early part of the Stone
Age

Neanderthals in the Palaeolithic era lived a savage
life.

palatable

adjective / 'palatobl/

having a pleasant or acceptable taste
The chef was instructed to prepare a palatable meal
for the dignitaries.

palindrome

noun /'pelindroum/

a word or phrase that reads the same backwards as
forwards, e.g. madam

The series of palindromes in the dictionary confused
me.

pallid

adjective / 'palid/

pale
Reena’s pallid complexion was the result of high
fever.

panacea

noun / pzna'siie/

something that will solve all the problems of a
particular situation

He claimed to have a panacea for the company’s
problems.

panache

noun /'padzontri/

scenic shows or spectacles, taken collectively;
spectacular quality; splendour

The pageantry of royal occasions gathers people
from various areas.

pahoehoe

noun / pa‘hauthoaui/

a type of lava having a smooth, swirled surface
Pahoehoe is the second most abundant type of lava
flow.

©0 00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

noun /pa'nef/
a stylish way of doing something
She wears her clothes with great panache.

pancreas

noun /'pankrias/

an organ near the stomach that produces insulin and
a liquid that helps the body to digest food

The pancreas secretes insulin to regulate the blood
sugar level in the body.
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pandemonium

noun / pends'mouniom/

a situation in which there is a lot of noise, activity and
confusion

Pandemonium broke out when the terrible news was
announced.

pantomime

noun /'pantomaim/

(in Britain) a type of play based on a fairy tale usually
performed at Christmas

We took the family to the pantomime last Christmas,
to see ‘Puss in Boots’.

papyrus

noun /pa'pairas/

a tall rush like plant, formerly growing in Egypt
The papyrus was used as paper, for recording facts
and figures, in ancient Egypt.

paradigm

noun /'peradaim/

a typical example or pattern of something
The war was a paradigm of the worst side of human
nature.

paradox

noun /'paradoks/

a person, thing or situation that has two opposite
features and therefore seems strange

It is a paradox that comedians often lead unhappy
personal lives.

paragon

noun /'paragon/

a person who is a perfect example of a particular
quality
I make no claim to be a paragon.

parallelism

noun /'parslelizom/

the state of being similar; a similar feature

I think he exaggerates the parallelism between the
two cases.
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paralytic

adjective / paera'litik/

unable to move

She has been suffering from a paralytic illness since
she had the accident.

paramount

adjective / 'peeromaunt/

having the highest rank or jurisdiction; superior to all
others
This matter is of paramount importance.

paranoia

noun / pera'noro/

a mental illness in which a person believes that other
people are trying to harm them

His acute paranoia made itself evident, as he claimed
that more and more people were trying to kill him.

parapet

noun /'peerapit/

a low protective wall along the edge of a balcony,
bridge, roof
I leaned over the parapet and waved goodbye.

paraphernalia

noun / perafa'nerlis/

a large number of objects or personal possessions,
especially the equipment that you need for a
particular activity or sport

There is a huge pile of paraphernalia in the garage
waiting to be sorted out.

parasite

noun /'perasait/

a small animal or plant that lives on or inside another
animal or plant and gets its food from it
A mosquito is a blood sucking parasite.

paregoric

noun /perr'gorik/

medicine that eases pain

The doctor prescribed a paregoric to alleviate the
worst of his suffering.
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paroxysm

adjective / pa'rentl/

of or pertaining to a parent or parents
Parental guidance is needed for adolescents who are
going through a difficult phase.

pariah

noun /'peraksizom/

a sudden strong feeling or expression of an emotion
that cannot be controlled
He went into a paroxysm of rage.

parquet

noun /pa'raro/

a social outcast

Huckleberry Finn was a pariah because he was the
son of the town drunkard.

parlance

noun /'pa:lons/

a particular way of using words or expressing yourself

Legal parlance confuses me; | need a lawyer to help
me understand.

parliament

noun /'pa:lomant/

the group of people who are elected to make and
change the laws of a country

He has been a member of parliament for many years.

parlous

noun /'paker/

a floor covering made of flat pieces of wood fixed
together in a pattern

They had a lovely house with a beautiful flooring in
parquet .

partiality

noun / pa:fizeloti/

the unfair support of one person, team, idea

As one of the judges of a competition, | must avoid
any partiality when | come to make my decision.

participle

noun /pa:'tisipl/
a word formed from a verb
The present participle of sing is singing.

partisan

adjective / 'pa:los/

very bad and uncertain

The parlous state of security in this country needs
immediate attention.

parochial

adjective / pa'roukial/

confined to a limited area
His parochial outlook meant he was out of touch with
the wider world.

parole

noun /pa'roul/

the release of a prisoner before the end of a
sentence

He is hoping to get parole.
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adjective / pa:ti'zen/

showing too much support for one person, group or
idea

The partisan referee was disqualified for favouring
one team over another.

parvenu

noun /'pa:venjui/

a person from a low social or economic position who
has suddenly become rich or powerful

The parvenu was invited everywhere because of his
political connections, but he never felt truly welcome.

pathology

noun /pa'Oolad3zi/

the science which treats diseases, their nature,
causes, progress, symptoms

The diagnosis of diseases led to the science of
pathology.
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pathos

noun /'peifBos/

quality that produces feelings of sadness and
sympathy

The film captured the pathos of their plight.

patrimony

noun /'patrimani/

property that is inherited when a father dies
As predicted by his critics, he wasted his patrimony
within two years of his father’s death.

patronage

noun /'patronidz/

favour, encouragement, or aid afforded to a person or
a work

Without the patronage of several large firms, the
festival would not have taken place.

paucity

noun /'po:sati/

a small amount of something; less than enough of
something

The paucity of their savings kept them from returning
to their homeland.

pauper

noun /'po:pa[r]/

a person who is very poor

He died a pauper, with not even enough money to
pay for his grave.

peasant

noun /'peznt/

a countryman
The peasant protested against the harsh policies of
the king.

peculiar

adjective / pr'’kju:lis[r]/
odd or strange especially in a rather unpleasant way
I have a peculiar feeling that | have been here before.
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pecuniary

adjective / pi'’kjumiori/

relating to or connected with money

1 did not expect a pecuniary reward for my work in
this project.

pedestrian

noun /po'destrion/

a person walking in the street
A pedestrian was injured when the car skidded.

pediment

noun /'pedimont/

the part in the shape of a triangle above the entrance
of a building in the ancient Greek style

The pediment of the building was decorated with
figures from Greek mythology.

penchant

noun /'pentfont/

special enjoyment of or tendency towards something
She has a penchant for Mexican food.

pendulum

noun /'pendjolom/

a long straight part with a weight at the end that
moves regularly from side to side to control the
movement of a clock

She watched the clock pendulum as if in a daze.

penguin

noun /'peggwin/

stout flightless marine birds of cool regions of the
southern hemisphere, with black and white feathers

peninsula

noun /pa'ninsjalo/

a piece of land that is almost surrounded by water but
narrowly joined to a larger part of land

The Arabian Peninsula is one of the richest areas of
the world.
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perfidious

adjective / pa'njuarias/

very poor

Her attempt to commit suicide was a result of her
penurious circumstances.

peppercorn

noun /'pepokomn/

a dried berry of the black pepper
Food cooked with a sprinkle of peppercorn is
considered to be healthy and nutritious.

perceive

verb /pa'siiv/
to notice or become aware of something
1 did not perceive a change in his behaviour.

perception

adjective / pa'fidias/
treacherous, disloyal
Caesar was shocked at Brutus’ perfidious behaviour.

perfidiously

adverb /pa'fidiosli/

deceitfully
He was perfidiously playing one side against the
other.

perforate

verb /'ps:forert/

to put a hole or holes through something
The sound of an explosion can perforate one’s
eardrums.

performance

noun /pa'sepfn/

the way you notice things
She showed great perception in her assessment of
the family situation.

percussion

noun /pa'formoans/

the act of performing
Sara’s award winning performance in the play
received a standing ovation.

peripatetic

noun /pa'kafn/

musical instruments that you play by hitting them with
your hand or with a stick

The track features Joey Langton on percussion.

peregrinate

verb /'perigrineit/

to travel around, through, or over, especially on foot
He chose to peregrinate across India.

peregrination

noun / peragrinerfn/

a journey, especially a long, slow one
His peregrination in India taught him to be tolerant of
other cultures.

perennial

adjective / pa'renial/
continuing for a very long time
Pizza is a perennial favourite with the young.
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adjective / peripa'tetik/

going from place to place, for example in order to
work

I do not think that she will ever adapt to the
peripatetic nature of military life.

peripheral

adjective / pa'rifaral/

of minor importance
Companies are increasingly keen to contract out
peripheral activities.

periphery

noun /pa'rifori/

the outer edge of a particular area

In such a condition it is difficult for patients to see
objects at the periphery of their vision.

3361



DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Wordlist

to
age group

peritonitis

noun /perita'naritis/

a serious condition in which the inside wall of the
body becomes swollen and infected

The doctor told the family that she was suffering from
peritonitis.

perjure

verb /'ps:d3o[r]/

to tell a lie in a court of law after you have sworn to
tell the truth

To perjure oneself is to defeat the ends of justice.

perjury

noun /'pa:dzori/
the crime of telling a lie in a court of law
The judge found him guilty of perjury.

permissible

adjective / pa'misobl/

allowable
Factory workers were asked to keep only permissible
levels of nitrate in the water.

permissive

adjective / pa'misiv/

liberal

Claire’s children took her permissive attitude for
granted.

perpendicular

adjective / psipen'dikjola[r]/
at right angles to the plane of the horizon
She slid down the rail of the perpendicular staircase.

perpetual

adjective / pa'petfual/
continuing forever or for an unlimited time
How can | work with these perpetual interruptions?

perquisite

noun /'psikwizit/

incidental benefit
A car was a perquisite for his job.
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persecute

verb /'pzsikjust/

to treat someone in a cruel and unfair way, especially
because of their race, religion or political beliefs

Why does the media persecute him like this?

persevere

verb / psisr'vio[r]/

to continue trying to do or achieve something despite
difficulties

If you persevere | am sure you will succeed.

personage

noun /'psisonidz/

a person especially a famous or important one
A royal personage attended his wedding.

personnel

noun / psisa'nel/

the body of persons employed in some public service,
as the army, navy
Army personnel are not allowed to leave the base.

perspicacious

adjective / pa:spr'keifas/
able to understand quickly
He was a most perspicacious student.

perspicacity

noun / psisprkasati/
insight; quality of being astute
The brilliant lawyer was known for his perspicacity.

perspicuity

noun / ps:spi'kuiti/

clearness of expression; freedom from ambiguity

The perspicuity of his writing style appeals to most of
his readers.

perspiration

noun / paispa'reifn/
sweat
Beads of perspiration stood out on his forehead.
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plaintiff

noun /'pairat/

a person on a ship who attacks other ships at sea in
order to steal from them

The notorious pirate robbed all the passengers on the
ocean liner.

pistachio

noun /pi'stefisu/

the small green nut of an Asian tree

The prices of all dry fruits, including pistachio, almond
and cashew, have increased substantially.

pita

noun /'piito/

a type of flat bread in the shape of an oval that can
be split open and filled

She served pita with chicken at dinner.

pixie

noun /'piksi/

(in stories) a creature like a small person with pointed
ears, who has magic powers

In Ireland, homeowners leave milk out in order to
entice a pixie to take up residence.

placebo

noun /pla'sizbou/

a dummy medicine given to patients who do not need
medicine but think that they do

The doctor gave his patient a placebo and was
amused to hear that he had made a complete
recovery.

plagiarise

noun /'plemtif/

person who brings a suit in a court of law
The plaintiff claimed that the land was allotted to him
by the government.

plague

noun /plak/

a flat piece of stone, metal usually with a name and
dates on, attached to a wall in memory of a person or
an event

A bronze plaque hung outside the house where the
poet was born.

plaster

noun /'plasto[r]/

a white powder that is mixed with water and becomes
very hard when it dries, used especially for holding
broken bones in place

She broke her leg two weeks ago, and it is still in
plaster.

plausible

adjective / 'plo:zabl/

likely to be true
The only plausible explanation is that he had
forgotten.

plebiscite

noun /'plebisit/

a vote by universal political election
The question of which state the area should belong to
was decided by plebiscite.

pleiades

verb /'pleidzoraiz/

to copy another’s ideas, words and work and pretend
that they are your own

A boy in our class used to regularly plagiarise other
students’ work, until he was caught red-handed.

plagiarism

noun /'plaradi:z/

a well-known cluster of stars in the constellation
Tauras, also known as ‘Seven Sisters’

The pleiades is easily visible to the naked eye in the
night sky.

plenipotentiary

noun /'pleidzarizom/

the act or practice of plagiarising, cheating, copying
without permission

Those who get caught in the act of plagiarism will be
expelled from the school.
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noun / plenipa'tenfori/

a person who has full powers to take action, make
decisions on behalf of their government

The commissioner acting as a plenipotentiary did
whatever was necessary to stop the riots.
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plethora

noun /'pleBara/

a quantity greater than what is needed or can be
used
The report contained a plethora of detail.

plight

noun /plart/

a serious and difficult situation or condition

They were in a desperate plight, having lost all their
possessions in the fire.

pneumoconiosis

noun / njuimoeukouni'susis/

a cronic lung disease caused by the habitual
inhalation of irritants

Without proper protection factory and chemical
workers run the risk of developing pneumoconiosis

pneumonia

noun /nju:'mounia/

inflammation of the lungs
He is down with pneumonia.

podzol

noun /'podzol/

an infertile acidic soil having an ash-like subsurface
layer and a lower dark stratum

Podzols are typically found in temperate coniferous
woodlands.

poignant

adjective / 'pomjont/

arousing sympathy

Her face was a poignant reminder of the passing of
time.

polemic

noun /pa'lemik/

a speech or piece of writing that presents a very
strong argument

Her speech was memorable for being polemic.
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poliomyelitis

noun / paulisumara'lartis/

an infectious viral disease that affects the central
nervous system and cause paralysis
Poliomyelitis can be prevented through vaccination.

politician

noun / polo'tifn/

one versed or experienced in the activity of
government
Ahmed is a seasoned politician.

pollution

noun /pa'lu:fn/

defilement; uncleanness; impurity

| wish the government would do something to reduce
the level of environmental pollution.

pomegranate

noun /'pomigranit/

a round fruit with thick smooth skin and red flesh full
of large seeds
Pomegranate is my favourite fruit.

pomposity

noun /pom'posati/

self-important behaviour

Although the speaker had good things to say, we had
to laugh at his pomposity.

pompous

adjective / 'pompas/
self important; pretentious
His speech was delivered in a pompous manner.

ponderous

adjective / 'pondoras/

moving slowly and heavily
She watched the cow’s ponderous progress.

porcelain

noun /'pa:salin/

fine china
My mother had a large collection of antique porcelain.
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principle

adjective / pri'tenfos/

trying to appear important, intelligent in order to
impress other people

Everybody disliked her for her pretentious nature.

preternatural

adjective / pri:ta'natfroal/
beyond that which is normal in nature
Autumn has arrived with preternatural speed.

prevail

verb /pri'verl/

to exist or be very common at a particular time or in a
particular place

Those beliefs still prevail among certain social
groups.

prevalent

noun /'prinsapl/

a basic general truth that is the foundation of
something

Discussing all these details will get us nowhere; we
must get back to the basic principle.

prion

noun /'pri:on/

a very small unit of protein that is believed to be the
cause of brain diseases

The biology teacher explained to us what a prion was.

privacy

noun /'prrvosi/
seclusion
He preferred to read in the privacy of his study.

privation

adjective / 'prevolont/

commonly existing or occurring
Most of our prevalent beliefs are inherited from our
religion.

prevaricate

noun /prar'veifn/

a lack of the basic things that people need for living
In his youth he had seen much hunger and privation
in Africa.

privy

verb /pri'varikert/

to speak or act evasively
It is a well known fact that politicians will prevaricate
at news conferences.

primitive

adjective / 'primoativ/

very simple

We were disappointed by the primitive facilities
provided at the camp.

primogeniture

noun / prarmou'dzenitfo[r]/

the fact of being the first child born in a family

His primogeniture makes him the heir to his father’s
title.
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adjective / 'privi/
sharing in the secret of something
He was a member of the privy council.

procedure

noun /pra'si:dza[r]/
the act or manner of proceeding or moving forward
The injection was a simple medical procedure.

process

noun /'prouses/

the act of proceeding; continued forward movement
Unloading the cargo is a slow process.

proclaim

verb /pro'klerm/

to make known by public announcement
They dare not proclaim their intentions loudly.
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sabbatical

noun /so'batikl/

a period of time when somebody, especially a teacher
at a university, is allowed to stop their normal work in
order to study or travel

He has taken a sabbatical for one year to live and do
research in Jordan.

sachet

noun /'sefer/

a closed plastic or paper packet that contains a very
small amount of a powder or liquid

When we opened our take-away burgers, we realised
that they had only given us one sachet of sauce.

sacrificial

adjective / sekrr'fifl/

given up in order to obtain something of greater value
Muslims offer a sacrificial animal to Allah on Eid-ul-
Azha.

sacrilegious

adjective / 'sakra'lidzos/

violating sacred things
A number of churches were looted and sacrilegious
acts committed.

sacrosanct

adjective / 'sakrousepkt/

that is considered too sacred or important to change
or question

Their father’s dying wishes were considered
sacrosanct by all the family.

sadistic

adjective / so'distik/

taking pleasure in hurting others
If we are to improve conditions in this prison, we must
first get rid of the sadistic warden.

saffron

adjective / 'sefron/

a bright yellow colour

On our way to the temple, we saw Buddhist monks in
saffron robes.
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sagacious

adjective / sa'geifas/

shrewd; wise
| was impressed by her sagacious decision.

salient

adjective / 'seiliont/

most important or noticeable
She pointed out the salient features of the new
design.

salmon

noun /'semon/

large food and game fish having delicate pinkish flesh
and swimming from salt to fresh water to spawn

salubrious

adjective / sa'lu:brias/

clean and healthy; pleasant to live in

The growing pollution in the city has caused many
people to move to a more salubrious area.

salutary

adjective / 'saljotri/

having a good effect on someone/something, though
often seeming unpleasant

The accident is a salutary reminder of the dangers of
climbing.

sanatorium

noun / sena'torriom/

a hospital where patients who have a lasting illness or
who are getting better after an iliness are treated

My uncle is being kept in a sanatorium until he
recovers.

sanctimonious

adjective / sepkt'mounios/

appearing to be saintly

Her sanctimonious attitude towards her colleagues at
work has prevented her from making friends.
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sartorial

noun /'senktfuari/

a sacred place; a consecrated spot
The priest entered the sanctuary and said his
prayers.

sanguine

adjective / 'sengwin/

cheerful and confident about the future

He takes a more sanguine view of the future than
most analysts.

sapphire

noun /'safaia[r]/

a clear, bright-blue precious stone
He gave her a ring of sapphire for her birthday.

saprophytes

noun /'saproufart/

a plant, fungus, or microorganism that lives on dead
or decaying organic matter
Saprophytes recycle organic material in the soll..

sarcasm

noun /'sack&zom/

a taunt; a gibe; a cutting jest
She had a hint of sarcasm in her voice.

sardonic

adjective / sa:'donik/

scornful; mockingly bitter
There was a sardonic vein running through her
otherwise humorous article.

sarsaparilla

noun / sa:spa'rile/

a dried substance that is used to flavour drinks and
medicines, obtained from a plant also called
sarsaparilla

I have yet to try a drink made with sarsapatrilla.
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adjective / sa:'torriol/

relating to clothes, especially men’s clothes, and the
way they are made or worn

He was as famous for his sartorial elegance as for his
acting.

satellite

noun /'setalat/

an electronic device that is sent into space and
moves around the Earth or another planet

The spy satellite was finally launched by the
government.

saturate

verb /'setforert/

to make something completely wet
It is never a good thing to saturate a plant.

satyr

noun /'seta[r]/

(in ancient Greek stories) a god of the woods, with a
man'’s face and body and a goat’s legs and horns
You will find mention of a satyr in the children’s book:
‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.’

saviour

noun /'servjo[r]/

a person who rescues somebody or something from
a dangerous or difficult situation

The new manager has been hailed as the saviour of
the club.

sawyer

noun /'soror/

one whose occupation is to saw timber into planks or
boards, or to saw wood for fuel
He earns his living as a sawyer.

saxophone

noun /'saeksafoun/

a wind instrument of brass, containing a reed, and
partaking of the qualities both of a brass instrument
and of a clarinet

Brass is normally used to make the body of a
saxophone.
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scabrous

adjective / 'skerbros/

rough to the touch, like a file; having small raised
dots, scales, or points
The lizard has scabrous skin.

scant

adjective / skent/

scarcely sufficient; less than is wanted for the
purpose
| paid scant attention to what she was saying.

scapula

noun /'skeepjuls/
the shoulder blade
Adam fractured his scapula while playing football.

scarab

noun /'skarob/

large black beetle regarded as sacred by the ancient
Egyptians

scenery

noun /'simori/

the natural features of an area, such as mountains,
valleys, rivers and forests

She stopped to admire the scenery.

sceptic

noun /'skeptik/

one who is yet undecided and doubtful as to what is
true

Even though | explained it to him several times, he
still remained an unconvinced sceptic.

sceptre

noun /'septo[r]/

a decorated rod carried by a king or queen at
ceremonies as a symbol of their power

You can see the queen’s sceptre and orb if you visit
the Tower of London.

schematic

adjective / ski:'maetik/

according to a fixed plan or pattern
The play has a very schematic plot.

©0 00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

schism

noun /'skizom/

strong disagreement within an organisation,
especially a religious one, that makes its members
divide into different groups

Let us not widen the schism by further arguments.

schist

noun / fist/

type of rock formed of layers of different minerals, that
breaks naturally into thin flat pieces

The piece of schist that | found in Baluchistan was so
sharp that | could have cut a piece of meat with it.

scholastic

adjective / sko'laestik/

connected with schools and education
We are extremely proud of Maya who has worked
hard for every one of her scholastic achievements.

scorch

verb /sko:tf/

to burn superficially
The leaves will scorch if you water them in the sun.

scorpion

noun /'sko:pion/
small creature with a venomous sting

scour

verb /'skauvo[r]/

to clean something by rubbing its surface hard with
rough material
| had to scour the pans.

scowl

verb /skaul/

to wrinkle the brows, as in frowning or displeasure
He looked up at me and began to scowl.

screed

noun /skri:d/

a long piece of writing, especially one that is not very
interesting

It took me three hours to read through the screed that
Aisha had sent me.
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scurrilous

noun /skroul/

a writing formed into a roll
I tied a ribbon around the scroll.

scruple

noun /'skru:pl/

a feeling that stops you from doing something that
you think may be morally wrong

He is totally without scruple; he borrowed money and
then refused to pay it back.

scrupulosity

adjective / 'skaralos/

very rude and insulting and intended to damage
somebody’s reputation

He wrote a scurrilous piece about me in the local
press.

scurry

verb /'skari/

to run with short quick steps; to move rapidly
| watched the rabbit scurry away into its burrow.

scythe

noun / skrupju'lositi/

thoroughness
Sania told the doctor that Ali was tormenting himself
with his infinite scrupulosity.

scrupulous

noun /sard/

a tool with a long handle and a slightly curved blade,
used for cutting long grass and wheat
Peasants still have to cut grass with a scythe.

secant

adjective / 'skru:pjolos/

extremely thorough
Readers commend the author for his scrupulous
attention to detail.

scrutinise

verb /'skru:tonaiz/

to look at or examine somebody or something closely
It is important to scrutinise articles for any typing
errors.

scuff

verb /skaf/

to make a mark on the smooth surface of something
when you rub it against something rough

Constant wheelchair use will scuff almost any floor
surface.

sculptor

noun /'skalpta[r]/
one whose occupation is to carve statues, or works of

sculpture
Ali is a renowned sculptor.

©0 00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

adjective / 'sikant/
cutting; dividing into two parts
She drew a perfect secant line on the cake.

secession

noun /st'sefn/

formal withdrawal of membership of a group
Before the American Civil War, the southern states
declared their secession from the union.

Secrecy

noun /'sitkrasi/

the state or quality of being hidden
The whole affair is still shrouded in secrecy.

secretion

noun /sr'kri:fn/

the process by which liquid substances are produced
by parts of the body or plants

We were taught about the secretion of bile by the
liver.

sectarian

adjective / sek'tearion/

connected with the differences that exist between
groups of people who have different religious views
Sectarian violence is bad for society.
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sedate

adjective / si'dert/

calm; composed; staid
We followed the youngsters at a more sedate pace.

sedimentary

adjective / sedr'mentri/

having or pertaining to sediment; containing matter
that has subsided

While walking beside the lake, | came across some
sedimentary rocks.

sedulous

adjective / 'sedjulos/

showing dedication and diligence
She pays sedulous attention to detail.

seismicity

noun /'soizmisiti/

the frequency of earthquakes in a region

I do not want to live in San Francisco, due to the high
seismicity of the area.

seismograph

noun /'sarzmogra:f/

an apparatus for registering and measuring
earthquakes

The government has placed a seismograph in the
earthquake prone area.

semanticist

noun /si'mantisist/

one who is a specialist in the study of meanings of
words and phrases

The school invited a semanticist to conduct a
workshop for the English Language teachers.

semaphore

noun /'semofo:[r]/

an apparatus for giving signals by the disposition of
lanterns, flags, oscillating arms

The soldiers communicated amongst each other
using semaphore in the battlefield.
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seminary

noun /'semori/

a college where priests, ministers or rabbis are
trained

My brother joined the seminary because he wants to
become a priest.

sensory

adjective / 'sensori/

connected with your physical senses
He was diagnosed with an illness which would affect
his sensory organs.

sensuous

adjective / 'senfuos/

giving pleasure to your senses
I'm drawn to the poetic, sensuous qualities of her
paintings.

sequacious

adjective / si'kweifos/

lacking independence or originality of thought
Her sequacious routine sounds very boring.

sequoia

noun /si'kwora/

a very tall North American tree
The giant sequoia is said to be the oldest and most
massive of all living things.

serendipity

noun / seran'dipati/

the fact of something interesting or pleasant
happening by chance

Many scientific discoveries were made by a stroke of
serendipity.

serene

adjective / so'ri:n/

calm and peaceful

Serene music was playing in the background as they
had their dinner on a yacht.
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spatter

noun /'solstis/

either of the two times of the year at which the Sun
reaches its highest or lowest point in the sky at
midday, marked by the longest and shortest days
The children eagerly awaited the summer solstice.

sombre

adjective / 'somba[r]/
dark, dull or gloomy
I hate wearing sombre colours, especially in summer.

sophistication

noun /so fistr'’kerfn/

experience in worldly matters
His air of sophistication set him apart from the other
candidates.

soprano

adjective / so'pramou/

musical instrument or voice with the highest range of
notes in its group

We heard the magical sound of a soprano
saxophone.

sordid

adjective / 'so:did/
filthy; foul; dirty
| don’t want to know all the sordid details.

sovereignty

noun /'spvranti/

complete power to govern a country
The country claimed sovereignty over the island.

spaghetti

noun /spa'geti/

a kind of macaroni made in long tubes of small
diameter

She enjoys cooking spaghetti with meat sauce.

spasmodic

adjective / spaz'mpdik/

occurring in fits and starts; jerky

In the summer, he is accustomed to having
spasmodic asthma attacks.
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verb /'spata/

cover with drops or spots
Be careful, the car radiator might spatter boiling water
on you.

species

noun /'spi:fizz/

the groups into which animals, plants that are able to
breed with each other and produce healthy young are
divided

This is a conservation area for endangered species.

spectator

noun /spek'terto[r]/

one who is personally present at, and sees, any event
or activity
He went to the match as a spectator.

sphinx

noun /sfipks/

in ancient Egyptian art, a stone image, having a
human head, or the head of a ram or of a hawk, upon
the body of a lion

No man was able to solve the riddle of the sphinx.

spiral

adjective / 'spairal/

winding or circling around a centre
The birds circled in a slow spiral formation above the
house.

spleen

noun /splimn/

a small organ near the stomach that controls the
quality of the blood cells
Aisha was suffering from a ruptured spleen.

splicing

verb /splaisig/

joining or connecting two ends (e.g. of a rope) by
interweaving the strands at the ends

Cloning and gene splicing are are highly advanced, if
not outright dangerous, practices of biology.
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splutter

verb /'splata[r]/
to speak hastily and confusedly
Whenever he gets excited, he starts to splutter.

spontaneity

noun / sponta'nerati/

impulsiveness; absence of premeditation
The audience loved the spontaneity of the
performance by the leading actress.

sprawl

verb /spro:l/

to lie with the limbs stretched out ungracefully
She likes to sprawl out on the sofa and watch TV.

spurge

verb /sp3:dz/
to emit foam; to froth
The mixture began to spurge when heated.

spurn

verb /spsimn/

to reject or refuse somebody or something, especially
in a proud way

Her first instinct was to spurn his advances, even
though she felt incredibly sorry for him.

sputum

noun /'spjuitom/

liquid from the throat or lungs, especially when it is
coughed up because of disease
There was blood in his sputum.

squad

noun /skwod/

a small group of people assembled for drill,
inspection, or other purposes

The bomb squad arrived shortly after we called the
police.
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squadron

noun /'skwodron/

a group of military aircraft or ships forming a section
of a military force

An entire air force squadron has been deployed to
safeguard the nuclear facility.

squall

noun /skwo:l/

a sudden violent gust of wind often attended with rain
or snow
An unexpected squall left us abandoned.

squander

verb /'skwondo[r]/

to waste money, time in a stupid or careless way
He was tempted to squander his first salary on a DVD
player.

squawk

noun /skwoik/

a loud harsh cry
A loud squawk was heard when the cat attacked the
crow.

squeak

verb /skwik/

to make a sharp, high sound
My new shoes squeak.

squeamish

adjective / 'skwimif/

easily upset, or made to feel sick by unpleasant
sights or situations

I wouldn’t recommend this movie to squeamish
people.

squid

noun /skwid/

marine cephalopod molluscs having an elongated
body, ten arms surrounding the mouth, a vestigial
internal shell, and a pair of fins
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stigmatise

verb /'stigmataiz/

to treat somebody in a way that makes them feel that
they are very bad or unimportant

As a teacher, | make an effort never to stigmatise a
student as a failure.

stiletto

noun /str'letou/

a kind of dagger with a slender, pointed blade
The youth was arrested for carrying a stiletto.

stipulate

verb /'stipjulert/

to state clearly and firmly that something must be
done, or how it must be done

Before signing the contract, | informed the bank
manager that | needed to stipulate one condition.

stirrup

noun /'stirop/

a shaped piece of metal, wood or leather attached by
a strap to the saddle, used to assist a person in
mounting a horse

Put your foot in the stirrup.

stodgy

adjective / 'stodzi/
(of food) heavy and making you feel full
I try to avoid the stodgy pudding that my aunt makes.

stoic

adjective / 'stoutk/

able to suffer pain or trouble without complaining or
showing feelings

His stoic personality is a source of inspiration and
strength for many.

strenuous

adjective / 'strenjuas/

energetic
Every day he does an hour of strenuous exercise.
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strident

adjective / 'straidnt/

loud and harsh in sound

| don't like the strident manner in which he scolds his
servants.

stringy

adjective [/ 'strigi/
consisting of strings or small threads; fibrous
The root had a stringy appearance.

strychnine

noun /'striknim/

a poisonous substance used in very small amounts
as a medicine

Many murderers in the past used strychnine as the
poison of choice.

stucco

noun /'stakou/

plaster of any kind used as a coating for walls
The stucco was damaged by the heavy rains.

stultifying

adjective / 'staltifarm/

rendering ineffective
I have to get away from the stultifying boredom of this
job.

stumpage

noun /'stampids/

timber in standing trees, often sold without the land at
a fixed price per tree or per stump

Stumpage is hard to check and causes numerous
ecological problems.

sturdy

adjective / 'sts:di/

robust or resolute

He is of a sturdy build and therefore perfect for the
task.
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supercilious

adjective / suipa'silios/
showing an air of superiority towards others
He resented his colleague’s supercilious attitude.

superficial

adjective / su:pa'fifl/

only affecting the surface

He only suffered some supefrficial injuries in the
accident.

superintendent

noun / swparm'tendent/

a person with authority to manage and control
The superintendent of the nightshift is responsible for
the security of the building.

supplant

verb /sa'plamnt/

supersede and replace
The ambitious deputy schemed to supplant the
party’s leader.

supplementary

adjective / sapli'mentri/
additional
The paper had three supplementary answer sheets.

supposition

noun / sapa'zifn/

assumption that has no proof

The police are working on the supposition that he
was murdered.

supremacy

noun /su:'premoasi/

highest or supreme authority or power
It is hard to challenge Japan’s supremacy in the field
of electronics.

surfeit

noun /'s3:fit/

excess in eating and drinking

A surfeit of rich and heavy food will definitely upset
your stomach.
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surmise

noun /so'maiz/

a guess based on some facts that you know already
This is pure surmise on my part.

surmount

verb /so'maunt/

to overcome
Each time you surmount a difficulty, you gain
something by the experience.

surreptitious

adjective / sarop'tifos/

secret

News of their surreptitious agreement eventually
leaked out.

surrogate

adjective / 'saragot/

substitute
She looked upon them as a surrogate family when
her real parents were Kkilled.

surveillance

noun /ss:'verlons/

careful observation
The police are keeping the suspects under constant
surveillance.

susceptibility

noun /sa septa'biloti/

the state of being very likely to be influenced
His weakness is his susceptibility to flattery.

suspicious

adjective / so'spifos/
making you feel that something is wrong or dishonest
He has his father’s suspicious nature.

sustenance

noun /'sastonans/

the food and drink that people, animals and plants
need to live and stay healthy

Rice is the daily sustenance in vast regions of the
world.
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symposium

adjective / 'swo:di/
dark skinned
She looked pale standing beside her swarthy brother.

swathe

noun /smm'pauvziom/

a meeting or conference to discuss something
He attended a symposium on environmental issues.

synchronous

verb /swerd/

to wrap in layers of bandages, paper, or cloth
It was necessary to swathe his hand in bandages to
stop the bleeding.

sweaty

adjective / 'sipkronas/

happening or existing at the same time
My twin sister and | have had synchronous
experiences at many points in our lives.

synecology

adjective / 'sweti/

moist with sweat

He washed his sweaty hands with soap and warm
water.

swelter

verb /'swelto[r]/

to be overcome and faint with heat
He did not want to swelter so he refused to go
outside under the blazing sun.

sweltering

adjective / 'swelta[r]in/
oppressively hot
The sweltering heat can be unbearable for visitors.

swirl

verb /swsirl/

to whirl, or cause to whirl, as in an eddy
The draining of the swimming pool caused the water
to swirl.

sycophancy

noun /'sikofonsi/

praising important and powerful people insincerely,
especially in order to get something from them

As the new director, | was warned about the
sycophancy of certain employees.

syllabus

noun /'silobas/

a programme of study
We need to design a new syllabus for the third year.
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noun / smr'kolodzi/

the ecological study of whole plant or animal
communities

Synecology is a science of observation, rather than
experimentation.

Syzygy

noun /'sizidzi/

an alignment of three celestial objects, as the sun,
the earth and either the moon or planet
Syzygy in the sun-earth-moon system occurs at
the time of full moon and new moon.
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tableau

noun /'teblou/

a scene showing, for example, events and people
from history

She prepared a splendid tableau for her art history
class.

tabulate

verb /'tebjulert/
to form into a table or tables
The teacher told us to tabulate the results.

tacit

adjective [ 'tesit/

silent
The grim expression on his face was a tacit
admission of failure.

taciturn

adjective / 'teesits:n/

uncommunicative
The host found her taciturn attitude to be very rude.

tactile

adjective / 'tektail/

of or pertaining to the organs or sense of touch
Fabrics which appeal to the sense of touch are said
to have a tactile quality.

talisman

noun /'telizmon/

an object that is thought to have magic powers and to
bring good luck

| used to carry a pebble as a talisman to help me
pass exams.

tambourine

noun / temba'rimn/

a percussion instrument
They danced to the beat of the tambourine.
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tangential

adjective / teen'dzen(l/

having only a slight or indirect connection with
something

The negotiator avoided the main point and only spoke
about tangential issues.

tangerine

noun / tendzd'riin/

a kind of orange, much like the mandarin, but of
deeper colour and higher flavour

She added a tangerine to the fruit salad.

tankard

noun /'tenkod/

a large drinking vessel, especially one with a cover
He was holding a tankard in his hands.

tantamount

adjective / 'teentomaunt/

having the same effect as something else; equivalent
If he resigned it would be tantamount to admitting that
he was guilty.

tapeworm

noun /'terpwsmm/

ribbon-like, often very long flatworms that are
parasitic in the intestines of vertebrates, including
humans

taproot

noun /'tepru:t/

the root of a plant which penetrates the earth directly
downward to a considerable depth without dividing
If you damage the taproot, the plant will die.

tariff

noun /'terif/

a tax that is paid on goods coming into or going out
of a country or zone

Our company can import these items, but a heavy
tariff will be placed on them.
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tenement

noun /'tenomont/

block of flats
They live in a crumbling tenement.

tenet

noun /'tenit/

one of the principles or beliefs that a theory or larger
set of beliefs is based on
Believing in one God is the central tenet of Islam.

tenuous

adjective / 'tenjuos/

thin, slender, small
There is a tenuous connection between what is
written and what really happened.

tepid

adjective / 'tepid/
lukewarm
His campaign received only tepid support.

tercentenary

noun / taisen'timari/

the three-hundredth anniversary of something

The head master held a garden party in the grounds
to mark the tercentenary of the school.

terminable

adjective / 'tarmiabol/

able to be ended
The contract clearly stated that he would be regarded
as a terminable employee.

terminology

noun / ts:mi'nolodsi/

the set of technical words or expressions used in a
particular subject
I find scientific terminology very hard to understand.

ternary

adjective / 'tomaori/

proceeding by threes; consisting of three

In the air show, the aircraft flew in a ternary
formation.
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terracotta

noun / tera'kots/

reddish brown clay that has been baked, used for
making pots

| went to the garden centre to buy a terracotta pot for
my new plant, but they only had plastic.

terrestrial

adjective / to'restriol/

connected with the planet Earth
Increased ultraviolet radiation may disrupt terrestrial
ecosystems.

testimonial

noun / testr'mounisl/

a writing or certificate which bears testimony in favour
of one’s character, good conduct, ability
The court asked the witness to give a testimonial.

tetragonal

adjective / te'treegonl/

of or relating to or shaped like a quadrilateral
The rhombus, and the trapezium are tetragonal
figures.

textual

adjective / 'tekstfual/

pertaining to, or contained in, the text
He was extremely critical of the textual contents of
the book.

thatch

noun /Qatf/

dried straw, reeds used for making a roof
The thatch was badly damaged in the storm.

theocracy

noun /0i'pkrasi/

a country that is governed by religious leaders
The Vatican City is a theocracy.

theology

noun /Bi'pladzi/

the study of God or of religion
After his accident, he started studying theology.
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titular

adjective / 'titjula[r]/

existing only in name

The president is the titular head of the company, but
the real power lies with the chairman.

toad

noun /taud/
tailless amphibian related to and resembling a frog

toggle

noun /'togl/

a crosspiece on the end of a line or chain, or fixed in
a belt or strap for attaching a weapon by a loop or
ring

Her necklace had a silver toggle.

tolerant

adjective / 'toloront/

accepting without protest the opinions or acts of
others

He has a very tolerant attitude towards other
religions.

topography

noun /ta'pografi/

the physical features of an area of land, especially the
position of its rivers, mountains

From the air, it is possible to see the entire
topography of a region.

tortoise

noun /'to:tas/

terrestrial turtles, characteristically having thick club-
like hind limbs and a high, rounded carapace

tortuous

adjective / 'toitfuss/

bent in different directions; twisted

We had to endure a tortuous mountain track on our
way to the hill station.

traceable

adjective / 'treisobl/

capable of being traced
He wanted to track down all traceable calls.
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tracery

noun /'trersori/

a decorative pattern of lines and curves in stone
Mogul craftsmen were highly skilled at producing
beautiful tracery in marble.

tracheid

noun /'tretkud/

a type of water conducting cell in the xylem which
lacks perforations in the cell wall
A tracheid is found in all vascular plants.

tracheophyte

noun /'treikio fart/

a plant that has a conducting system of xylem and
phloem elements

Tracheophyte is the dominant type of land plant, and
includes trees and flowering plants.

traitorous

adjective / 'trertoros/

guilty of treason; treacherous
His traitorous behaviour will get him into a lot of
trouble.

trajectory

noun /tra'dzektori/

the curved path of something that has been fired, hit
or thrown into the air

She was able to see the trajectory of her golf ball
much better with her new contact lens.

tranquil

adjective [/ 'trenkwil/

peaceful
| always wanted to lead a tranquil life in the country.

tranquillity

noun /traen'kwilati/

calmness

After battling the traffic to reach Shalimar Gardens, |
Just wanted to sit under a tree and enjoy the
tranquillity of the ancient place.
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tumult

noun /'tjurmalt/

a confused situation in which there is usually a lot of
noise and excitement

There was such a tumult around the notice board that
| could not see the exam results.

turbulence

noun /'ts:bjslons/

disturbance

The country has been in a state of turbulence since
the news report last night.

turbulent

adjective / 'ts:bjalont/

disturbed

His country has a turbulent history, but things seem
more settled now.

turquoise

noun /'tstkwoiz/

a blue or greenish-blue precious stone
She asked the jeweller to put a turquoise in her ring.

tusche

noun /'tooshoa/

a greasy black composition, in liquid for or to be
mixed with a liquid, used as ink for lithographic
drawings

Tusche mixed with water flows more freely and dries
more slowly.

tussock

noun /'tasak/

a small area of grass that is longer and thicker than
the grass around it

When | was a child, | thought that the tussock in the
garden was a magical place.

typography

noun /tar'pografi/

the art or work of preparing books for printing,
especially of designing how text will appear when it is
printed

He learnt the art of typography in his apprenticeship
at the printers.
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tyrannical

adjective / ti'renikl/

using power or authority over people in an unfair and
cruel way
His tyrannical rule did not last for long.

tyranny

noun /'tironi/

unfair or cruel use of power or authority

The students had no protection against the tyranny of
their class bully.
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urchin

noun /'sitfm/

a young child who is poor and dirty, often one who
has no home

The dirty little street urchin was begging for food.

utilitarian

adjective / juitilr'tearion/

designed to be practically useful rather than attractive
It was an exhibition displaying utilitarian sanitary
items.

utilitarianism

noun / juitilr'tearionizom/

the belief that the right course of action is the one
that will produce the greatest happiness for the
highest number of people

The problem with a theory like utilitarianism, is that it
takes free choice out of the equation.

utopia

noun /ju:'toupio/

an imaginary place or state where everything is
perfect

Utopia does not exist in reality, it is merely a figment
of our imagination.

utterance

noun /'atorons/

spoken words
She hardly ever gives utterance to her thoughts.
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vengeful

adjective / 'vendzfl/

wanting to take revenge
Her vengeful attitude will cause us great suffering.

ventriloquism

noun /ven'trilokwizom/

the act of speaking in such a manner that the voice
appears to come from some other source
He could not master the art of ventriloquism.

veracious

adjective / va'reifas/

truthful
It was hard not to believe her veracious explanation.

verbatim

adverb /vs:'bertim/

exactly as spoken or written; word for word
He reported the speech verbatim.

verisimilitude

noun / verrsr'militju:d/

the quality of seeming to be true or real
To add verisimilitude, the stage is covered with sand
for the desert scenes.

versatile

adjective / 'vs:sotail/

adaptable
He’s a versatile actor who has played a wide variety
of roles.

vertigo

noun /'vsitigou/

dizziness and loss of balance caused by looking
down from a high place

He did not realise that he had vertigo until he went up
to the roof of the building and looked down.

vestibule

noun /'vestibju:l/
an entrance hall
The vestibule of the hotel was magnificent.
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veterinary

adjective / 'vetronori/

connected with caring for the health of animals
She is a student of veterinary medicine.

vicarious

adjective / vi'kearios/

performed, accomplished, or undergone by or on
behalf of another

He got a vicarious thrill out of watching his son score
the winning goal.

vicinity

noun /va'smoti/

the surrounding district
There is no hospital in the immediate vicinity.

vicissitude

noun /vr'sisitju:d/

change of circumstances
He considered injuring his leg only a vicissitude which
he would soon get over with.

victorious

adjective / vik'torrios/

of or pertaining to victory
The victorious army returned home.

villainous

adjective / 'vilonas/

very wicked; very unpleasant
The detectives were unable to catch the villainous
robbers.

vindicate

verb /'vindikert/

to clear of suspicion
New evidence was needed to vindicate him
completely.

viper

noun /'vaipa[r]/
venomous snake having a single pair of long, hollow
fangs and a thick, heavy body
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voluminous

adjective / 'vs:itfuss/
morally correct
She lived an entirely virtuous life.

virulent

adjective / vo'lurmmas/
very large; bulky
| sank down into a voluminous armchair.

voracious

adjective / 'viralont/

extremely dangerous or harmful and quick to take
effect

She has recovered from a particularly virulent form of
typhoid.

viscountcy

noun /'vaikauntsi/

the rank or position of a viscount
His viscountcy made him a sought-after bachelor.

vituperation

adjective / va'reifas/

greedy; insatiable
His obesity was indicative of a voracious appetite.

voyager

noun /'vondza/

one of a series of US space probes that obtained
scientific information

The very first Voyager showed us an up-close view of
our Solar System.

vulcanization

noun /vrtjwpa'rerfn/

cruel and angry criticism

I do not enjoy reading his book reviews; every
sentence is steeped in vituperation.

vivacious

noun /'valkonai'zeifon/

procedure of treating rubber with sulphur and heat,
for greater elasticity and durability
Wulcanization is a complicated process.

vulnerable

adjective / vi'verfos/
animated, lively, spirited
He had three pretty, vivacious daughters.

vixen

noun /'viksn/
a female fox
The vixen had three lively cubs.

vociferous

adjective / va'siforas/

noisy and insistent
The vociferous protests of the workers have given me
a headache.

volatile

adjective / 'volatail/

liable to change suddenly
He was worried about her volatile personality.
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adjective / 'valnarabl/

able to be physically or emotionally hurt or damaged
The sudden resignation of the finance director put the
company in a very vulnerable position.

vulture

noun /'valtfa[r])/

large bird of prey characteristically having dark
plumage and a featherless head and neck and
generally feeding on carrion
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waltz

noun /wo:ls/

a graceful dance in which two people dance together
The waltz is easy to learn if you have a sense of
rhythm.

wanton

adjective / 'wonton/

childishly cruel or unruly
The teacher was disappointed by his wanton
behaviour.

warmonger

noun /'woamango[r]/

a person, especially a politician or leader, who wants
to start a war

He was advised not to pay heed to the fiery speeches
of the warmonger.

warrantable

adjective / 'worantabl/

able to be guaranteed
He made sure to buy a warrantable CD player.

wastrel

noun /'weistral/

an idle, worthless, or disreputable person
Her husband was known as a wastrel.

waterborne

adjective / 'wortorbom/

spread or carried by water
Waterborne diseases are not rare.

watercress

noun /'wortokres/

a water plant with small, round, green leaves and thin
stems. It has a strong taste and is often eaten raw in
salads

| added watercress to the salad.
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wattmeter

noun /wotmito[r]/

meter for measuring an amount of electricity

The physics laboratory did not have a spare
wattmeter, so the new student could not participate in
the experiment.

wayhbill

noun /weibil/

a receipt from the carrier for the goods being shipped
He was not given a waybill for the cargo he sent by
ship to England.

weaponry

noun /'weponri/

weapons (collectively)
The police force has very sophisticated weaponry.

wearisome

adjective / 'wiorisom/

boring, tiring

After a long, wearisome day at work, she was so tired
that she slept for twelve hours.

weevil

noun /'wivl/

beetle that characteristically has a downward-curving
snout and is destructive to nuts, fruits, stems, and
roots

werewolf

noun /'weawulf/

(in stories) a person who changes for periods of time
into a wolf, especially when there is a full moon

We thought the film about a werewolf was going to be
frightening, but it was really quite humorous.

westernisation

noun / westonar'zerfn/

the process of becoming more like the developed
world

According to critics, globalisation is just another word
for the westernisation of the entire world.
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wretch

verb /'widl/

to persuade by flattery
The children managed to wheedle money out of their
father to go to the amusement park.

whimper

noun /retf/

a person for whom you feel pity
That poor wretch has been begging at that spot ever
since | can remember.

wrongdoing

verb /'wimpa[r]/

to cry or whine softly

When we heard the puppy whimper, we thought he
might be hungry.

whimsical

adjective / 'wimzikl/

playfully quaint or fanciful, especially in an appealing
and amusing way
Much of his writing has a whimsical quality to it.

whithersoever

adverb /widarsou'eva[r]/

wherever
She was free to go whithersoever she chose.

wilderness

noun /'wildonas/

an uncultivated and uninhabited area
Antarctica is the world’s last great wilderness.

woebegone

adjective / 'waubigon/

looking very sad
I pitied him when | saw his woebegone expression.

wonderment

noun /'wandomont/

a feeling of pleasant surprise or wonder
She looked at him in surprise and wonderment.

wreckage

noun /'rekidz/

the results or remains of a disaster

The wreckage of the plane crash was spread over
miles.
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noun /'rogdu:iy/
evil or wicked behaviour or action
The company denies any wrongdoing.
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xenophobia

noun / zena'foubia/

a strong feeling of dislike or fear of people from other
countries

The government has decided to launch a campaign
against racism and xenophobia.

xylophone

noun /'zailofoun/

a musical instrument
He played the xylophone in the school band.
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zeal

noun /zil/

great energy or enthusiasm connected with
something that you feel strongly about
He showed much zeal for his cause.

zealot

noun /'zelot/

a person who is extremely enthusiastic about
something, especially religion or politics

He is a real zealot; he will not take a day’s rest until
his party wins the election.

zealous

adjective / 'zelos/

showing great energy and enthusiasm for something,
especially because you feel strongly about it
He was a zealous anti-smoker.

zephyr

noun /'zefo[r]/

a soft, gentle wind
The heat of summer nights is made bearable when a
zephyr blows.

zinnia

noun /'znial/

a plant with large brightly coloured flowers
Her garden had a breathtaking variety of zinnia.
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