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I. 6th DAWN IN EDUCATION SPELLING BEE

As part of its DAWN in Education Programme, the DAWN Media Group conducted
the first ever National Spelling Competition in Pakistan in January-February
2005. This project has been the first in south East Asia to gain recognition
from INMA (International Newspaper Marketing Association) and has been
termed as one of the newspaper industry’s best ideas for the young.

After conducting three successful Spelling Bee Competitions in Pakistan the
stage is set for the 5th DAWN IN EDUCATION SPELLING BEE.

The DAWN IN EDUCATION SPELLING BEE January - February 2010 will comprise
of competitions at two levels.

Level- I
Regional Championship — will comprise of a competition amongst schools
from Frontier, Azad Kashmir, Rawalpindi Division, Federal Capital and the
Northern areas of Pakistan.

Level-II

National Championship — Three participants (winners of the Regional
Champioship) per age group from Islamabad, Lahore & Karachi  will compete
for the National Champions Trophy in the Nationals to be held in Karachi in
February 2010.

DAWN Media Group:
Islamabad: Plot 12, Mauve Area, Near Zero Point, G-7/1, Tel: +92(51) 220-2702-5 Fax: +92(51) 220-2707. E-mail: isb@dawnspellingbee.com

Lahore:  20N Gulberg II, Lahore 54660. Tel: +92(42) 575-8120. Fax: +92(42) 575-7745. E-mail: lhr@dawnspellingbee.com
Karachi:  Haroon House, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed Road, Karachi 74200. Tel : +92(21) 567-0001. Fax: +92(21) 568-7221. E-mail: khi@dawnspellingbee.com

UAN: 111-444-777
  www.dawnspellingbee.com



II. PARTICIPATION

Who is participating?

Participation is open to ALL schools; a branch of a school will be treated as
an individual school. Each school can send a team of 3 students per age group.
Schools can participate in any one, two or all three age groups given below:

09-11 years

12-14 years

15-17 years

How can my school participate in the Contest?

It is as easy as:

Step one: Fill in the attached forms

Step two: Submit the “Registration Forms” latest by Sep 15, 2009 .
Due to the overwhelming response schools  are advised to 
register at the earliest in order to secure a place in the 
desired age group(s).

Step three:   Submit the “Participants’  Confirmation Form”  latest by 
October 16, 2009 .

Both the forms are to be submitted through any one of the following modes:

Snail mail: DAWN IN EDUCATION SPELLING BEE Jan - Feb 2010
C/O DAWN Media Group
Plot 12, Sector G-7/1, Mauve Area
Near Zero Point, Islamabad.

Fax: (051) 220-2707
For queries:(051) 220-3128
Email: isb@dawnspellingbee.com
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(Eligibility to be part of this age group would mean that nominated
participants should be 9 Years and abouve but should not turn 12 by December 31, 2009)

(Eligibility to be part of this age group would mean that nominated
participants should be 12 Years and abouve but should not turn 15 by December 31, 2009)

(Eligibility to be part of this age group would mean that nominated
participants should be 15 Years and abouve but should not turn 18 by December 31, 2009)



III. CONTEST DETAILS

Regional Contest (Islamabad, Lahore & Karachi)
The Regional Contest will be conducted in four rounds:

Buzz Words: Each team will be required to spell 4 words.
Each correct spelling scores 5 points.
Total points to be scored 20

Triple Sting: Each team will be required to spell 3 words.
Each correct spelling scores 5 points.
Total points to be scored 15
If a team spells all three triple sting words 
correctly, they would be awarded 5 bonus points.

To Bee or Not to Bee: In a situation where there is a tie between teams 
competing in a pool, the To Bee or Not to Bee   round will be 
conducted.
This is an optional round and teams in the tie will be 
asked super bonus words. There will be no character limit on the
words asked.
Teams that fail to give a correct spelling will be 
eliminated.This round will be conducted till one top scoring team
emerges as a winner within each pool.

Win the Bee: The teams with the highest score per pool will reach 
the Win the Bee round.
At this stage the teams will break up and participants 
will compete on an individual basis.
There will be no character limit on the words asked.
Participants that fail to give a correct spelling will be 
eliminated. This round will be conducted till one 
individual emerges as the Regional Champion in each 
age group.

Three individuals (comprising of the Regional Champion, 1st & 2nd Runner
Up) per age group from each region will qualify for the National Championship
to be held in Karachi in February 2010.

National Contest
The contest details for the Nationals for all three age group will be provided
in October 2009.
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IV. REGISTRATION

Requirements:
The participating schools must:

1. Send 2 teachers to accompany the participants.

2. Select a team of 3 students per age group as outlined in the “Participants’ Confirmation
Forms”.

3. Agree to abide by the following  rules:

     Once the names are submitted, there will be no changes in the names of the
participants.

Participants may not eschew normal school activity in favour of preparation for
the DAWN in Education Spelling Bee.

They must be designated by their school as a participant.

Incase the number of teams exceeds a number that cannot be accommodated,
the number of teams  per age group will be selected through a ballot conducted
by the DAWN Media Group. Each school that registers will get representation
in at least one age group if balloting takes place. It is advised that schools
register as early as possible to get a place in the age groups for which they
register.

     Once the balloting is finalised, the school will be informed of the age groups
in which their team/teams have been selected latest by September 30,2009.
The participating teams per age group will be divided into pools. Teams will be
 divided into pools through a ballot conducted by the DAWN Media Group.

The participants must be within the specified age groups as at 31st
December 2009. (A copy of the birth certificate will be required to
verify at the time of registration).

Participants shall not carry any objects such as stuffed animals, charms ets.
to their assigned seats at the competition.

The teams have to come in their proper school uniforms with SPELLING BEE
badges provided by DAWN on the day of the competition. Any participant in
coloured clothes without a proper SPELLING BEE badges as  issued by DAWN
will be disqualified.
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Rules

1. The  DAWN IN EDUCATION SPELLING BEE  will be an oral competition and will be
conducted in rounds.

2. Participants will NOT be allowed to write the word on a piece of paper.

3. Schools should train the team to ask the pronouncer for the meaning of the word asked, as
words with similar pronunciation but different meanings (Homophones) will be asked. E.g. Bare,
Bear

NOTE:  the team may ask the pronouncer to repeat the word, defince it , use it in 
sentence, provide the part of speech, and consult his/her team m ember.  The pronouncer
shall grant  all such requests in the first 20 secons only.

4. The speller must spell the word only after consulting the team members. The team members
will NOT be allowed to prompt or stop the speller once he/she begins spelling the word.

5. All threee member will be allowed to ask questions from the prono uncer e.g. the meaning
and part of speech of the word asked. However, only the speller will spell the word.

6. During the first two rounds even if a team misspells a word it will not be eliminated. If the
spellings are incorrect the pronouncer will give the correct spelling and no one will receive
points for the word.

7. After the pronouncer gives the team/speller a word the total tim e given to each
team/speller will be 40 seconds. From this time the team/speller  will have only 20
seconds to ask questions about the word and 20 seconds to spell the word.

8. On completion of the first 20 seconds mark the judge will call ‘‘ 20 seconds’’.

9. The speller must start spelling the word once the judge has called “ 20 seconds” and must finish
before the remmaining 20 seconds time limit is reached.

10. Having started to spell a word, a speller may stop and start after taking the permission of the
pronouncer to start over. However, the speller must keep in mind the given time (will be the
original time and not the re-start time) within which the team has to give the correct spelling.
In retracing, the speller will be allowed to change the sequence of the letters.

11. In a situation when the speller has not completely spelt the word and wants to retrace the
spelling, he/she shall be allowed to do so if time remains. The speller will be awarded points
if he/she starts spelling the word within the given time but crosses the 40 second
mark . However, the speller must keep in mind that after the 40 second mark has been crossed
he/she will not be allowed to retrace the word.
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12. In the instance that the speller has completely spelt a word he/she will not be allowed to
retrace it.

13. A new word will be asked of a team if there an objection to its pronuniation.

14. In a situation when there is a tie between team competing in a pool, a new round will be
conducted. This is an optional  round called To Bee or Not To Bee and will be conducted
only if such a situation arises. The To Bee or Not To Bee round will be a knock out session
in which super bonus words (no character l imit of words) will be asked.

15. The team with the highest score per pool will reach the win the Bee Round to be
held after the pool rounds are over. In this round the teams will be break up and
paritcipants will compete on an individual basis . The spellers will be asked super
bonus words ( no character limit of words). This round will continue till one participant
emerges as the winner.

16. The Win the Bee Round  will take place after the pool rounds. ONLY  the participants of
the stop scoring team of each pool will compete in the round. 3  participants will be
selected from each age group who will then participate in the National Championship.
However, only one participant per age group will emerge as the winner of the
DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Regional Championship Jan-Feb 2010.

17. The Win the Bee Round  will be a knock out session whereby each participant will be given
a word to spell. If a particular participant is unable to spell the word given to him/her
he/she will be eliminated. The pronouncer will give the correct spelling of this word and
ask the next participant a new word.

18. When the number of participants is reduced to two, the elimination procedure changes.
At that point, when one participants misspells a word, the other participant shall be given
a new word. If the second participant spells his/her next word correctly, he/she will be
declared the champion. If both participants misspell their words, both shll continue in the
competition, and the one who first misspelled the word shall be given a new word to spell.
Both participants will be given an equal number of words before either one of
them is declared a champion.

19. The elimination will take place incase (1) a participatns in unabel to spell the word (2) a
participant misspells a word and or (3) a participant starts to spell the word after the 40
second mark.
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Guidelines

1. Each team will receive 3 badges at the time of registration on the day of the contest.
The badges have to be worn by the participants at all times. The team-leader (Speller)
will be nominated by the school; he/she shall spell the word after consulting with the
team members. However, all team members will be allowed to ask questions from the
pronouncer.

2. Removal of the badges at any time during the competition is ground for
disqualification.

3. The role of the speller is (1) to gather as much information as possible to help spell
the word correctly and (2) to spell the word correctly. The judges may not disqualify
a speller for asking a question.

4. Scores for each of the individual rounds will be displayed on the scoreboard and will
be announced to the teams ONLY  at the end of  the two rounds.

5. Score results may be challenged only at the end of each respecti ve round.
Appeals may be filed only by the DAWN in Education Spelling Bee Coordinator,
who is seeking reinstatement in the contest . The official appeal form will contain
space for the following: the word in question, the name of the school, and the reason
for the appeal.

6. The competition will continue for two rounds. All appeals if any will be submitted to
the jury.

7. The judges will not entertain appeals from individuals seeking to dislodge another
team/participants from the competition.

8. The judges are in complete control of the competition. Their decision shall be final on
all questions.

9. For preparation of the contest students should consult any Oxford dictionary  in
addition to the wordlist provided by DAWN.

10. On stage communication between teams/spellers of other schools is strictly prohibited.

11. Teams/participants will be required to stay quiet when other teams/participants are
being questioned. Comments and remarks of all kinds to other teams/spellers are
prohibited.

12. The audience must NOT  taunt or call out during the competition. The audience will be
required to maintain pin drop silence at the time of the competition.

13. One scorekeeper shall keep the score. Judges are to keep track of correct and incorrect
responses.

14. The judging panel will have three judges, out of which one will be a DAWN designated
moderator. The judges will act as the court of appeal and their decision will be considered
final.

15. In the event that an action of a participant, (whispers etc.) supporter of a team is
deemed inappropriate by the moderator, the moderator may disqualify the team(s)
involved.

16. During the competition, after the pronouncer gives the speller a word, the speller will
be encouraged to pronounce the word before and after spelling it. The judges may not
disqualify a speller for failing to pronounce the word either before or after spelling it.
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DAWN IN EDUCATION SPELLING BEE

January-February 2010

Registration Form*

Deadline September 15, 2009

Yes, we will participate in the DAWN IN EDUCATION  SPELLING BEE Jan/Feb 2010.

No, we will not be participating this year.

Reason for not participating:___________________________________________________

School Name

Branch

Address

Principal’s Name         Contact #

D.I.E. SPELLING BEE  
School Coordinator’s Name         Contact #

Fax #         E-Mail

Participation is open to schools in any one, two or all three age group/s given below. Kindly
select the age group/s your school wishes to participate in:

9 - 11 Years

12 - 14 Years

15 - 17 Years

To register each school is required to pay Rs 1700. Kindly submit a cheque along
with this form in favour of Pakistan Herald Publications Ltd. (PHPL). Your registration
cannot be processed without the registration fee.
Schools from outside Islamabad have to submit a demand draft in favour of Pakistan
Herlad Publication Ltd.

Note: Registration is free for the Regional Champions of the 5th Spelling Bee Jan-Feb 2009.
Due to the overwhelming response schools are advised to register at the earliest in
order to secure a place in the desired  age group(s).

Send this “Registration Form” latest by September 15, 2009  to:

DAWN IN EDUCATION SPELLING BEE
DAWN Media Group

Plot 12, Sector G-7/1, Mauve Area
Near Zero Point, Islamabad.

Tel: (051) 220-3128
Fax: (051) 220-2707

*The form to be filled in capital letters only.
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All Participants to conform to the DAWN in Education Spelling Bee specified age groups
as at December 31, 2009. Please attach the following with this form:

  Copies of birth certificates for all participants
  2 passport size photographs each for all participants

Note: Please make sure that the participants’ names are written behind each photograph and the birth certificates.

Send this “Participants’ Confirmation Form” latest by October 18, 2009 to:

DAWN IN EDUCATION SPELLING BEE
DAWN Media Group
Plot 12, Sector G-7/1, Mauve Area
Near Zero Point, Islamabad.

Tel: (051) 220-3128
Fax: (051) 220-2707

Participants’ Confirmation Form*
Age Group 9-11

Deadline: October 16, 2009

School Name

Branch

Address

Attach 2 pictures here

Name of Candidate:

Date of Birth: Age:

Class:

Attach 2 pictures here

Name of Candidate:

Date of Birth: Age:

Class:

Attach 2 pictures here

Name of Candidate:

Date of Birth: Age:

Class:

DAWN IN EDUCATION SPELLING BEE

January-February 2010
(Form to be filled in capital letters only.)



Participants’ Confirmation Form*
Age Group 12-14

Deadline: October 16, 2009

School Name

Branch

Address

Attach 2 pictures here

Name of Candidate:

Date of Birth: Age:

Class:

Attach 2 pictures here

Name of Candidate:

Date of Birth: Age:

Class:

Attach 2 pictures here

Name of Candidate:

Date of Birth: Age:

Class:

DAWN IN EDUCATION SPELLING BEE

January-February 2010
(Form to be filled in capital letters only.)

All Participants to conform to the DAWN in Education Spelling Bee specified age groups
as at December 31, 2009. Please attach the following with this form:

  Copies of birth certificates for all participants
  2 passport size photographs each for all participants

Note: Please make sure that the participants’ names are written behind each photograph and the birth certificates.

Send this “Participants’ Confirmation Form” latest by October 18, 2009 to:

DAWN IN EDUCATION SPELLING BEE
DAWN Media Group
Plot 12, Sector G-7/1, Mauve Area
Near Zero Point, Islamabad.

Tel: (051) 220-3128
Fax: (051) 220-2707



Participants’ Confirmation Form*
Age Group 15-17

Deadline: October 16, 2009

School Name

Branch

Address

Attach 2 pictures here

Name of Candidate:

Date of Birth: Age:

Class:

Attach 2 pictures here

Name of Candidate:

Date of Birth: Age:

Class:

Attach 2 pictures here

Name of Candidate:

Date of Birth: Age:

Class:

DAWN IN EDUCATION SPELLING BEE

January-February 2010
(Form to be filled in capital letters only.)

All Participants to conform to the DAWN in Education Spelling Bee specified age groups
as at December 31, 2009. Please attach the following with this form:

  Copies of birth certificates for all participants
  2 passport size photographs each for all participants

Note: Please make sure that the participants’ names are written behind each photograph and the birth certificates.

Send this “Participants’ Confirmation Form” latest by October 18, 2009 to:

DAWN IN EDUCATION SPELLING BEE
DAWN Media Group
Plot 12, Sector G-7/1, Mauve Area
Near Zero Point, Islamabad.

Tel: (051) 220-3128
Fax: (051) 220-2707



ANNEX

Word lists:

A word list will be provided to schools for reference only.

The phonetic chart will also be provided with the wordlist.

The DAWN in Education Spelling Bee world list booklet will be made available in
October 2009.

It should however be noted that words at the contest from external sources
will be used. The Spelling Bee word list is strictly for REFERENCE ONLY.

Jury:

An independent jury comprising of 2 judges and a DAWN moderator will preside to
handle any claims that may arise during the contest.

The National Championship jury will also comprise of 2 judges and one DAWN
moderator.

Parents’ participation:

Two guardians per participant will be allowed to attend the Regional Championship.

Detailed programme:

 Will be made available to schools in October 2009. Please visit the DAWN in Education
Spelling Bee website www.dawnspellingbee.com  regularly for information, updates
and announcements.

Contest details for the National Championship to be held in Karachi will also be made
available in October 2009.
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